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PREFACE 

JiJRfIcr'k R. 


T HliRl^ lU'c j)CTlia[xs no books inoic 
cntcj kn’iiini;- and ukdul than faith- 
ful nanativcs of voyages : not only 

gratilyViiiiofity by a vinSc^y of adventure, 
and by Ahe!incating’'thc dilferent appear- 
ancLs ol' natiijc in the rctno^l'.ll ])ajts of* 
the globe ; l)ul by making us at<juaintcd 


wath the laws, manners, and ( udojtrs of 
foicign jiaiions, enable us n) conhdgr fo« 
eict}^n a more philofopbic; and eompic- 


Bur to a tiading nation, lilic ours, thc 
a(i\anlau/'s. deiived iiom them aic Kill 
inor ' ob\ivjus; as they powci fully exeitc 
cuiionr'g j)iomote a lj)iiit of entcrjuize, 
and Icinctimes lellect a light upon ^iixaiin- 
itaiuc , lioin whence eornmeiee, thegieat 
fouu'c ol the pow'cr and nitluence ol ihele 
kingdoms, may beimjaoved. 

'] fov/ far the prefent publKcainn may 
contribute to any of thele valua’ !j pur- 
A 2 pofes^ 
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pofcs, the editor will not pretend to afeer 
tain: while compilations, however, clo/i* 
hxan otlier compilations, and voyage 
Vvihicnlvy thofe who never traveMl be 
loiuLihc liLiiltsof n country bd^igy ai 
oikii I'cad with aviflity, he flatters him 
Il-K, ilie cnliiing pages, the genuine pre 
diiclio]! of a ro// traveller, an oflicer i 
the Tervice of the India Compan; 
who (eems to have been an accurate ol 
leTvcr, and who della ihes chiefly what 1 
Jias I'ecn, will meet with a liivouiable n 
ception nonflthe ])iil)lic. 

Ills diicriptior.s, u^ietlicr of pcrfoi 
j)l;ne;,‘()r things, will (’,ene]ahy he foui 
iialiaal \-t Pwfl 'tial uiax 

able; If's iv'maiHs jul’r, yet (hun new n 
: Ins ! mmicuis a;e iveiy \\h( 
hbere.l .iiui menlv, hiu'iiircd wilh tlnW ( 
glee ol iudmimly wliiih onghl U) infj 
a»tiii/wn ol the vodd, yet nut incuid 
eiU v.idi a pu^na atlaeimient loin,-, Ceii 
ti\ a^ da 1 ipjddii.jian. 

The tiutli ol our anthoi’s rellcx] 

with jcgaifl tc^ tile nluunatiom, and tvi 

- 1 

me Iwhaycnir ol' the- Dutch in In 
vdiiclvl^v fume ma\ per!;aps he confld 
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« too feveve, both theiu fall and prcfcnt 
conduft too evidently confirm ; in particu- 
lar, their treatment of the king of Madura, 
and captain Congreve, and theiV prcchid- 
ing us* any ihare of the tivide to Hen- 
jar, are fa£lj>loo recent to be Tdrgoti'en. — 
Had our countrymen opjjofed tlieir en- 
croachments and clicckcd theli' iidolcnce, 
with that gallantry and f])inl wlncJi co- 
lonel Clive exerted on oecnfion of their 
% 

late ntlempt in the river of Benp^al, whar 
valua5ft: brajiches of tixule we not 

liavc flill been pofieircd of But over- 

awed by an ill-founded oj'ini(;n of their 
vail [lower in that }\irt of ilic woiM, we 
have abnoit always tainel} iubrn'lled to 
cvLi) ind!^.i]r.y they Ii.'iv: 
inijiolc. 

Ilis account of C'anton and it*, cuviroiv;, 
is’mo'ie cripioiis and exafl than any iii- 
iheito publillicd: haviin;; duiiiv^^iix 
inoiith-r jelidcncc ilicre, in uhieli time he 
htid liUlc ebc to do than to gratlf;; iiis cu- 
jiolltv, been aifuluous and iivle.f,iiie;al)le 
in Ins enquiries; in which ttx) he wa) 
greatly aflillcd liy cultivating an inrlin..cy. 
witli a Chinefc inei chant, a man emiow- 
Cfl witli a degree of knowledge and iaga- 
A 3 city, 




M P R E F A C E. 
city, greatly beyond what is commonly 
jjolieilcd by people of that clafs. 

Whatever he has borrowed *fiom other 
writers, in regard to the manners, lellgioii 
and go\e]n<nent of the Clnnefe^ he has 
abiich-cd of thofe cxaggeraM circiimftan- 
ees, and impiobabilitics which often ren- 
der tlie tel.itions given ns by ti'avellers ri- 
viicLilons. In thi> [)ait ot the work, from 
his (!o!lecVmg aulheiilic mfoimatiqn bn the 
i[)ot, Ite enjoys much the fame ‘.idvan- 
tages ,1', a pain.Ur who linilFcs a'pietiuc 
I'eguii by r.ndtljci-, which he has an op- 
t’Oiniiiay <J ciMieeimg from nature. 

I'll, lole oi tins pcifornrtiiec i:)ir'gC' 
/..-..d jinn xT^id ’'ilei!igll)it,“Tl .. T.h-ierms 
a.e ad;nu!u:, cveept in iueh ])laVes as arc 
J lOi t!)e benJitol geiulemeti win 
el’ ilie IlJ, "diCie the beaimg:) vand (Jll*- 
'cuv. . ol liuid-iaiaE, the foundings oi 
!li?ig!in^, i.;.ids and hai hours, or the fet- 
fingj cd viii aie mentioned. 

d'lie e hinele money and weight^ 

ind hi', ^aui’ous wnth icgaid to the ait- 
iul nie.n.igetn.enl ot thele Ltd, may be ufe- 

liili'i li.aii'io. The pfiLCs of goods, aiid* 

tlic 



PREFACE, vii 
the demand for them at different mai kets, 
are intended fo^ the fame purpofe, al- 
though it murt: be acknowledged the na- 
ture of fbch accounts, however recent, is 
too fluduating and uncertain to be de- 
pended on. 

The cuts and figures were; moftly dc- 
iigned by the author himfelf j which, 
Ijowever defedive in point of elcgapce, 
ferve ^metimes to convey an idea of what 
canno\ fo eafily be expreffed in words, 

I 

As the editor has not the prefumption 
to imagine that this performance, anymore 
than others pf the fame kln<i, can be al- 
tog Hrcr free from errors and dcicds, he 
pnlyT)Cg<rieav? to conclude with expref- 
fing his liopes of meeting from the ge- 
nerality of readers, with that degree of 
candor and indulgence, which is due to 
every man who attempts, however imper- 
fcdly, to contribute his mite to the' ge- 
neral fund of knowledge, or to t!ie cn- 
teitainment of the public. 
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O F A 

VOYAGE- 

,T O THE 

EAST INDIES. 


O NNThurfday the 30th of July i746» 
I fet out from London for Gravef- 
end, vvliere I was agreeably enter- 
taii]ed to fee a great number of people on 
board the vcflel, in which I was appointed 
to go to the Eaft Indies, and the vift 
preparations, and quantities of provifions, 
on board, to iiipply the neceflities of fo 
long a voyage. 

Next day feveral young people camion 
board, inlifted to go in the fervice of (he 

fB E^ft 


2 F/m Ejvgianp to HeiexVa. 

E^/l India Company, wpcre they were to 
remain for the fpace of fivs years, at kaff. 

Among ihefe came a young perfon, very 
indifferently drefled, difcovering a very ef- 
feminate bpk and voice, and an awkward 
carriage, who feemcd very impatient to be 
received. The furgeon at Gravefend, whofc 
office it is examine all perfons who are 
to go the voyage, that they arc free of 
itciv, pox, or any infectious diftemper, dif- 
covered this young |)crron to be a woman, 
jjnd, to her great grief, iejeehcd#her. She 
owned, that jhe was induced to take this 
flep from love to a young man on board, 
who was inlifted i!i the Company’s fervicc ; 
and that her paflion for him was foftrong, 
that no hardiliip or inconvenience cpuld de- 
ter her from following liis fortune. 

On the ad of Augull vve weighed anchor, 
palled the Nore, laluted the Royal Sove- 
reign with nine guns, and came to an an- 
chor in the Downs on the 3d. As the wind 
was variable, wc were obliged to come to 
an anchor every now and then. On the 
5th, at night, wc paffed Dungenefs light- 
hottfe, and, on the 8th, anchored in St. 
Hf en’s road. 


On 
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On the loth ve received on board uiii 
trealurc from PcMfmouthj and, among the 
reft, a f’^e Jarge /lone-hoife, defigned as a 
pref-, t iiom th>^ Coiiip.iny to the Sultan of 
Benjar, an Indian Prince on the* idaiul of 
Borneo. Aftci taking in mc'ie fjefli pro- 
vifions, we weighed anchor, and made the 
bed of ouii way towards Plymouth. On 
the 29th we came to an ancho’- in Cawlbn 
bay, where, notcailng to break upon our 
ftoic, wc lent our long-boat alhorc for frclh 
water, H?re we were to wait for a coi)> 
voy. Wc were fupplied at tlTis |'Jacc with 
plenty of bread, hlh, &c. in Ih^all boats, 
rowed by a parcel of the doutetl and molt 
mafcLiline women I ever law. 

On tb^ 5th of September we had very 
.thick weather, with hard gales of wind 
from S. W. fo that we were obliged to 
lower our fore and nia^n yards, and give 
great fcopc of cable, and even to ftrike our 
topmafts. 

. On the 6th in the morning the weather 
abated; but, in the evening of that day, 
it blowed very hard. We heard the Nor- 
folk fire feveral guns as fignals of diftrefs. 
She had parted her cable, and had run a- 
drift before it was d^feovered ; and fhe wi^s 
B 2 oHigeu ^ 
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obliged to anchor within the beacon, on the 
eaft fide of the Sound, iri'^foul and rocky 
ground. But, by the afliftance of fome of the 
men of war, fhe was again brought to an 
anchor iirCawfon bay. 

From the 7th to the i6th, we were em- 
ployed in putting every thing in order 
aboard, and, on the 17th, the Mermaid 
man of war was appointed our convoy, 
and gave a fignal for unmooring the fame 
iiiglit. 

• On Sunday the aoth of September we 
got under lail, the wind at N. N. E. When 
at fea, we cleared our ihip fore and aft, 
and exercifed our gicat guns and fmall 
arms. 

On the 22d, our pco[)!e were pit to the 
allowance of five pounds bifeuit each per 
week. This day we were amufed with 
great numbeis ol porpoifes tumbling about 
the Ihip. 

• On the 26lh wc had a very fw^lling fea, 
and were put to the allowance of ^tw^o 
quails of beer to each man per diem. 

On the 27th we paitcd with our convoy, 
ailtl made the belt of our way for the 
iljand of St. Helena, for which we had 
llveial ftores on boaid. 


On 
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Oil the 9th A’ Oftobcr, we found our- 
felves in lat. 3T;, 32'. N. and longit. 22. 
16. For fomc days part, we had been a- 
greeably entertained with porpoifes, grnm- 
pufes, albicorcs, and dolphins, playing a- 
bout our vcliel, and with gicnf luimBers of 
fmall biixls of dirterent kinds flying over 
our hcatlSj foinc of which had built nefls 
in the hay-bags on tlie Ibip’s gunnel, which 
wc caiiiccl with us for the Sultan’s horfe. 

W e \\^ic now beginning to feel tlic hot 
climate, [o tjiat the allowance of water, 
with tlic gicatcll oeconomy, was littlcl:- 
nough to (jucnch ihirfl:. We |)iit an awn- 
ing on the (juaiter-dcck, to keep oft the 
feorchlng heutof the fun. 

On the 14th, the Porterfield parted from 
.us, and flood Southward, in lat. 27'’, 27'. 
and longit. 25", 15'. Several of our young 
people now began to dilcover fymptoms of 
the feurvy: they wcie ordered to incrcafc 
their exereife, nothing being a better reme- 
ily for it. 

• On paifing the Tropic, and entering the 
Torrid- Zone, all the people onboard, who 
had never gone this voyage, according to 
cuftom, treated their companions \with 
punch, bumbo, &c. and gave hopes of bo- 
' 13 3 \ ing 
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ing all in a healthy ftate.' Jn the way, we 
caught fevcral fifh, and pvticularlyalarge 
porpoife, meafuring nine feet in length. 
It made a ftrong relillance in the fea, and 
coloured the water with its blood. After 
we got hini on board, we opened his belly, 
and found numbcrlefs final! filhcs. Some 
of our people eat part of the which 
rtfemblcs that of a hog ; but his bones arc 
much larger. 

On the 25th, the heat was intolerable, 
being in lat. 8'', 4 . and longit. zf, 13'. 

On the 6th‘of November we found the 
variation of the compafs to be 3'’, 3'. — 
latitude to be i\ 9'. — longitude to be 27°, 
2 oh Welt from the Lizard, being now near 
the coaft of 13 rafd. 

On the 7th of November, the veffel was 
fuddcnly a.dlxled with an uncommon Ihak- 
ing and trembling for four minutes, without 
any apparent caufe. It furprifed all bn 
board, and was fo fcnfibly felt, that it a- 
w’akcd fomc of our people from deep. We 
were at a lofs to aflign a reafon for it. 
Some imagined the fhip’s bottom had per- 
haps touched a rock ; but, on trying the 
pum^is, all was found fafe. Nor can we 
imagine the caufe of this fudden tremu- 
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lous motion, uuisfs it was occafioned by au 
earth-quake. \ 

On the 8tb( we pafled the Equinoftial, 
where again)' according to an eftablifhed 
cuftom, thole who had not made this voy- 
age before paid a bottle of bratidy and a 
j)ouik1 of fugar j or, inllead of tliefe, lialf- 
a-crown, to be Ipcnt in treating the Ihip's 
company.* At this time all of us were alive, 
and in good fpirits. 

Wc'?«uld hardly put a ftop to the fre- 
quent thefts that were committed by the 
foldicrs, though every day^one or two f)f 
them were tied to the ihrouds, and fcvcrcly 
whipt. It is indeed the lefs to be wondered 
at, as thele wretches, who go as foldiers in 
the company’s fervice, arc for the moft part 
.the fcuhi of the three kingdoms, and gene- 
rally go to India to fereen thcmfelves from 
judice at home. By their lazinefs and inacti- 
vity, theywcrc over-run with vermine, and 
began to complain of fwellings in their legs, 
forenefs in their bones, and other fympfoms 
of the feurvy. To prevent their infecting 
the Ihip’s company, they w^ere brought up- 
on deck, put into a large vellel of hot wa- 
ter, brulhed with fcrabbing;bruj(hes, and 
B 4 ‘ all 
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all their clothes and bedd^j^g thrown over 
board. 

We had now heavy and toitjnual rains, 
with prodigious lightning, which is com- 
TTion in this part of the world. 

On the* ad of December, we had a 
large fwelling fca, with cafterly winds. At 
five in the morning we were furprifed with 
a large watcr-fpout, within three fliips- 
IcTigth of our flarboard-fide. Ii Jiad no 
fooncr pafled our (liip, than a fuflden puff 
of wind laid us gunwall tp, which was 
ol’er before wt could lower our lails. We 
had frequent dewfidls in the night, w^hich 
are very dangerous, and often mortal, if 
they happen to reft on the naked breaft or 
body of a man, while afleep on the deck. 
A great deal of our falted pork was fo rot- 
ten, that we threw feveral calks of it 
over-board. 

On the 17th, had cloudy weather ; em- 
ployed our cooper to fet up all the water- 
callcs, which we had knocked down as 
foon as they wxre empty, for the fake'of 
room. 

The 22d, we kept a good look-out for 
St. Helena, and found ourfelves to be in 
lat. i6^ 6'j and, on the 23d, weobferved 

feveral 
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feveral pigcon‘( ‘flying about the fhip, a 

fure indicationWiat we were mar laud. 

As we kfl'^vV that vve were not far from 
the iflanci, and that if vve once palled it, 
and got to leeward, it is difhcult,^ nay, 
fonietimes, impofliblc to beat uj) ngaiiilt 
the wind and current; wc were, thcieforc, 
very cautipus how wc proceeded, went all 
night with little fail, and appointed people 
on the fore-caftlc to keep a Ihid look- 
out. 

On tha 2^Jth, at two in the morning, vve 
difeovered the illand bearing N.N. E. \^e 
Jiauled up to the Southwaid, till five in 
morning, when wc again bore away for 
the illand. At feven, being pretty well in 
with the land, we lent the yawl adiorc to 
.the fort, to acquaint the Governor of our 
arrival, and kept on with an cafy fail. We 
had variable breezes, which diovc ns off 
the anchoring ground, and obliged us to 
make feveral tacks, in order to fetcli jnto 
the road, where, about noon, we came to 
ah anchor in twenty fathom water. 

We fainted the fort wdth nine guns, 
which the fort returned. In the evening 
we warped the fliip nearer l*he fhore, ha- 
ving the ftreet of^St. James’s Valley open. 

Ve 
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We were now all veiA|gIa(! oi feeing 
land once more, and at tlicnhoiight of get- 
ting refrelhmei.ts from tlie'^igre. 

Next day we were emj)I6yed in laying 
moorings .for oiir long-boat, clearing tlie 
fliip, and lending alhoie twenty- nine fol- 
die;s, four hoglheads of brandy, calcs of 
ftockings and Ihocs, and odiei; goods be- 
longing to the Eaft-lndia Company. 

The foldiers, and people of the illand, 
were foglad ot oiir arrival witii Itorcs, bc- 
inT almoft ftarved for v\ant of them, that 

I C* , 

j;rcat nurnbcrs'of them, from the parade in 
tlic valley, waved their hats, huzzaing with 
the loudcll acclamations of joy. 

On the 28th, vve landed the timber and 
floncs we had on board for building a new 
houlc for the Governor of the illand. An 
unlucky accident happened to fomc of our 
people, who had been employed in hauling 
paitof the timber on the beach. When 
thc.y wxa'c coming off, they hauled the long- 
boat towmicls the crane, to take the people 
in, hut tile fea, breaking very high, filied 
the boat, and broke the ftopper in her ftern. 
She fwang aloug-fidc the rocks, hanging 
her bow falbby the liaulcr. The men were 
all wadied out, and vpy much bruifed, 

but 
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but not one per* ned. We heard their cries 
in the iliip, and 'mnncdiat^Iy dilipatchcd the 
pinnace tojrfi:ir alliitance; fome of them 
were fvvimming, others were call by the 
waves upon the rocks. The people in the 
pinnace, in order to lave one who was 
linking, caught him by the mouth with 
the boat-lijjok, and, tho’ he was faved from 
(li owning, yet hii> mouth was fo lacerated, 
that it necelTary to low it uj) from tlie 
corner almoft to his ear. It was a long time 
before any- of, them recovered this unluc- 
ky accident. They were albcaiiied to the 
valley, and taken proper care of. 'Die long- 
boat was hoirted on board, to be re- 
paired. 

We received from the lli(;rc frcfli beef, 
and plenty of greens, which was very re- 
frelhing to the iliip's company; having 
fublilled on fait provilions (fomc of which 
vveic Itinking, and almoll rotten) ever fince 
we came from England. 

On the ill of January 1747, we fent 
ouf baker on fhore to bake our quantity 
of bifeuit over again, that which we brought 
from England with us having turned moul- 
dy ; we fent our boat alfo for new hay for 
the life of the Sultap’s horfe. 


The 
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The 13th we received m board fix live 
bullocks, and fome plant|jne trees to feed 
them. The people came onward alfo who 
had been hurt by the long-boat’s running 
among th^ jocks, all pretty well recovered. 
We were now prc])aring to leave the ifland, 
having delivered all our (lores, and receiv- 
ed our water and provifioiis. r 
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ISL^^ND St. HELENA. 


S T. n ELENA, fo named by the Por- 
tuguele, who difeovered it on St. He- 
len’s day, in 1502, lies in the latitude of 
16" South, and 10 Weft longitude from 
the Lizard, almoft mid-way between An- 
' gola and Brazil, or the continent of Africa 
and South America, about 620 leagues 
N. W. tW. from the Cape of Good-Hope, 
and, I believe, one of the moft diftant 
illands from any land that has been found 
in the known world. 

There is no failing to this ifland from 
the Northward, the wind almoft alw^ays 
blowing from the S. E. in thofe fens: fo 
that, tho’ it is a kind of ftore-houfc, or 
halLway-houfe, ,for aii the Eaft-India 

, Com- 
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Company’s fliips, yet it ‘Jjpniy vifited by 
them on their return; fdr few outward 
bound vedils touch at it, uitipfiwhcn they 
have on board ftores for the illand, which 
was our cafe. 

Tlic Iflaiid is about 21 miles in circum- 
ference, and confilh of one vaft rock, Itecp 
on every fide, and very high, and, when 
fecn at lea, has Tnc appearance of a lofty 
caftlc in the middle of the ocean, whofe 
natural fortifications arc fo tremendous 
and high, that it vvould appear, there could 
bb no fcaling of them, nor indeed any pof- 
fibility of finding a landing place. 

There is no landing place for bulky 
things on the idaud but one, at a place 
called ChapchValiey, which is defended by 
a ftrong battery of great guns, 32 and 40 
pounders, which arc fo planted as to fweep 
the furface of the water : As the waves 
are perpetually dalhing on all fides of tne 
illand, which raife a very high furf, it is 
at all times difficult to land even there ; as 
was our cafe the 28th ultimo y and which 
was the caule of the misfortune that hap- 
pened to our long-boat. 

Our Ihips lie before this place. In it 
there is a fmall town, confiding of about 

fifty 
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^Bfty hoLifes, a church, and the Governor^ 
houfe, which all lie contiguous to the i'ort.j 
The Governor has fine gardens, and pi en- 
fant walks, leading from his houfe to the 
fort. 

, There arc two narrow creeks rfifit people 
may land on, at a time when there is little 
furf, which is very rare ^ by thefe we can 
go to the top, or interior part of the illand, 
tho' not without conddcrable danger and 
difficult}^ Thefe are hkewlfe fortlticd with 
hattcries of ^rcat guns. 

Chnpel-Vallcy, called by fomc J:imcs» 
Valley, where the large fort, towii, and 
Governor’s houfe are iituated, is a fmall 
fpot of level ground, lying betwixt two very 
high rocky hiJIs, and, indeed, is of fuch a 
Ijnall coinpafs, that it could not con- 
tain many more lioufes than are already 
built on it, 

Qa the whole iiland, I am informed, 
thcic arc about 150 families, all of Eng- 
liili cxtraclioa. • 

There arc commonly about 300 foldicrs 
maintained here, in the company's fervice. 
They are bound to remain five years ; their 
lively is red, faced with bluej^and, it be- 
ing a healthful climate, look as clean and 
5 * • well 
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well as any troops in Europe. There are 
Ll(b 300 Haves, brought from Guinea, 
Madagafcar, and Bengal, The Governor 
retains a few of them for his Own ufe, but 
they chiefly belong to the planters or far- 
mers of tiie illaiid. The flaves are clothed 
to the kgs, but their feet bare. Thofe of 
the female fex, who arc pretty agreeable, 
and all well lhaped, are very familiar with 
our failors. 

Ail the people of the ifland fpe^k Englifli, 
drefs after the Englifli mode, and are 
generally of a tall (lender Ih'ape, but fome- 
wlvit tanned! 

Every planter has his particular allot- 
ment of ground, with a houfe upon it; 
But, Vvhcii (hips arrive, tjiey all come 
down Iroin their fevcral rcfidences to 
Chai)cl-Valley ; fome to keep viclualling- 
houfes, others to merchandize, and all to 
make what profit they can of, the ftran- 
gers. This they look upon as their chief 
bttfinefs, and the time of greateft merri- 
ment. All the young girls, and tl^eir 
black female Haves, now drefs themfelves as 
well as poflible, in order to recommend 
themfelves to the officers and feamen, from 
whoiythey alwavs expeft fome prefents of 

filk. 



Jn Account of St. Helena. IJ 

Tilk, fans, china, and the like. They ar« 
extremely eafy, and good natured, and ardj 
always ready to join in all the amufement/ 
of tiic place with the officers, while the 
Haves, or black glils, arc Hill mort;obliging 
with regard to the Tailors. It is indeed a very 
odd icenc fomciinies to fee the wanton 
behaviour of thele lalh 

I liad now the curiofity to go on Ihorc: 

I fiilL vk^u'cd the Governor’s houfe, whidi 
was ail irregular and indifferent piece of 
arehltecluie, *1110’ the belt in town. Me has 
\ei y ideafant walks well ihade^S, fiom which 
I had a full view oi the tort and load. IToni 
thence 1 went thro’ a pietty large parade,* 
in which was the guaid-houfe and jirifon, 
w hich led me uj' to the fort. 1 had the cu- 
violity to Hep into Tiie church, wliich was 
lii.C'l with w;TnlC'.-l, and looked ju’etty 
wkil within; Lwit, v.itliout, it cut a poor 
ligiiie, being nn.uiiy built of lound rough 
hones and ckij^, and thatched with a kiud 
oi iccd that inow ^ ui the iiland. From the 
ground I couKl touch the lhatch with my 
liand ; and tlio’ its dimeniions v/eie no lar- 
ger llian that of aeonniiy cottage in Eng- 
land, yet it was large enough’to liold the 
, C whole 
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i *vhole people on the ifland. As we had 
brought a great quantity of Portland ftones, 
[arge timber, and other materials for re- 
building or refitting the church and Go- 
vernor’s Jipufe, no doubt, by this time, 
both will make a better appearance. 

I went next into the punch-houfe to take 
a rcfrefliment, and there got an account of 
the ifland from a native, who had ne- 
ver feen any other country in his^Ufe. He 
told us, ‘‘ That, on the Portuguefe difeo- 
vering this ifland, they found’ it very bar- 
ren, and \<dthout fo much as a tree or 
buflr to be feen on it ; but as they thought 
it capable of improvement, and would 
“ be a convenient place for their fliipping 
to water at, they llored it with hogs and 
‘‘ goals j and that they afterwards vilit- 
ed it, and lound the brood had in- 
‘‘ crealed. 

“ In the coun'c of fome years, the Por- 
“ .u.gucic giew lefs fond of their pollellion, 
“ as they lound it of a very barren foil, 
lull of rocks, and very difficult to afeend 
“ to the country, and fo fmall and remote, 
‘‘ that their Ihips had often great diflicul- 
ty to find' it. So they left it. 
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“ Oil tliL'ii* dcfcrling the iflaiui, tlieEngJ 
lilli Eaii India Company took poilcdioii) 
“ in 1600, and held it till 1672, when tKc 
Dutcli took it from us by furprife. 
About two years alter, Captam^Riclfard 
Monday, with the Levant, Mary, and 
'' Maltha men of war, and the Caftle firc- 
'' fliip, going that way, and liearing that 
‘‘ the Dutch had taken the ifland, recovcL- 
cd it 'Again, and made prize of three 
' “ Dutch Jndiamen that lay in tlic road at 
that time. * The Dutch had^ fortified the* 
‘‘ jiiacc now called James, or Chapel- Val- 
'' ley, which was always edeemed the 
only, tho' a dangerous landing-place. 

“ Some of Captain Monday’s people, who 
had been in the place before, and ac- 
“'(juainted with a fmall creek, landed a 
“ body of men on the otlicr fide of the ' 
“ illi^nd, wiihout being difeovered by the 
Dutch. They climbed the rocks with 
“ no fmali danger and difficulty, but witli 
uiidaunted refolution. They made their 
‘‘ appearance at the back of the fort, at 
'' the fame time that the Ihips of war bc- 
gan the attack; which lb cgnfounded 
the Dutch, that they threw down 
'' their arnb, and flarrendcred the ifland 
r “ .with- 
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wkliout flriking a ftrokc. The com- 
pany have hiKC fortified this creek, fo 
that now there is no place where an 
cjieniy can land with the Icaft probability 
'' offuCcefs.” 

I'hree of us now refolvcd to take a turn 
to lee the country. We had a very high 
and fteep rocky hill to afeend, called Lad- 
der-lull, fiom ladders being ufed to afeend 
It on its firll' d i (cover v. It lies on the well 
iide of the jolt, and is cut in angles and 
♦turniiigs, to nia'a: the alcent ealy ; wdiich 
has been a wcil; of lime and labour. 
Wlun we ai rived at I'lC fuinnfit, we were 
all luaitily iaf'gued, and almofi: out of 
1)1 eat h, llto’ we laid (^n but thin waill- 
coat>. d lie Ihips m I'ne road, at fuch a 
Irjgb.t, appeared a-) little in proportion to 
us, as we ifid to live people on board, wlio 
\veic oilen iuolang ai us through peidpee- 
lives. 

" h he poor (I u.cs ol hotli fixes arc fo in- 
Uiul to ticad tiiei'’ ni;pj;ed and llecp j'oads, 
tliat they do it wiili cafe j tiu foies of them 
feet arc fo much beat, that tlicy are as haul 
as that of a ihoe. A poor young female 
llave, about thirteen years of age, with a 
large bundle of limn upon her head, which 

fisc 
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ftiC was carrying to her maftcr’s lioi]le> 
came up with us, pailed us, aiul got tothe^. 
toj) long before us, uititcul the leail liga. 
of fatigue of inconvenience. And, \\h:l 
is hill more fLir})rii;ng, 1 have leen men 
tide up and down this lleep onimall, hur 
veiy mettle hoifes, with great f]:eed, and, 
to appearance, with great eale and latety. 
If they were not iuie-io )ted, and leailels, 
it would be impollible for them to do ((); 
for one falfe Itcp to the lidc of the road, 

» winch is veivnariowg would give them a 
la!l iroin a prec’ipiee as high as the iummil; 
of I'l. baurs. 

At the top, v.'C fat down to lell ouifelves j 
and, Co tlie Lwulng was very line and fc- 
];;uN web.ad.an exteiiltvc ])iorpeet ol the 
La ail ai./aud the illand. As wc proceed- 
ed, we louiid that w'c hadfeveicd more hills 
to uleend. In the valleys, betwixt the hills,, 
tlxj .pi inters lioufes arc htuated, tolerably 
v.Lil built, wlih agaidcn and tiees ])lanted 
lohi 1(1 each of them, and [;enerally near 
ionu: iiiuill brook ot irelli water. 

1 Icanul a mueli better profpe(5l than I 
expected ; in fomc places jiretty good grafs, 
In otheis fevcral thickets of trecs^ of various 
kinds. Among thcle we found a good 

many 
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\ many orange and lemon trees ^ wc pulled 
^omc dozens of the fruit of the latter, to 
|aiTy aboanl for our ufe in making punch. 

N»Wc faw Icvcral hogs, goats,* cows, and 
fmall hoiics, belonj^ing to the ))ianiers, bc- 
iidc.s-oihoi's. who were wild. Moil: of the 


plantcis were, at t!iis jundure, down at 
their liitk city of Ci;apcl-Vai!ey, ami Iiad 
left the moif .rufly of tiieir llaves to taix 
caic of thJr lioufes and cattle. The llaves 
never ficco under the ian^c roof wjih their 


mafters i bvitall iic j-ionnicuoudy in ahtllc 
place, like a ItaoiC, adjacent to their inaf- 
tcr’s hoLife. Tiicy have no beds, but ftravv 
fpread on the ground. I’hey beget chil- 
di'en very falf, in v.iiidi the fnlois who 
come hither luive a good hand ; neillicr do 
the female llaves meet v. ithany ch^ck from 
their mailers, as l.kcy find it their inteieft 
to indulge them. Tliey do ail the labori- 
ous work ; ver liicy aie allowed no other 
food than the nih they can catch for them- 
feives, and Ikmetiines a httle failed beef. 
The illend in genei al is fo barren, that The 
bed in rlic place would fd i e but poorly, w-cre 
it not for the great jilcnty of inackrel and 
other hlh that abound on the coails of this 
jlland, I 


The 
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The depth of mold on the ifland is about 
two feet, yet, for a long* time, the inha- 
bitants had no grain of their own growth 
but were annually fupplicd by a ftorc-fl'.i^ 
from England. Of late, by the afiiftancc 
of Ibme utenfils in agriculturci, iQiid fomc 
ex])ciienced hulbandmcn, fent from Eng- 
land by the company, they are beginning 
to fow barley and other grgins, and arc in 
liopcb to advance in the improvement and 
culture of their foil, fo as to need Icfs fo- 
reign lup])ly. 

They arc very much infeded with rats 
and mice, which docs not a*littlc obftrufl: 
their improvement of the ground. At the 
landing place, o])porite the fort, they were 
fo numerous, that our cooper, whom we 
had put on fliorc to fit up our water-cafts, 
could not get deep in liis tent, nor a bit of 
victuals prclervcd for them. The inhabit, 
tanjts told me, that thefe verminc eat the 
feed after it is fown in the ground. 

Few people in the illand cat any bread, 
except the Governor, who is fupplied from 
England \ but, inftead thereof, they eat a 
kind of root, called Yamc, which grows 
about the planters houfes like our potatoes, 
nor arc they unlike them in tallc, tho'not 
fo agreeable. 
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As we proceeded, we found the ifland 
l^cautifully divcrfihed with hills and plains j 
but our roads on the fidcs of the hills were 
i\ggcd and dangerous. We arrived, atlaft, 
at one of the plcafenteft fpots on the whole 
ifland, c£!!/:d the Long- Wood, where the 
Governor has a fummer-houfe. The 
ground there is covered with trees, which 
arc low and fmall, and very pleafant. The 
extent of this fpot is not above two miles 
long, and one broad. The only game here 
is pbeaiar.ts, wood- cocks, and ])arlridges, 
J\\\^ [)lace is fometimes the rceels of the 
(n)vcinor, and genilcmcn that may liap- 
pen to be with liini. IKrc the company 
kc' j) a lloek of l >mc huialreds td l)lack 
call c, [hr tlic uie ot th^ir lliips tiiat touch 
at h ijland, with iloie c>i hogs, goats, tiir- 
, geciC, !;etis, and oii'cr j)oi;itry. 'i'hc 
builocks aic final!, hut fvvcct and tender, 
leleinbling tlioie of the Iligliiands of Scot- 
ia, nd. d his wood is about lour miles from 
C'kapel-Wiilcy, and tiiC plcafanteft and 
iTu/lt fiuiiful part of the iiland. Hcre.wc 
found apple. j)ear, pcacli, apricock, and 
water-melon tiees, and fevcral garden -roots 
gornmon \s itli us in Europe. Befides thelc, 
ievera! peculiar to hot countiies are in this 

fpot^ 
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fpot, fucli as the plantain, bannanoc, 
banyan, and other Indian trees. Yet 
all ihefc tliiiT^s arc exotics, vvliicli contri- 
bute little *to the llip[)()rt of life; for, as I 
obferved before, the inhabitants would 
fometimes ftarve, liad not heaiVeli br6ui;ht 
plenty of fiih about tlic illand, which tiiey 
have for the taking; fucli as, mackrel, bon- 
netoes, cavallees, conger eels, old wives, 
guard-filh, alhicorcs, crabdilh, loblters, 
j’oldicrs, lock-fiih, land-fillt, Itonc-bals, 
fun-lifli, lucking-Mni, pilot-fifli, hog^-Iilh, 
\^'ith plenty ol liiarks, and ptliers n(;t pit)- 
per lor loocL 

On aral al’v)Ui ilie rocks of the illand, 
tliereaie great niirnbci '> ot low I, every way 
leleinl'.ling pigLca^s, except llvJr web-feet, 
winch liiew that tiny cu'c oi the Ica-lowl 
kind, d’hey always fiy to tiie windward, 
and me lometiincs fecn at a cunliderable 
(lillaiice fioin the land, wificii is a furc 
lign to our flilps of their approach to the 
illand. Here aic ahb alhitrolfes, called 
men of war biicls, tropic bii ds, bobies, 
noddles, brainani kites, and other fea-fowl 
about tlic locks. 

1 ho’ the vines flouiifh very, well on this 
ijland, and produce plenty of grapes, yet 

the: 
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the climate is too hot for making wine ; 
for neither too hot or too cold countries 
agji'ee with tins liquor. Their wines are 
imported from Europe. 

The water here is very good ; but, after 
rain,* is vefy brackifh, occafioned by the 
frefli ftreams running over the rocks, which 
wafli off the fait, and make it tafte like 
fca-watcr. I have feen the bottom of a 
calk, after ftanding fome time, covered 
with Iblid pieces of fait. The better fort 
of people take care to furniih tliemfelves 
\(dth fiefh vv;atcr from the moft rugged 
rc'cLs, which contain the beft fprings, when 
they think lain appioaching. 

As w'c were travelling, each with a bun- 
dle of bifeuit and chcele, among the rocks, 
we met an old flavc, who looked like a (ke- 
leton. He told us, that lie wais 8o years 
old, had bien fevcral limes in England 
with the Company’s fhips, and was born 
in Bengal. He added, that he was going to 
the other fide of the illand, on an errand 
from the fort, and was to return in a day 
or two ; and that he had only a few yams 
and lemons, which were in a bag hung 
over his Ihoulder, for his fubfi deriCe. We 
all contributed to fill his bag with better 

Itore, 
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ftorc, which gave him no fmall joy, and, 
returning a thoufand thanks for cur libe- 
rality, lie went forward with furprlfing 
alacrity. 

We ibon readied a planter's houfc, wlicrc 
we refided three days> durinr^- which we 
Were employed in furveying th.e broken and 
gfhAdly fgu:e of the rodvS and their fLini- 
rws. It I had not befojc or hcaidof 
tlie general convulfion of the canli at the 
deluge, I could not have helped laying to 
inylelf, on the liglit of this iliand, tljat, as 
tbx* globe of this earth, when it received 
its original form fiom the hand of the Cie- 
ator, niufl ha\V: bicn of a more fmooth, 
])crfeet, and regular Ifructure, there mud-, 
undoubtedly, lomc great confufio]! and dif- 
order have happened to it; fincc here was 
aniilcTid, or rather a very large, irregular, 
and tremendous rock, call by itlelf, and 
i'ciHiratctl at fuch a dilfar.ee from the con- 
tinent of Afi lea, or any other part of the 
earth. 

Notwithilandlng the general poverty of 
the illand, yet they live very happy. I was 
told that fomc planters here arc lb rich, as 
to give 100 1 . dowry with <1 daughter. 
They live in perfect fecurity, neither in 

danger 
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danger of enemies nor robbers, wild beartsj 
nor rigorous fealbns, and, for the moft 
part, arc in a continual ftate of licalth. 
Their walls arc the highefl: rocks, and 
their moat the ocean. As they arc here 
dctaclicd from all the reft of the world, 
dwelling in iinintciTuptcd quiet; enjoy- 
ing a lerenc fky; fteady and modcrat^:^ 
breezes ; furrounded with herds of cattk' ; 
lhaily trees of various kinds ; abundance of 
flying and fwimming animals ; and, above 
all, with the convincing marks of the gene- 
ral cataftrophe of the flood : thefe cir- 
cuniftanccs eonfidered, this place would 
certainly be a fine retircn>cnt, and give 
large opportunity to a phdolbphic mind, 
in obferving and contemplating the works 
of nature. 

A fort of tobacco grows here, but comes 
to little or no perfccfion, and is only ufed 
by the Haves. 

In the planter’s houfc, each of us paid a 
dollar a-day for bed and victuals, beiidcs 
furnilhing our own drink. Tho’ we paid 
fo dear, our table was but meanly covered ; 
inftcad of bread to our tea in the morning, 
ive had a 'yam cut in thin Dices, and 
toafted. 


A 
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A fchool-maftcr is fettled here by the 
company, for teaching the inhabitants to 
read and ‘write Englilli, and common 
arithmetic. Tlieir pioficicncy in either is 
inconfrleiable, and their ideas ^d know- 
ledge e:;t:emely confined. 

' iFor the greater feciirity of the inland, 
Vhere arc wacch-tovveis jdaced on the great- 
eit^'i^.nciiccs all around the ifiaiui ; w!)erc 
the ccnline^s give fignrds from one to ano- 
ther, till tl'j^y I each the fort, on the ap- 
proach of aiw fliij^ping: and, if thcrc#is 
any a})pielienlion 01 d^ngir, all the niha- 
bitanth arc ah^tued, and immeJiacely take 
arms, under t\c eoinmaad oi thee Compa- 
ny’s Governor, 'i itv* ilavcs, on tine occa- 
ilon, are not allowed hic-arnns, but iron 
crows, with which 'fiicy locfc tiic linall 
rocks on the fummit, and, in cai’e of an 
attack, could do gieat execution. 

'File inliabitants give great piiccs for 
Europerm comincdlties, eipecially fudr as 
ar,e i^cellaiy for the fupport of life. The 
Governor keeps a Ibic-lioufe of thde, 
and, if wedi fuj)plied, fells them out icafon- 
ably. 1 have lecn cheefc fol(J heie at yd. 
or I s. per pound. 


The 
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The commodities proper for this mar- 
ket are, 

Chcefe, Cheap new Wigs, 

Buttery ^ Buckles, 

Ale, Buttons, 

Beer, Silk fliocs for women. 

All forts of Spirits, Stays for ditto, 
Stockings, 

Shoes, 

Old Ha^s, laced or 
plain, 

New ditto, about 6 
or s. prime coft. 

Tho’ the inhabitants enjQl/ all the tran- 
quillitv and healtli above deferibed, are very 
few in number, and !ic at fuch diftance 
from all other parts of the world, yet there 
is perhaps no place, in proportion to its 
extent, that furnilhes marc inftances of 
pride, contention, anddivilion, than here. 
Not indeed about religious points, for they 
are all uniformly united in the principles pf 
the chin ch of England ; but about their 
civil interefis and rights. Wiiilc wc were 
here, the Cfovcrnor was much beloved by 
the foldiers, and as much hated by the 
planters. An officer under him, and who 
‘ owed 


I’lu'cad, 

Needles, 

Ribbons, 

Jdns, 

Old Wigs, ' 
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owed his fortune to the Governor, was fo 
ungenerous as to avail himfclf of thcdifcon- 
tent ; he tranfmitteda complaint from the 
planters to the Company, laying out their 
pretended grievances; loon afte/thc*Go- 
vei nor was recalled, and this officer appoint- 

■ ) is as mucli hated 
alter was beloved. 
:tion of a young qf- 
lappencd a melan- 
inily of one of the 
in the illand. Tltc 
; and’agreeabic wo- 
-'e, who probably 
n taught ; for the 
ter, commenced a 
; with the young 
d to her the Gallic 
pox. The hufband was foon affefted, per- 
haps betoif the unhappy woman knew 
what was the matter with hcrfelf ; but 
he, having never heard of the difeafe,’ wjft 
cred;i!ous enough to imjtute it to an’over- 
Itram, or fome fuch caule. but nevei- in 
the lead fufpeaed his wife. The o-uilty 
Iterfons went both to the furggon of the 
illand, and were foon cured. The poor 
planter went likewffe, but was fhifted off 

with 
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with a trifling anfwer. He, fome time 
after, difcovered his complaints to a fiirge- 
on of a fliip that had lately arrived, who, 
on examination, told him that he was 
fcvci^ly ^poxcd. The planter, confeious 
that he had had dealings with no other fe- 
male but his wife, natui ally became jcakms : , 
but prudently enough laid little, till oi^e 
day, while he was on the watch, \w canght 
tlie adulterers in the very act,/ which con- 
firmed his fufpicion by a con/ncing j)roof. 
The offender made his cfcaf/j to the fort, 
and, hearing that the pl.'^iiter threatned 
to take his life, he took l he firll oppor- 
tunity of going paiicngfr for England. 
Doubtlcfs the planter, if Iv coniinued to live 
with his wite, muff iie'^crtiicleis be unhap- 
py. Such are the exploits of fome of our 
lavv militaiy Itriplings! 

No lefs to the fhameand reproach of the 
clergy, another irifiance of the lame kind 
happened when I was there. A clergyman, 
lately lent over tiom England to fu])ply the 
vacancy occalioned by the deal h of the former 
iirjcumbcnt, to the fcandal of h.ls prcdefiion, 
ihewed himfclf a very diholule young fel- 
low. The firfl thln^g he did, and perhaps 
before he had made one fermon,- vyas to» 

debauch 
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debauch an agreeable young lady, the 
daughter of one of the principal men of 
the ifland. His intimacy with her was 
difeovered entirely by his own indil^rction. 
Her father was alarmed, and fwwe 
vengej and the offender was obliged to fculk 
for fear of him. At laft, thro* the 
int^Tiofition of fome friends, the father 
con(eilTc?ffu<j^pars from the injury, on coiv 
dition the p^on lliould marry his daugh- 
ter, the only Way left to atone for his 
crime, and lolretrieve the young ladyV* 
honour. But Ais he abfolutely refufed. 
Wlicn wc left th^ ifland, they were at great 
.variance i and, Vuloubtcdly, tlie parfon 
will be obliged ci^r to accept the offer, 
or return to hnglanirSdo avoid a greater 
punifhmcnt. Such arc Uie pious works of 
fome of our young fpiritual pallors ! 

T^iis being the firft place where I had 
ever had accefs to fee the llavcry of our 
fellow creatures, I could not help bewail-’" 
ing ;liclr hard fortune, and being fenfibly 
puched at the fight of their mifery. My 
heait lilcntly pleaded in their behalf, and 
pitied their mailers infenfibility, and fome- 
times cruelty, at the fame time that I con- 
demned them. Nofhing ever gave me a 
D ,beher 
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better kffbn of the mifeij and weaknefs 
of mankincL What is more cruel, barba- 
rous, unchiiftian, and lliocking to nature, 
than fee one half of mankind torturing 
thcothcrrorthatthcdiiTercnt tinftureofthe 
fkin, or fimplieity of manners, fhonld im!uce 
ns to cxercifc the grcatclf cruelty to\ra'‘'*d'5 
ihiCm. To make a propei ty of condep'iiierf 
malefaclors, is, I believe, cruiona'nt to 
the laws of God and man with what 
fhew of juflicc can wc i^j^ake flaves of a 
*peoj)lc of anotlicr free c/antry, and even 
of little children, who h(.ve done nothing 
to provoke us ? Were t|.ey not, were not 
all mankind onginarty/A)orn to liberty? 
Have they not the fe/ie pretenfions to the 
favour of the De’’’.^, and to life and im- 
mortality ? Ciiftom may make fuch prac- 
tices common, but will never make them 
lawful. 

I was told, ns an apology for the hard- 
fhips thc-y pul the (laves to, that they had 
fouktimes made attempts foi liberty, the love ‘ 
of v\hich is implantcfl in our very natures, 
Itaving frcqucnily run away with the boats, 
with a fmall Ifoie of water, yams, and 
ibmc other ncceii'aries they had ftolcn from 
tln^ir m'afters. But, as they were at fuch a 

vaft 



An Account o/'St. Helena, 35 

Vaft diftance from any otlier land, and ig- 
norant of navigation, they returned hack 
to their bondage, after liaving fpent their 
ftrcngth and provifions in vain. As they 
do not work on Sundays, tlrey^ ufefl to 
c^c on board us, in order to barter fidi, 
iemj)ns, ©’r. for bifeuit, falt-beefand pork. 

■^t may naturally be fuppofed, that the 
noti*lT?“«< fuch of the inhabitants as were 
never off tliVfland muff be very confined ; 
nor can their jLlitcnefs, copied chiefly from 
indifferent models, the fea-faring j)co])l(» 
be very extraor(»nary. Their finij)liciiy may 
be eafily conceivid from the following fpe- 
cimen of politcy^nverfalion. Some gen- 
tlemen, belongiiiVto one of our fhips, 
being in eompany^^i fevcral ladies of 
the hefl falhion, one of the gentlemen 
was Ijicaking of the fplendor of Vaiix- 
hall. and Ranclaugh gardens, and of 
the great ciowds of fine comjrany that 
alicmblcd there ; on which a lady, aceounP 
ed A wit in St. Helena, replied, “ O, 1 
fuppofe, all this is when the flnppingarc 
thcie, and the place full of company.” 
This fame lady is no lefs learned in the 
^ancients, than in the hiftory of mo- 

Mern times. Th^re were fc\V authors, 

t 2 _ even 
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even the moft abftrufe, but flie had ftu- 
died. In fliort, file lately favoured the 
world with an important difeovery, whicli 
is fufficient to demonftrate the force of her 
fuperioV genius, That the reafon why 

Homer called one of his books the Ilirads, 
‘‘ or, which is the fame thing, his cyc-hds, 
‘‘ was becaufe he was blind.” 

But I muft do the female fev hi./Q the ' 
jilflicc to fay, that they have ^I'greatcr flow 
of fpirit, and thirfl: after kr.owledgc, than 
^thc generality of the men ^ fomc of them * 
even travel ho gratify tiydr curiofity. I 
have fecn them in moft paj’ts of Indian and 
it is to their laudable effects that the Com- 
\\my arc obliged for the increafe of their 
white fubjccts in thoj^: parts. It is a plca- 
fiire to fee with what complaifance they 
I'eceivc a ilrangcr. Clapping their hands 
together, and making a low courtefy, is the 
manner of welcoming him. 

^ Their houfes are pretty clean. They 
always fpcak of England as their home, 
and moft of them that I have fpoke with 
exprefled a ftrong inclination to fee it. 
But the ties of fricndfhip, and the cx- 
pence oi tlic voyage, prevail with them to 
remain, .even alter refoiving on the voyage : 

fo 
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fo that few of them have ever been In their 
parent country. 

The climate is very wliolcfomc, and the 
coiiftant fca-hrcczcs render the heat vei y 
tolci ablc. We left a man of our com- 
pany in a deep confiimption to itcovcr his 

. I Vj'cnt once or twice a fliooting in the 
l.ungwood. Wc got fome very plump 
finall ^:ridges. There is plenty of fporU 
'But you Vnay\hill numbers, and bring off 
-few; for they Vtcn fall into rocks arnica- 
A’cin^ where itiwould be madnels to fol-* 
low them. \ 

Ihcre is no r^ular tide at this ifland, 
but a riling and &ling of the water about 
two or three feet.^^t the eaft lide of the 
i^ort, not far from the o^w-bridge, there is a 
||anding«place, with fleps to go up. But 
would prefer the landing-place called the 
Crrr,^a little, further eaft, both bccaufc 
the liirf is Icfs, and becaufe you can land 
|)cre with lels difficulty. The landing-' 
|plaec,at the fort has a crane for loading 
®nd unloading boats, with a rock funk im- 
|lcr it, which makes it very dangerous. 

• 

John Gray mufician. We fince received an ac- 
p;uni that he died about a^month after. 


Tlw<i 



38 An Account oj 8t. Helena. 

This is the place where our long-boat was 
fiove, and all the pcoj)le wafhed out, on 
the 28th of December laft. 

The inhabitants told me, that they never 
have any thunder or lightning ; nor have 
any of Uwm ever been feized with the 
fmall-pox, tho’ the Europeans that to\<jch 
there often brought the difeafe with them. 
It has been remarked, however, that when 
the inhabitants arc tranfported to- another 
climate, they are more liable that difeafe 
than any other people, and fu.fer more by it. 
e Having remained here tvjcnty days, and 
liaving delivered our florej?, taken in frefb. 
provifions, and rcfrelhed o[ irfelvcs, wc were 
now ready to fail. 


A 
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VOYAGE 

F R O M 

St. HELENA to-JAVA". 

O N Wcdncfclay the 14th of January 
1747, at five in the evening, our Cap- 
tain and fupercargocb ^amc on board. They 
were fainted with nine guns by our 
Ihip and the fort ; we weighed anchor 
at fcven, and, on our leaving the illand, 
we faluted the fort with ifine guns, 
which returned the fame number. Wt 
haeV variable winds, but an invariable heat, 
with great lightnings in the night. We 
were clofe followed by llioals of fharks, 
fiying-filh, and dolphins, w'hieh many of 
D 4 our 
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our feamen looked upon as an omen that 
our (hips crew would be foon fickly. 

On the 23d wc found ourfelvcs in lat 
25°, 3/, and that the variation of the 
compafs was 6°, 12'. W. About this time 
wefclt^the weather cool and damp, and 
continuedTo till the fifth of February, when 
we had a brilk, but dry gale of wind, with 
a large fwcll from the 8, W. With this 
wind we failed at the rate of ten miles an 
hour. 

On the fixth and fcventli, the wind dc- 
creafed, and the heat ictuiiicd. We 
thought ourf’lvcs near the Cape of Good- 
Hope j but, after founding 130 fathom, 
wc found no ground. At noon, our lati- 
tude was 36', 42'; the vaiiation was 17'’, 
24' W. 

^ , - / 

Wc Irequcntly (;.w very large gram- 

pufes, in appearance like the hull of a 
velicl of tliirty or forty tuns. The weather 
continued very thick and hazy from the 
thirteenth to the fevcntcenth, when wc had 
'very hard rains, and fudden fjualls of 
wind. 

On the twentieth it blew very hard, with 
great rains and lightning. One of our 
men fell from the main-yaid into the fea j 
I but 
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but the wind was fo violent that we could not 
bring her to, without running the rifk of 
carrying away all our marts, and the poor 
wretch was fuffercd to perirti in the ocean. 
This accident was imputed to his being in 
liquor. 

. On the twenty-firrt the violence of the 
v\Wther abated, and, on the twcnty-fccond, 
w*as clear, and inclining to a calm, when 
incredible numbers of birds, called Albi- 
troflcs, were flying about us. We began 
to wirti for feme frelh vi£luals, by taking 
feme of thefe fowls. For which j)urppre, 
as well as for aniulcmcnl:, we provided 
oui (elves with flrong fi/hing-lines ; to 
which, at proper diftanccs, we tied chips 
of wood, to prevent the lines from fink- 
ing. We baited our hooks with pieces of 
pork and beef. On^ letting out the lines 
a little way aftern of the Ihip, the birds 
darted down upon the baits and fwallow- 
ecl them. By giving the line a (udden pull, 
the hooks faftened, and we pulled timn 
into the fliip vvitii cafe ; but when we hap- 
pened not to hawl them in with alacrity, 
they bit the line thro', and got off ; and 
fometimes others of the flock, that were 
not intangled, would fly before, and bite 
the line, that th« intangled bird might e- 

•fcape. 
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One of them, m^afurd from i 
tjf of both wings ca' tended, ten fee 
They have a joint more in the wing than 
any other fowl / ever faw. They have a 
curious bill ; and a large web foot, as broad 
as a. inap’s hand. They arc lofty and 
ftroiigi have a fkin as thick as that of. a 
fliccp, and are covered with a fine goo;<e- 
c'oloured feather as foft as down. Not fa- 
tisfied witli admiring their beauty, wc kill- 
ed,' Ikinned, and boiled feveral of them.' 
The broth was very good, but when wc 
backed them, they tarted pretty ftrongly 
of fillij yet ve preferred them to hdt 
provifions. Ten of us fupped on one, and 
were well fuisfied. 

On the fecond of March the wind be- 
gan to increafe. We reelild our top-fails, 
handed our foretoK-fail and main-fail. 

The decks were always wet witli the fca. 
Rains and lightning were now very com- 
mon, and gave us little difturbance. 

. On the fourth wc had a great fwell, the 
lliip pitched very deep, and fplit our fprit- 
fail. We were now in lat. 36', 57.' and 
variation 26", i'. W. 

On the fifth the fwell abated, and the 
weather pretty fair and clear. Till the 
fifteenth npthing material happened, when, 
c at 
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at mid-night, we made the Ifland of Sl 
P aul’s, bearing S. E. from iis» At four in 
the morning, the body of it bore S, S, E* 
about fve ‘miles di/lant: at which time, 
being ouv neared didance, I took the fol- 
lowing ikctch of it. 



The fight of this iiland did not long de- 
tain us. We were glad of having feen it; 
for we wanted to corrccl: our longitude, 
and to take a frcfli (Icj)arture, as we had 
fufpefted a current ever lince we pafTed to 
the eaftward of the Cape of C^ood-IIopc. 
According to the beft charts and journals 
we had, it lies about 74 '> E- fi‘om the ine- 
ridian of London, in the latitude of 37®, 
5a'. S. The weather being hazy, we had 
no opportunity of taking an obfervation. 
We did not fee the ifland of Amfterdar;>; 
thg’ it is not far diftant. The idand of 
St. Paul’s, which lies mid-way between the 
Cape and New Holland, feems larger than 
St. Helena, has better ground, upon it, at 
lead is more verdant. It is furrounded with 
high and flcep roc^iS; yet is fakhto be def- 
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titute of frcfh water, and confequcntly of 
inhabitants. When I looked allcntivcly 
upon this uninhabited and remote parcel 
of earth, 1 was ftruck with a fecrct 
pleafure and awe, which I cannot eafily 
exprd's. It 'called to mind the infinite va- 
riety of the works of the Creator, that 
lie hid from the knowledge of the luimfin 
kind. 

After wc loft fight of this illanci, 
without attempting to go alhorc, wc had 
variable winds : a great fwell followed us ; 
and damps fell in the night, which made 
our deck appear in the morning as if it 
had rained. 

On the twenty-feventh, wc cleaned our 
lliip, righted our pinnace and long-boat ; 
and, on the twenty-eight, we deferied a 
very large vellel bearing N. N. E. about 
four leagues diftant. Not knowing but 
that it might he a French man of w.'^i', 
we cleared the deck and ftcerage, and 
made leady for a ftout defence. Butv.e 
wcie well enough pleafcd to fee her almnft 
out of our view, a-llcrn of us, next morn-. 

ing- 

On the ferond of April, wc had lain, 
lightning, and terrible thunder. 'Fhis, joined 
to the exccliivc heat of the Jim V;\ put usinto 
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a melancholy fituation* We obferved large 
diiftsof trees, and a turtle, on the fur- 
face; which were fure indications that wc 
were not far from land. 

On the third we bent our ' cables,' and 
m^ade ready our long-boat. 

On the fourth wc had fair weather; and, 
on Sunday the fifth, the man ported on 
the mart-head called down that lie faw 
land. About half an hour after, wc all 
faw it bearing E. N. E. at the dirtance of 
feven leagues. As wehad been eleven vvec'ks 
at fca fince wc left St. Helena, and our 
water ftinking, wc rejoiced at the profpecl 
of getting ficfn provifions. 

By the bye, 1 cannot help obferving, 
that the water v\e brought fiom thed’hames, 
after it luad corrupted and flood fomc 
time, again refined, and grew fwcet: a 
piqpeity that no other water we had on 
board poffefred but itfelf. i happened to 
touch the bung- hole of a calk of thi?* 
Thames water that had tiuis lefiiicd, and 
it immediately took fiie and biunt like 
l])irits. 

On the evening of the fifth, ihc body of 
Piince’s ifland bore E. by N. at the diflance 
of five or fix leagues, and the cull point of 
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Java bore E. and on the fixth, at fun-fct, 
we were within two or three miles of the 
Javan fliorc. 

On the fcventh, it was fair and fultry 
hot. In the iVr^ht, after a violent rain, 
the fultry heat inflantly changed to chil- 
ling cold. Our people wore only a flprt, 
troufers, and flioes; which made thefefud- 
den changes more intolerable. 

The frequent calms we met with in the 
ftraits of Si:iula, rendered our navigation 
very tedious,, being obliged to come to 
anchor and weigh again every two or three 
hours. At feven in the morning we fent 
the pinnace on Ihorc, on difeovery. At 
no(>ii Ihc rctuincd with a bottle, which 
they found hangiiig on the branch of a 
confpicuous tiee, at the watering-place of 
ja\a hc:ul. Tlie bottle contained letters, 
giving an aecount that iMulrais was taken 
from Us by tlic Fieiich. This cuilom of 
^conveying intelligence by ktters inclofcd 
and iealed up in bottles, and tied to, the 
brancins of uni fpicuous tree>', at the pla- 
ces oi the iilimis where the I Europeans u- 
fually lake 'in frelh water, is fo common, 
that every Ihij) that touches at thofe parts, 
looks for 'and evpcvtls if. 


At 
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At three this evening, there came a provz 
from Prince’s Ifland, with five Malaymen, 
aboard of us. They were loaded with 
turtle, cocoa-nuts, plantanes, fowls, ficc. 
which we bought from them. * They were 
qu*te naked to the belly, which was co- 
vered with a piece of ftriped cotton. An 
old man who fleered the prow, and vvlio 
feemed fuperior to the reft, wore a calic© 
gown, called a Banyan. 

They weve very hapj)y with the fight of 
the Englifli horfe, which was about thrce 
times larger than 'any of their breed. They 
ailvcd, and were permitted to have a fight of 
the cahbin ; but with inftruflions to thofe 
who attended them, to take care they ftole 
nothing ; for they arc dexterous thieves, 
ufmg their toes for that purpofe as nimblv 
as their fingers. 1 obferved that, contra- 
ry lo my ov.ii ex]:eClation, and to the opi- 
nion we cntcitain of them in England, 
they know the value of money very well; 
Thy alked more than double the value 
of their commodities, and what they really 
took for them. 

The prows arc built very ftxarp at both 
ftem and ftern, and confidcrably widened 
in the middle. They have a grtue, made 

. " #f 
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of the dices of bamboo-tree, drawn over 
the hold. As this grate, or covering, is 
tied with cord to each fide of the prow, 
they can walk up and down, without 
hui ting dieir commodities below, and can 
moft cxpcditioufly uncover them when 
they want to come at any particular kind 
of goods, Thefe prows arc fometimes 
covered aloft, in the form of an arched 
roof, with dices of the bamboo-tree fat- 
tened and covered with the cajan-leaves. 
I« fomc prows this arch is fo high, that 
the Malay jieople can ftand upright under 
them. They have a matt-fail and one 
mad, by which they lie very near the 
wind, and dill at a very great rate, fome- 
times not lets than eighteen miles an hour. 
In the prow that came on board of us, 
we law them making ufe of rice, pine- 
apples, and bananocs. The rice they, eat 
veiy hot. They kept their water in a jar 
<^at the (tern of the prow, covered with 
their grated deck, which they kept furprif- 
ingly cool, confulering that there was fuch 
an intenfe heat, that wc could not walk 
the deck without fcorching our feet, and 
burning the foies of our dices. Yea, tho’ 
our deck was every now and then watered, 

I 
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I have feen the planks fo flirunlt and dried 
by the fun, that I could have pi^ the fide 
of my hand into the gapes. 

I'hc people in this part ufc the milk of 
the cocoa-nut more than water fbi^om- 
mouKirink. It is clear, fvveet, and agree- 
able, at the fame lime extremely cool. 
Bcfidbs, there is, in the infide of the flielJ, 
*a fmall cruft, of about half an Inch thick, ^ 
and in tafte like the kernel of our fmall 
fcBritiih nuts. So that this cocoa-nut ferves 
often both for meat and diink. And the# 
ihind of it is fo tough, thaf they make 
ropes of it. 

As fomc of our people could fpeak a 
little in the xMalayan language, we afked 
them with whom tlicy traded? They told 
us, they came aboard of all fliips with 
goods and provilions, except thole under 
Dutch colours, tor that the Dutch had 
iifed tliem, on many occafions, lo cruelly, 
after pillaging them of all their goods, 
that they had refolvcd not to come near 
them For the future. 

On the 8th of Aj)ril, we weighed an- 
chor ; but tlie wind being fmall, and vari- 
able, we liad laborious work. By this time 
we were fo accuftomed to tlic terrible claps 
E 
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of thunde *, ufual in thefe parts, that our 
feamen died to call them the King of 
Bantam’s great guns. We bad this day a 
large airtlc drcilcd for dinner to our whole 
fifip’ company, being an hundred men. 
It is moll delicious food, and very nourilh- 
ing. It makes the fincll foup or broth, 
and has all the virtues commonly aferibed 
to jellies, eggs, viper-broth, kc. In this' 
fea animal one part rclcmbles foul, ano- 
ther flelh, and another filli, in colour and,. 
. taftc. 

On the iiinth, we weic becalmed, and 
fent our yawl, well armed, afliorc at Ban- 
tam, to get intelligence. 

On the tenth, we were within a league 
of Javan lliore, and, though much vexed 
with tacking and anchoring eveiy now and 
then, we wcjc agreeably cntciiained with 
the line green prolpen. d'hrough ourglaf- 
fes vve could fee the clullcis of various 
fruits hanging upon the tiecs, the country 
Intcrfpcrlcd with gioves and rivulets, and 
a variety of cuiioib hinls flying about us, 
ufing their dilfcrent notes or cries. At 
eleven o’clock we met with a Dutch fliip 
from Batavia, for Peifia, who informed 
.us, that the Dragon, Captain Kent, was 
• in 
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in Batavia road, and confirmeoUhe report 
that Madrafs was taken by tho^ French. 
This day feveral Javanefe prows Vnd ca- 
noes came aboard, with monkeys, J^arma- 
fettes, paroquets, turtle, fowls, and 'i^veral 
kinJls of fruits. Tlicy feldom went from us 
deep loaded. We diftributed fruit liberally 
to our people that were troubled with 
the fciirvy ; and fent our long-boat adiore, 
along with two Malays, to get buffaloes, 
greens, and other frclli provifion, who 
told us they duril: not brijig us tliem* 
as the Dutch guarda-cofta’s were Rati- 
oned there to prevent any fliips getting 
frcdi provifions but their own. 

On the eleventh, our lonir-boat returned 
with the two Malay men, and four large 
buffaloes, which a Dutch guarda-cofta 
obferving, fent a boat to catch them. 
The, Malays received a lignal, and made 
off in their canoe to the Ihore, without 
being taken. As we had given them 
half ^thc price of the buffaloes in hand, 
by this accident we faved the other half, 
which will now never be paid. 

The buffaloes refcmble our •Oxen, but 
are larger, and more cl unify j they have 
very little hair updn them. W/ien ^Jjey 
E 2 -are 
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arc caugli/ in the woods, cloths are tied 
about tlpr eyes, to get them aboard. 

This-^night we had much fhiinder and 
lightnifig, and, being near the Javan 
Ihcli^' heard a terrible noife of wild bcafts, 
wlio inhabit the overgrown woods of‘ the 
illaiul. 

The houfes in Java are raifed upon 
pillars eight or ten feet higli, to which 
tlicy afeend by a ladder, which is haul- 
ed up in the night. They arc built 
and polfedcd in this manner, both to a- 
void the ill effefts of the nightly damps, 
and to prevent an ailault by wild bcafts. 
The inhabitants were vciy hofpitable to 
our pco))lc when on ftioie, fetting rice, 
fruits, and other chcar before them. 

On Sunday the’twclfth of April, we had 
i’oinc fredi breezes of wind, which comforted 
us not a little in the extreme heat but, 
next day, the wind fell, and was fucceed- 
etl by the moft ftifling heat, accompanied 
witii tci rible thunder and lightning, and 
heavy rains, beyond all podible deferip- 
tlon. 

On the fourteenth we weighed anchor, 
the wind being at S. S. W, and, on the 
nincteeiith, came to' an anchor in Bata- 
‘ via 
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via road, having taken fourteen days to 
pals through the ftraits of Stoda. The 
ifland Onroeft, or No-reft, borc^^rom us 
N. W. by N*. the ifland of EdamV. N. E. 
and the cupola of Batavia churc* S. by 
E. Diftaut oft' fliorc two milss. ^ • 

We found nine Dutch ftiips, Icveral 
Chinefe Jonks, and the company's fliip 
Diagon, from Borneo, all at anchor in 
this road. We fainted the Dutch commo- 
dore, and the Dragon, who returned our 
compliment. Here we had information 
that a I'quadron of French men of WiU’ 
were lying oft Tclichcrry ; *and that the 
captain of the Company’s fliip Onflow had 
been put in* irons by the Sultan ot Bcnjar, 
till he Ihould deliver up an Indian Prince 
and all his treafure to the Dutch, who 
had fled to Captain Congreve for protec- 
tion. This moving relation fhall be given 
by and bye, 

Our voyage to Ben jar being now, for 
certain realbns, put off, the fine ftonc horfe, , 
formerly mentioned, was font afliorc at 
this*'place, as a prefent to the governor- 
general of Batavia, Baron Imhoff, and 
like wife a coach which w'c brought from 
London. 

•E3 


In 
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In this road we obferved feveral alliga- 
tors, which come from the rivers of Java, 
fwimmir^ round the veflels. 

Frony the twcnty-fixth of April to the 
eightee^/nh of May, wc did little elfe than 
take ip provifions. 

Oi the nineteenth of May, theday \Vhen 
the cities of Bantam and Batavia were 
furrendered to the Dutch, they had great 
rejoicings. The cannon of the caftle and 
o’thcr forts were fired, and anlwered by 
the Dutch admiral in the road. The En-- 
glifli olticers were invited to an evening 
entertainment in the Governor’s houfe, 
which they nioft prudently excufed them- 
felves from accepting As we had no 
reafon to join with them, we were only 
fj>€£):ators of their mirth. 

From this to tha fourth of June nothing 
remarkable occurred. We had this day 
advice of fix Englifli fiiips being detained 
at the Cape by two French men of war, 
^ And now we began to prepare for failing. 

On the ninth wc weighed, and, at 
noon, came to anchor in the ftream in 
fix fathom w^ater, the wind N. E. Wc 

♦ Rcmcm^>cr Bantam and Amboyna. 

fet 
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fet fail on the tenth, and pafjed between 
the iflands of Horn and Edami 
Being now in the ftraits of ^Anca, we 
found it a dangerous navigatior\ being 
all very narrow, and of very Afferent 
depths. We indeed got a DijtclT cljart 
of fliefe ftraits, who frequent them moft \ 
but even that, though they told us it was 
drawn by the beft Dutch pilots at Bata- 
via, was found very erroneous in many 
places, whether owing to inaccurate obfef- 
vations, or the funds Ihifting their place, 
I cannot determine. 
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OF THE 

ISLAND or JAVA, 

iTAVA is one of the SniKia iflands, and 
J extends from 3' to 8”, S. latitude, 
btin^r in Icnttth about 700 miles, and, in 
ibme places, 150 in bieadih. 

The natives, the original mafters of 
this illaud, arc Malays, pan of a nume- 
rous people in life Lall: Indies fo called. 
They tuv ot a moderate Idaturc, black, 
though not fo deep ns the natives of Gui- 
nea ; they arc well lltnped, and their hair, 
as o^ ail other Indians, of a Ihining black, 
and very long. They arc generally found 
to be proud, treacherous, and much given 
to lying. l‘hc men go naked to the mid- 
dle, which is covered with a piece of ca- 
lico, or cotton, reaching nigh to their 
I ' knee. 
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knee. Some of the women go in the 
fame manner ; bat thofe aboiiVtlie towns 
and coafl, w^ar a waiilcoat of cot- 

ton, with llrait heeves, ami lacci. b.iore, 
whidi, ilo 'in;/ -a* brcaif, fnew their 
neck to iKh am. gc. Thev wrap a pkee of 
llampcd cotton, or calico, about tlicir 
nnc^ldlc, icicrnbhng a handkerchief, v/hich 
, ferves for a petticoat. As the vvailixoat 
does not reach quite down to this thin 
petticoat, there appears a lift of tawny 
ikin all round thcii middle. 

Doth foxes have gcnciaily^^ood feature’^, 
and, contrary to wliat we commonly ob- 
fcive of the, Blacks amongftusin England, 
who aic all brought fiorn Ouinca, they 
have no flat nofes, thick lips, nor woolly 
heads, but liavc as great a variety of fea- 
tures as any people in the woild. They 
marry very )Oung, efpeeially the females, 
who are lipe to have chikli on at twolvc 
ycais of ago, and aro generally part: child- 
bearing at the age ot thiity. 

Jlie Javan women are exceeding amo- 
rous, and have a peculiar excellency which 
many of our European ladies cannot hoaft, 
namely, conftancy to their lovers. But, 
indeed, they exjjcct that tlie men lliould 

be 
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be no lefs faithful in their turn ; for, if 
the female Rnd any reafon to fufpeft her 
gallant cf infidelity, a potion, or feoae 
other fiA means, are found to put atj 
end to ^11 future intercourfe. 

Thc^ have fine regular features, little 
fwelling breads, fprightly eyes, Ihining 
black hair, and very long, fometimes 
hanging negligently down their backs, , 
but oftner neatly wreathed round their 
heads; they have a pleafing foftnefs in 
their manner, with a moft agreeable 
finile or laugh. So that, though they are 
tawny, they might pafseven in Europe for 
handlbme. They are all very cleanly, 
bathing every evening and morning, and 
particularly after any kind of evacuation. 
This they do in obedience to Mahomet, 
whom they follow.' They have commonly 
a ftrong fmell, occafioned by rubbing their 
fkin with oil, which not only preferves 
them from being burnt with fcorching 
heat, but renders their fkin foft and fmooth. 

The men, by their law, are allowed^two 
or three wives, and the married women, 
though they enjoy full liberty, pay a pro- 
found rci'pect to tlicir hulhands- 

This iiland is exceeding hot, and, in 
fome paits, vciy uiwVholi'ome, efpecially 

about 
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about the bays and lliores, wh|^re the lands 
are level : for, after a fl(xxl, ar d the rctir*- 
ing of the waters, the whole ^‘^ui facc is 
covered with ouze and mud ; and the rays 
of the fun falling perpendicularly, vlaifcs a 
very thick vapour; hcfides, the infole- 
rabfe ftcncii of a multitude of frogs and 
infeds tliat the waters leave behind, and 
whl^li ai c foon killed by the heat of the 
fun, coirujus the airillelf for fomc time. 
Farther uj) the country, there are vaft 
nuiniKV (d’ trees and herbs, that have 
not \v h'\ < touched by the hand of 
man iii' , \ u:h produce great 

vapouir, and renueis tiic air I'ulK’althfiil. 
Near the tovvns the v. oo-is are (nodly cut 
down, and coidecp'cj ily the air is ibmc- 
what better, indeed, were it not for the 
fea-bieezes, which nevcV fail to come every 
twelve hours, there would be no living on 
thi^ illand at all ; for, when the fca-brecze 
ccafes, and the land breeze liiccccds, the 
place is more liot and ftifling than a glafs- ' 
houfe in Britain. 

Theevenings and mornings are plcafant- 
cil, though even then very warm; thefetoo 
are the only hours of bufinefs or diver/ion, 
and, indeed, it may be faid they conftitute 

tho 
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the clay, ioj this and all other places under 
the Torrk^Zone, 

The people of this ifland divide the year 
into th^wet and the dry feafons, inftead of 
Summdt' and Winter as with us. I'hc winds 
in this part of the world blow the one half 
of the year one way, and the other lialf 
another, with very little variation. When 
thele winds change, they call it the break- 
ing up of the Moonfons, at which time 
there are prodigious Iforms of wind and 
rain that we liave no example of in Eu- 
rope. Tiie v.clieily nioonlon continues 
from September to Apiil, which is the 
wet fcafon, having almoft continual and 
heavy rains during that pei iod. 

This illand is exceeding fertile, but 
uncultivated. Plenty of all forts of In- 
dian fiuits grow here fpontancoufly ; and 
no Ids ])lenty ol buffaloes, cows, fmali 
horfes, deer, hogs, and all forts of poul- 
try, are to be found, without any other 
owner than he who takes them. The 
trading towns employ people to take them, 
and fell them out to any purchafer that 
comes. 

In this jdand, fomc of the inhabitants 
are defeended tiom Europeans, and retain 
the cuftcims ut their ancellors. 


Bcfides 
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Ecfulcs the common Indian trees and 
rootSi they have planted many of our Euro- 
pean trees a‘nd pot-herbs. 

Here we found monkeys of various fpe- 
cies, parrots, paroquets, and* fquirivLs, 
with membranes rcfembling wings, with 
wliich they fly from tree to tree. 

I’berc arc incredible numbers of curious 
and beautiful flies and infecis, wliiclj, 
if the annua! rain happens ever to hiil, 
entirely cleftroy the fruits of the earth. 

About the I'ivers and marfhes arc found 
numbcis of feipcnts, crocodiles, or alli- 
gators, feme of them of a prodigious fizc. 
We fomeiiincs hied fhot at them, wlien 
they came near us. I have feen them 
near thirty feet long. They lie commonly 
at the fide of rivers, among bullies, when 
they watch their prey. They ly fo dole, 
thc^t they appear, in colour and fize, like a 
larac trunk of a tree; fo that a Ifran^cr 
is in great danger of becoming a piey to • 
this voracious animal. He mav be fur- 
jirifed and deffroyed the fame inlfant. 

There is an animal here, v/hich I had 
the cuiiofty to viev/ very atteptively. It 
rcfembled the human form much more 
than any creature I had ever feei/. It was 
young, had mcduncholy look, tliS Tacc 

almoft 
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almoft quitt bare, but the heacb eye-brows^ 
and lower part of the chin very rough* 

It made little noife, Ihcwed great fondnefs, 
in grafping me around and Iqueezing me j 
and fometdmes made a low penfive found, 
as if whining and crying. It walked 
upright with great cafe, and was about 
three feet and a half high. It had no tail, 
and was very often found in the woods. 
Some people, not confidcring in the fcale of 
being what an al molt imperceptible gra- 
dation is conftantly obferved between one 
/pecics of animals and that which is next 
to it, and ftruck with the near refemblance 
of this creature to tlte humaii kind, both 
in form and i’agacity, liave accounted for 
its produftion in tiie following manner : 
That the cruelty ,of the Dutch to their 
Malayan female Haves, often obliged them 
to fly into the w'oods to cfcapc the cruelty of 
their tyrannical rnafters ; and, being forced 
to live there lolitarily, it was thought that 
they might, by length of time, tuin mad, or 
infenliblybrutilh, and might have yielded to 
an unnatural commerce with fome animals 
in the woods, by which this ftrange animal 
I have been fpcaking of was produced. 

The ^;Jalayan language is fpoken by the 
nauw^cs of this illand in a variety of dia- 
lers, 
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kfls, and is eafily acquired, perhaps eafier 
than any foreign living language in the 
world. I know feveral Englilhmen, who, 
in fix months refidence among them, 
have been capable to tranfad^ any buh“ 
nefs with them, and to fpeak it tolerably 
well. It is foft and pleafant to the ear. 

•A fpecimen of the Malayan language 
follows, which may be ufeful to people 
who have occafion to touch at any of the 
ports in this part of India. 

An Almond, Sanvzan, 

Almoft all, Amph famoa. 

lam here, Ad duy la de fmu 

A horfe, ' Cooda, 

An anchor, l^aoo. 

To anchor, &aho faoo halo. 

To anchor in a port, Sangar. 

An anchoring place. La boa^vn. 

Another, Lian, 

Not that, another. Lain derre pado, 

A letter, Balas foorat. 

Any one, Barange fiappo. 

An Aj)e, Mo?iiet, 

Even as, or like as, Buggmena, 

Like this, this Buggene, 

Even fo, or fo, Buggeetoo, 

80 much, Banyak. , 

So great, Bajaor, 


Bad 
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Bad, 

A bag, 

A balkct, 

Batavia, 

A bay, 

To bs not, 

^ lK‘ar, 

A bcc, 

Beef; 

Beetle n\it, 

Bc'/oar, 

Big wiili young, 
a' bird, ^ 

A tiger, 

Blue, 

A blullei ing VNiud, 

A boar, 


Jatrat^ 

Caroon* 

Cranjong : . 

Jack^tra, 

"Telooc, 

yangon. 

Browang. 

MadAoci. 

Suppee^ fappac^ 

Benatig^ 

Gotrga. 

Branfing, 

B'joroong. 

Mdum boivas: 

Biroo, 

yhgin reboot, 
Bohbee j ant atu 


To L;oalioard a Nalck c.ipal. 

'ioc'.)mcrro!nallui>,'7flfl/-a«« derre, paila 
cap<d. 

A boatfwain, .7'"'*’ bafao, 

A i)oo!<, 

A woi'^Kt for gold, 1.7, 

1 07.. 8 dr. 1 2 gr. troy. 

A man did go, oiwijooda pegcc. 

To tan y, Nantcf. 

To rcck'i’.; iddmg. 

To foigivo, Vud-onc, 


Addled 
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Addled as an egg, 

Boo fooc, , 

To be fo or fo, 

Buggetoo^ 

A merchant, . 

Soodagar. 

An enemy, 

Satroo, 

Aik advice, 

Mint a jamaU 

Afternoon, 

Lepdi tenga arree. 

One after another, 

Majjhig, majjing. 

llring again, 

Conibalecan, 

Come again. 

Combalela, 

What age is he, 

Brapa Oomor. 

A (laVj 

Lepas, 

A gun, 

BudJeeL 

Alive, 

Edap, , 

All alike, 

Sama jooga. 

All come, t 

"Towns pootce. 

A boatfvvain, 

Bade cnpal^ ^jurchabao. 

A bucket to draw wa 

L- 

ter in, 

Bakas timho. 

To buy, 

Billce bkc. 

By day-light. 

Pada Lcangtvws, 

A c’Tige, 

Coorcongon, 

Calm, 

Ampa. 

Can be, 

Bollee jaddee. 

A candle, 

Dion. 

A cannon, 

Mirriam. 

Cannot, 

Tida bolee. 

Canoe, 

Cayin J'ngar/ 

A capon, 

F 

Ay am camhir. 

' " tautain- 
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Captain, ; 

Pangooloo. 

A fupercargo, 

Ana cooda. 

Certain or true, 

TantoOyfoQngoo, 

Cinamon, 

Cayoo manio. 

Scizars, 

Gonting. 

Cloves, 

Cbarckee, chankan. 

A cloud, 

Awang. 

Coaft, 

Pantee laoot. 

Game cock, 

Ay am balalang. 

Colours, or flags. 

Warna toongee. 

A Ihip’s crew, 

Alam. 

How much docs that Awa cabal balm €t09 

veffcl contain, 

moo at brapa. 

Contrary wind, 

Angin derree a couan. 

Red coral, 

Poalam marjan. 

How much coft that, Braba de belkton etoo. 

Coft me a dollar. 

Kin a In lice fungen ja- 


pical. 

Cotton, 

Capas. 

A windward country, hlcgree alias an yd. 


as Surat, Bengal, 
and coaft of Coro. 


inandcl, is called. 

A leeward country, Negree baoa anyu\ 
as all the lands to 
the eaftward of Ac- 
kec to the Molluccas 
Criftal, Palamban, 


A 
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A cow, 

Limboo betina fup* 

To crofs the fea, 

Sabra?tg tampayy 

A cutlafh, 

SomJia}\ 

Depart, 

Laloo, 

Go back. 

Polang. 

Eveniiig, 

Petang arro, * 

Don't fail, 

Jajigon tida. 

How /ar, 

Brapa jaoo. 

fathom, 

Depa, 

Fed this, 

labat la en. 

The feet, 

Cakkee, 

Fifteen, 

Lima bias. 

A dry fig, 

Booa ara Jdrray; 

Salt filh, 

Eca?i gat ram. 

Dried fifli, , 

Ecan kirring. 

A fleet of flilps, 

Ancatan capah 

A flower, 

Bcofiga. 

Flood, 

Ayer pcifang. 

A nofegay, 

Boonga Ja roonei 

A fire flie, 

Kocrang koon. 

Did not, 

Boocon tida. 

Did, 

Be booat. 

. Do not, 

Ja?igon tina. 

A dog, 

Anjing, 

Dragon s blood, 

Jernong fatinong. 

Dragon, 

Oolar iiaga. 

Drop anchor, 

Laboo Jaoa. . 

Eaft, 

Pi?7imore, 


F 2 ’Ebbing 





Ebb'mg water, 
Eight, 


Eighteen, 

Eighty, 

To empty, 
Enough,' 

An cnlign, 

Enter, 

A Frenchman, 
.Fielli water, 

A friend, 

A foe, 

'A croaking tVog, 
Fruit, 

A gale of wind, 
(hllllck, 

Ginger, 

A glals to dilnk, 
A goat, 

To go, 

Ur, 

L'p a il er, 

Fine g )k], 
C’oaile d.iilo. 
Gold ore, 

Gold dnlf. 


Jfcr Jkroof, 

Dclapcin. 

DehipCtn bias, 
Ddapan poolos. 
Am paean, 

Sooda, 

Tooiv^al, 

Mafooc. 

Oran Jrancees, 
Ayet ta^var. 
Sobat, 

jerdec cha lab, 
Bonec katah. 
Boon, 

Sa tiop tifiAin 
Bercang potce. 
Aha, 

Caeba clunvan. 
Cambimg. 

Pegee, 

Naiek, 

J\f It 'sdiih jwC tig ay • 
Ma\ clyM'kce, 
Mas raeda. 

Mis la ppa II, 
Mas 0:rex, 


An iron , to try gold, Or/r mas, 
A gcofe, Angoa. 


Grapes, 
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Grapes , ' 

Bcoa rmgeor. 

Gray hair, 

Bamia// odbd, 

Plow great, . 

Brapa bejar. 

Greater, 

Lcbhec bcjd}\ 

Green, 

ILjii, 

I giKis it is four Siiya kcrc Leva (iivtat 

o’clock. 

jam. 

A firelock, 

Alltngardd. 

•To load a gun, 

Moodt budd’ c. 

Prime a gun, 

Zomlo huddcc. 

, Fire a ^un, 

P a jjoig bud did!. 

A lioule, 

Rccma, 

The right haiul, 

Paugam 

iiCft hand, 

hingcin kirnw 

A hankcrchicf. 

Sa/' 0 (^do7ig. 

A hanger, 

bdfu/c'Uil* 

A harbour, 

PelooL 

A hart, or deer, 

Roqfa, 

Not yet, 

Booloom, 

How long time, 

Brapa fama. 

How*nuich does it all Brapa jaddea famm^ 

come to, 

A Jew’s harp, 

Jenjoong. 

An ifknd. 

Pooko, 

Keel of a fliip, 

Pa7idat capaL 

To keep, 

T'oofjgoo. 

A kid, 

Anak cambin^. 

Give me a kifs, 

Bree cho m pai}). 


3 


I 
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I don’t know, Kitta teda taoo, 

A lafs or virgin, Anak dara. 

A league, Gow, ■ 

A lemon, Jcrooc, 


Malays 

to English Numbers* 

I, Sdtoo. 

8, Delapan. 

. 2, Diia. 

9, Sambelan. 

3 . 

1 0, Sa pido. 

4, Ampat, 

o' 

* 5, Lima. 

30, fdgapulo, &C, 

6, Anam. 

1 00, Sa ratos. 

7, Loogoo. 

1000, Sa riho. 


All merchants and others refiding here, 
as well as in many other parts of the Eaft 
Indies, Ipcak either this or the Portuguefe 
language j for, without either one or the 
other, they could not carry on their 
commerce. 

The chief commodities oF this, 'and in- 
deed of all the Sunda iflands, are fugar, 
arrack, pepper, rice, and teak timber for 
building fliips. 

I ha^e mentioned already the cocoa- 
tree but there is one no lefs ufeful here, 

called 
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called by them the Libby-trce, and by the 
Europeans the Sagoe-tree. This tree 
grows jn the woods, is hard, but thin, 
and produces much white pith, like our 
alder. Of this pith they make the thing 
wc .call fagoc, which, when * boiled’ in 
water, is very wholefomc, j)leafant, and 
noiy ifliing, and you may boil it to what 
confiftcncy you plcafc. liy adding a little 
wine and fugar, it is extremely delicious, 
I took it for breakfaft many months, mix- 
ed with a fpoonful or two of arrack. Of 
this pith the inhabitants fometimes make 
bread, when they are fcaicc of rice. 

They gi'Qw fome tobacco, but it is not 
near fo itrong as that of Viiginia ; it has 
an agreeable fmell, and is only ufed in 
fmoaking by the natives. The Malays 
life no pipes, but rc/ll a leaf to the 
thicknefs and length of a finger 3 this 
they light • at one end, and fmoak at 
the other, till two thiuls is confuined, 
and then throw it away. They fcldom 
drii^Jc any thing while they fmoke. 

Though they have grapes in plenty, 
yet their climate is too hot for mak- 
ing wine i fo that what wine they the 
F 4 is 
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is imported from Euroj)e, Perfia, and 
the Cape of Good-Hope. 

The chief cities are Bantam and Ba- 
tavia. 
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CITY OF BANTAM. 

T ri E once famous Bantam is fituatc 
at the welt end of the illand, and was 
foimeily the flourilhin^ metropolis of a 
great kingdom, and where the Englilh 
and* Dutch ’ had factories till 1682; at 
which time our friends, the Dutch, fo- 
mented a war betwixt the old king and 
his f«n. The father would not come into 
their meafures, and become their humble 
Have. But the fon, like many of our 
European princes, more fond of* a crown 
than wifdom, went into tlieir mealiiics. 
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The- Dutch, with the aflillance of the 
rebels, fet the fon on the throne, and 
took the old king prifoner, and feat him 
to their fettkment at Batavia, on the fame 
ifland. In the year 1683, they pretended 
to have a power from the new king to 
fet the Irnglidi and Dane^ a-packing; 
wliich they did with a great deal of in(b- 
lencc and inliumanity. They next built a 
ifrong fort, within piftol-fliot of one that 
the old king had eicfted as a bridle on 
their encroachments. I'hcn tiny ruined 
fhc buildings', niallacicd many thoufands 
of the innocent inhabitants, deprived the 
new king, who they had jufl fet up, of 
his fovereignty, and have made him and 
his defeendents, ever fince, their luimblc 
vaifals. Thus tliey reduced a large and po- 
pulous city, ando'neof the laigcft ports 
in the eaftern feas, twelve miles in circum- 
ference, to which all nations reforted, to 
a poor wretched place, where theie is 
nothing to be feen but tlie ruins of whar 
it once has been; and has neither trade 
nor any thing clfe to render it defueable. 
This city, fuch as it now is, is fituated at 
the foot of a mountain, out of which if- 
fues three rivers, or ratlier one dividing 

itfeli' 
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itfelf into three branches ; two of 
furround the town, and the other runs 
through the middle of it. 

The Dutch dill keep a garrifon here of 
four or five hundred Ibldiers^ to fecure 
their factory, and keep the natives in fub. 
jeftion, who have a rooted enmity at the 
Dutch : for if a Dutchman goes but a very 
fmall didance from tlie fort, it is a great 
chance if ever lie icturns. Tlic nativts 
throw the lance dexteroufiy, and Ihoot 
poifoned darts through a wooden jiipc 
fixed to their bows. , ' 

The only producl of this part of the 
ifiand is pejiper. It al'.ouiids fo much 
with this uleful f|acc, that I have heard 
the inhabitants, and the Dutch tlicmfilvcs, 
fay that they could export liom this part 
10,000 tons per annum. 

The road is dill pictty good for fliiji- 
ping, with a plealant liay, in which fe- 
veral fmall iflands are fituated, which, till 
witliin thefe few years ])ad, retained their ’ 
Englifh names. The natives called them 


by thofe names, to drew their regard for 
the Englifh, and how much they lament 
the lofs of their trade among .•lieni; and 
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allow him a kind of palace, and a 
Dutch-Malay guard to attend him at Bata- 
via j yet he is under fubjeftion to the 
Dutch general, and dare not do any 
thing without his allowance. The fmall 
grandeur he enjoys is a piece of Dutch po- 
licy, the better to keep the natives under 
fubjeftion. 
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I3ATAVIA, Vv^hlch is entirely fub- 
iijj jecl to the Dutch, and the me- 
tropolis of their fettlemdnts in the Eafl: In- 
dies, lies about forty miles to the eaftward 
of .Bantam; in 6 o‘" S, latitude, and 160 
E. longitude from London. 

This city is fituate at the bottom of a 
finejbay, in wliich there are feveral fmall 
iflands that break the violence of the waves, 
and in which one hundred fall may ride 
at anchor with I'afety. There ds a fine 
flat country round the bay. 


The 



b 
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The city is almoft fquare, and is built 
with ‘brick and white Hone, after the 
manner of the houfes in Holland. The 
ftreets are wide and fhaight: in twelve of 
the principal ones are canals in the mid- 
dle, with fine Ibne-bridgcs over ; and, on 
each fule of the canals, fine rows of ever- 
green trees are planted. This fituatioii 
not only makes the place very pJcafint, 
but renders the fcorching heat lefs intole- 
rable about noon. 

About the city is a flrong wall, with 
tVu'ty baftions, well planted with cannon. 
They are fo placed that they can he ol as 
much fervice againil an infurrj^clion in the 
city, as againlt an enemy without the 
walls; for the guns arc eafily brought to 
point down the principal if I'cets and ave-^ , 
nucs of the place, " 

On the weft fide of the city ftands a 
ftrong fort, which commands both town 
and road. It has four royal baftions fa- 
ced with ftone, but no other moat than 
the canals, which lie at fome diftance 
from the ramparts, are about twenty feet 
broad, and fordable inmoft places. The 
governor’s houfe, and the houfes of the 
principal officers of the Dutch company, 
H are 
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are within this fort ; fo that it is crowded 
with buildings. 

In the middle of the city tliere is a large 
fquare, which is iifed as a parade by the 
garrifon. On the weft fide of this fquare, 
Hands* a great church, whofe cupula, tho' 
not fo large, yet refemblcs that of St. PauVs 
at London fo jnuch, that the Lnglilh fai- 
Jors commonly givx* it that name. On the 
fouth of this fquare is the Stadthoufc, on 
, the north a fine range ot buildings, and 
on the eaft one of the great canals. 

The fuburbs, which, in dome parts, 
reach half a league into the country, are 
as large as the city itfelf, and inhabited by 
Chinefe, Portuguefe, and Malays, In thefe 
fuburbs, where the people are moft indiif- 
trious, are the greateft number of fliops, 
and work-houfes, for mating arrack, lu- 
gar, &c. A few years ago, when the Chi- 
nefe iti the fiibuihs were more numerous 
than at prefent, the Dutch mallacicd a- 
bout 30,000 of them, on pretence of their 
entering into a confpiracy to take the city 
I once, in company with fome Dutch peo- 

* But rather to plunder them of their ricltcs, which 
they had got by induftry and trade. 



So Account of the City of Batavia* 

pie, termed it the Dutch MalTacre, who 
imartly told me it was the Chinefe war< 
I was obliged to change the term, left I 
ftiould have fallen a facrifice to their refcnt- 
ment, , 

The governor allows the Chinefe to 
chufe a judge from among themlelves, 
for determining all private difputes.- He 
allows them the free exercil'c of their reli-„ 
gion, their temples, and burial-places. 

No Chincle women arc permitted, by 
.the laws of China, to leave their own 
country: fo.that the China-men, in this 
place, are obliged to marry the natives. 

Europeans thdt'i-efide at' Batavia buy, 
or keep as fervants, the moft beautiful 
Malay women. There are a few Dutch 
white women in the city, but fo fickly and 
weak, that, were I to refide among them, 

I would fooner chufe one of the natives 
than one of them. 

In this city are people of all nations, 
and all perfuafions. To keep them under 
a regular government, and prevent. rebel- 
lion, requires a deal of judgment and 
prudence, as well as power, in executing, 
with ftrfdtnefs and feverity, the eftablilhed 
law. The governor has a body of 20,000 
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men under his command, looo of which 
are on duty day and nigiit in and about 
the city. Moil of the ibidiers arc but 
poorly clothed, and thofe of the Malays 
liaving^ neither (lockings nor iliocs, ciit 
but a forry figuic; and few of tlieni arc 
able to (land the report of a gun, without 
Ikipping or crying, as if fiightiicd out of 
their fenfes. I'herc arc indeed fevua! ex- 
])crt Dutch officers 'over them, wlio, ac- 
cording to the maxims of govcianneiU in 
thofe paits, keep them in Uriel difeipline 
by cliallKcmcnt and cruelty. Tlic gover- 
nor, who knows how much tlie world is 
taken with appearances, takes to himfelf 
the title cf Governor-General of the Kail 
Indies, and keeps up the ilatc and retinue 
of a king. When he goes abroad, his 
coach and fix is preceded by a troop of 
horfc guards, a company of haibcrdccrs 
furround it, and another of foot bring up 
the rear. His guards arc all clothed in 
yellow fatin, trim’d with filver-lacc, and 
make a more fplcndid fliow than the life- 
guards of any European prince. The In- 
dian princes pay him great homage, and 
attend his levee. Their continuing above 
the rank of Haves depends on his will and 
G caprird, 
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caprice. Sometimes thirty, and never Ms 
than twenty fhips of war lie in the road, 
waiting his orders : with thefe he not only 
infiilts all the Indian princes in this part 
of the woild, but crowns and dethrones 
them at jdealiire. 

Batavia is the great magazine of the 
Dutch Eaft India comprmy, and, I believe, 
the riclicrt place too. Hither arc conlign-^ 
cd the rlcli merchandizes of Japan and the 
fpice illands, as well as rhofeot Perfia, Su-,, 
rat, Bengal, and the coafis of Malabar 
‘ and Coromandel, bcfides European com- 
modities. Tlicy tianfport thefe Indian 
merchandizes into Europe, wliere tlicy arc 
convcited into ready money. So that their 
India trade is fo far from dimlnilhlng, that 
it incrcafcs their treafurc more than all the 
othei' parts to which they trade. As a proof 
that they have more Ipice than they need 
for traffic, I have feen them burn 'whole 
Blip-loads to keep up the price, and which 
I was told they do every two or three years. 
When I faw a large field covered wkh pep- 
per, nutmegs, and other fpices, all in flames, 
and Malay flaves placed at different dif- 
tances, ‘ftiring up the fire with long iron 

hooks, 
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hooks, it brought Milton's reprcfcntatioii 
of hell frcfli into my memory. 

The governor [permits no fpices to be 
exported by any private merchant, nor 
docs he allow the inhabitants npovc two 
or three poundsin tlicir houfes for private 
life. Yet I have feen conhderable (juanti- 
ties rmuggled aboard by Malay and 

even by Dutchmen themiclvcs. 

The duties on goods, imported or ex- 
ported by foreigiieis, is commonly farmed 
out by the governor to an opulent Clnnefe 
merchant. 

About the months of November or De- 
cember, abdut fifteen, fometimes twenty 
fail, of Jonks, from one lumdred to eight 
hundred tons burden, come hither iioin 
China, who furnidi this place with the 
merchandizes of that country, at an eadier 
rate than they could have them by fend- 
ing* their fhips thither. Eacii ot thefe 
Jonks has a number of people aboard. 
Their hold is divided into ftveral apart- 
ments, in each of which is a Chinefe mer- 
chant with his goods. They commonly 
return to China in June. 

In this city there are fome very beauti- 
ful girls, d redid ip a loofe Indian habit. 

G 2 * put 
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But their continual chewing the nut of 

the btctlc tree, which makes their teeth 
blacky fpoils them to a European talk. 
Both fexes Life this nut, and fnioke opium, 
which, tho' it dyes their teeth black, pre- 
vents tooth-achs and feurvy in the gums, 
and imikci; tlieir lips of a vermilion colour. 

1 loon learned tins cuftom, wliicli few of 
my countrymen would fubmit to, and 
continued it, till 1 could get none of them 
to life. 

Ihe common drefs of the Dutch women 
1*^ a white iiight-gown ; but when they go 
to church, put on their European drefs, 
with a temale Have behind, carrying the 
beetle nut and chinam in a box. 

The gentlemen and ladies, when they 
go abroad at noon, arc attended by their 
Haves carrying umbrella’s, or kita-fol’s, 
over their heads, to keep off the rays of 
tlic fun. Nay, there is not a common 
Dutch foldicr but muft have his black boy 
to carry his umbrella and wipe his fliocs. 

The people here called Portiigucfc, »tho’ 
they fpcak the language, are rather blacker 
than the Malays, but wear the Portuguefe 
liabit. They are indeed the defccn- 
•lants of the Portuguefe who firft inha- 
bited 
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biteci hci'e, and, mixing with the M:iJa^ 
women, are now little different from the 
natives. They Hill profefs Chridianity. 
I have been in their church, and faw their 
black priciis pcifoim fcrvice. They aye 
proud and qnairclfomc. 

Men of biifmcfs bercfcldom wear coats, 
but .a vvaiilcoat, white iiiglii-cap, and 
^ltocI;ings, UKuli; eitlicr of linen or cotton; 
except when tlicy pay a viht : and, as loon ’ 
as you caiter a gcii-lenian’s houle, a Have 
waits at the door to pull it olf. 

Dinner here is commonly over about 
two o’clock, when water is brought I)y a 
ilavcroiUid thelabh', to walk lumds, face, 
and moiilli. After finoaking a pipe, all 
ictire to particular apaitmcnts, and lie on 
a couch to lieep till lour or five. During 
the time of deep, a Have or two fiaiuls by 
each, with a fan, to cool, andke^p oil Hies 
or infects froi'n the face and hanus. 

The mulhetoc is a very imall fly, ftings 
fmartly, makes a great buzzing, and is 
muc!i,of tlic nature of our gnats in ba^g- 
kmd. When Europcaiis come firfi: hei'c, 
the mulketocs are apt to bcvei y troublcfome 
to them; fometimes thnr faces anddkinaic 
fo much fwcllcd by the bites of thefe animals, 

G 3 ’ tliaf 
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that a man will find difficulty to know his 
intimate acquaintance; but, after we have 
continued fonic time here, the effeft of 
their fling is not fo great. ‘ All the time 
I was in Batavia, I could get no reft in 
my bed Vor them, though I kept my gauze 
curtains as clofe as poffible. A perfon is 
very ready to fcratch the part of the body 
which is llung ; but it is extremely dan- 
' gcrous:^ for I have feen ibme of our pco-" 
pie’s legs and arms full of running holes 
that 1 could have put my finger in, occa-" 
‘ lioncd by their having imprudently fcratch- 
cd themfeUV's after b.ing bit. We all 
know that wounds and lures, in a hot cli- 

f . . 

mate, are very ready to pulnty, and con- 
feqiiently aie lU't eafilv cured. 

I lodged in an liiilnnan’s lioufc, wlio 
lead been in many count] i:s, and various 
fkiiioiis ot liic; and who Iccmed as if he 
had collccded in liimfelf the, bad of each 
nation, but the good of none ; yet 
had made a deal of money. When I went 
to bed, I had five or fix Haves to attend 
me ; one with a candle, anotlier b untie 
my cl'jthes, and fave me tlie whole trouble 
of uiKjiefiing mylelf. This, though the 
culloiu of the place, furprifed me not a 
' ' little, 
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little,' and raifed in me many rcflcftions 
at one part of mankind being i'o inifcrably 
iubjefled to the other. For bed and board 
I paid a dollar, or crown, per diem. 

Here the Dutch have a mint, where dol- 
lars, rupees, and othcrlefler monies arc coin- 
ed. Tlieir workmen fall fhort of our Euro- 
peans in making fprings for clocks and 
watcfics. They told me they could not be 
‘brought to a proper temper in hot conn- . 
tries. 

The Dutch, from a political view, keep 
a number of Malays in their pay, cal-, 
led thief-catchers, or infoi incTs, wlio arc 
commonly the molt rafcally ; they are al- 
lowed to wear the Dutch livery, and to 
carry weapons. Thife lei lows arc order- 
ed to patrolc all night, in order to feize 
inch Haves as they lhall fjnd on the ftreet. 
If they find any run-away Haves, they arc 
funendered t.o their mailer next morning, 
who may punifh them in vvhat manner he 
pleafes, hut not to take their life without 
public authoiity. If they hnd Haves that 
liave *no mailers, they are immediately 
chained together in couples, like hounds, 
and fent to work in repaiiing the foitifica- 
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flaves, have behaved well, are appoint- 
ed over them as boatfwains or mafters, 
who, if the wretched (laves are either lazy 
or weak, lafh them at pleafiire till the 
blood comes from all parts of the naked 
body. Thefe fellows are inexorable to all 
tlic cries of pity, which v/ould move a 
Britilh heait. Nothing but death, which 
many of them long willi for, can deliver 
tlicm from this dctertalde tyranny. I’hey 
arc not allowed food to keep foul and body 
together i yet I have fecn five hundred of.„ 
them, all fallcned in couples with a chain 
I'ound theii; legs, driving dowm large trees 
into the canals, all making one doleful 
ibiind. As little refpect is' paid to age as 
to fex ; fomc of them very old ; fomc very 
young ; and great numbers of women of 
all age*’, i have been lenfibly affecled to 
lee }oung, well (haped, and beautiful 
girls, about fourteen or fifteen years of 
age, chained and tiled fo barbaroully. I 
thought 11a very even at St. Helena an hard- 
Ihip i but it is nothing to this, which is 
iufiicient to melt the heait of anybody 
but a Dutchman. 

Though the Haves arc ufed here as ty- 
rannically as their mallei s pleafe, yet their 

lives 
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lives are only at the diipoial of the pu- 
blic law. Any inftances of the law in- 
fiifting death is generally upon Malays or 
Chinefe j foa* there arc few Dutchmen that 
fuffer, being brought off Ibme way or 0- 
thcr. When I was there, a Dutch foklitr 
havfng feme words with a Cliinefe nKa- 
chaiit, the latter was inffantly ftabbed. 
The Chinefe chief indeed demanded juftiec, 
but I never heard of this foldier liavlng 
been tried or puniflicd. I faw I’evcral exe- 
cutions, and particularly one of a Cliiiia- 
man for beftiality, which, it icems, is npt 
uncommon 3 he was ixich’d and (quar- 
tered. 

About tWo miles diffance from the city, 
at a fmall wood by the lidc of a river, there 
is a moft ffiocking ri)cctacle of leveral 
hundreds of naked dead l)odies hanging 
on trees, fome by the heels, and others 
by the neck or llioulders, and all the bo- 
dies picked or torn by carniferous birds. 
The fmcll they occafion in this climate is, 
enough to produce an inkxtion among 
thc» people. 

In the years 1745 and 1746, there had 
been a great mortality in the illand of Ja- 
va, which reached Batavia, tliat iiad cut 

off 
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off many of the Europeans, as well as 
Malays ; which put the Dutch in a great 
panic, this being the main Ipring and 
finew of all their force, riches-, and gran- 
deur in the caff. 

There arc fevcral Scotch and Irifli gen- 
tlemen here, who arc people of the hiT 
falhion. I became acqiiaintetl with Mr. 
Scot and Mr. Garden, both Scotchnien, 
who were men in great ja putation, 
and in a rifing w^ay. I heic law Cap- 
tain Coding, of the Suiiex, who durff 
not appear in England, being charged with 
the crime of wilfully endeavouring to fink 
the dhp not far from Madagafcar, after 
having taken out the treafure,’ by making 
a hole in her bottom. This lui'moled vil- 
lany was afterwards dil'covercd to the 
C’ompany by one Deane, who, wdth fif- 
teen others, had the refolution to ffay in 
the Ihip after llie had been abandoned by 
the captain and otliccrs, and carried her 
fafe into a port on the fouth of Madagaf- 
car : On leaving w'hich place they unfor- 
tunately run her on a Ihoal, whcT5 flie 
was entiiely loft. The lives of tlic men 
were faved, but none of tlicm furvived 
the hardlhips they afteinvards lliffered, ex- 
cepting 
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cepting Deane, who was allowed a pen- 
lion during life, and whole pifturc is ex- 
hiblted in the India-houle, as a memorial 
of his honefty. 

One n’^ght as our boat was afliorc, a man 
feemingiy in great dilhcfs got into it, and 
hid himfelf. When our people came on 
board, the poor fellow liarted up, as lean 
as a Ikcleton, and told them lie was an 
Englilhman j that he liad bclongc:! to the 
Fame privateer, whofe luilk then lay in 
Batavia road ; and that the Dutch had 
made him a Have ; fo he etcaped licre fpr 
deliverance. But as his ac^sounts of him- 
felf wcie olherwile fulpicions, we lent 
him aboard an Engliili vefiel which lay 
near us, bound for Bombay 3 and that lliip, 
for the lame reafon, put him on boaid a 
Hoop bound lor Bencoolen, an Engliili let- 
tlenient on the iiland of Summatiu, belong- 
ing to the before mentioned Mr. Garden, 
and commanded by Captain Tnlly, an 
Irilhman. 

There arc here great numbers of fmall 
veilels that trade from one part of the 
Eaft Indies to another, generally manned 
with black people, called LnfciV'Si and 
commanded by Europeans. * Sometimes 

our 
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our Eir^iifh mlJfhipmcn defert the Com- 
pany’s Ihips for births in thefc Moorifli 
vciTels, as they get great encouragement, 
if they underftaiul navigation; for the rich 
Moorifh merchants chufe to havo Euro- 
pean contmanders, if they can lind them. 

The ground, for about ten or twelve 
miles round Batavia, is pretty well culti- 
vated. The gentlemen h.avc their country- 
houfes, gardens, and ponds, after the 
Dutch mode ; and mu ft always keep a nu- 
merous retinue of fervants well-armed. 
The Dutch grandees have their ])leafure- 
houfes and gardens on the hnall illands in 
the bay, where they pafs to aral from one 
another in boats built ior the purpofe. 
Thcfe illands being lhaded with groves, 
are very cool and pleal'ant. 

The Dutch have a great many inferior 
fettlcments on the iiland of Java. Along 
the coaft, caftward, th:y iiavc the colouics 
of Chcrabon, Tagal, Sainarang, Damack, 
Cautus, Japara, Tampeira, Rambang, 
and Sorobay, having all fmall forts, and 
well peopled v\ith Chinefc. 

Damack is noted for the abundance of 
rice it exports ; Cautus for the quantity 
of fugar it produces; Tampeira for excel- 
lent 
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lent teak timber for building Ihips j and 
Sorobay for pepper, ,bees-wax, and iron. 

The Englifli had once a fettlcmcnt at 
Japara, which is now well fortified by the 
Dutch. » 

Sug*ar is very cheap here, and was bought 
in 1747, when I was there, for two Dutch 
dollafs per pccul, being 133 lb. Englifli; 
•befl; arrack at forty-five rix dollars, each , 
about four Ihillings value, per leaguer, 

• containing 160 gallons; and fugar-candy 
at eight rix-dollars per pecul. . 

I come now, as I before intimated, to 
relate the circumflanccs of an event, 
wherein the ihjuftice and cruelty cxcrcifed 
by the Dutch on the defencelcfs Princes 
of the eaftern parts of India, the encroach- 
ing and domineering fpiril; of that people, 
and the indignities we fometimes fiibmit to 
from thefe our good friends and allies, 
willbeftrongly pointed out and illuftrated. 
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Dethronement of the King of 
MADURA. 


T he iflanci of Madura lies to the 
northward of the eaft point of the 
idand of Java. It is fmall, but very fer- 
tile and plcafant. The inhabitants arc 
part of that numerous caftern people cal- 
led Malays, and were governed by a king 
of their own. 

The Dutch, who arc mafters, or raAer 
conquerors of the molt part of the Indian 
iflands, and who tyranize over all’ the Indi- 
an princes thereabovit, formed a project 
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for taking it in the year 1746; and, af- 
ter meditating a Ihew of reafon for mak- 
ing war upon it, they, in the year 1747, 
on fome very flight pretence, invaded and 
fubdiicd it, and macic Haves of the peo- 
ple.* They fent Ihips of force from Bata- 
via, who, landing their men, made tcr- 
ribre hav.^ck among the poor inhabitants. 
As the Madurians were utterly unlkilled 
in the European art of war, they were 
foon overpow'crcd by the Dutch foldicry. 

Their king, to avoid being taken ami 
put to death, or, at leafl:,* made a Have, 
thought it moll ])rudent to make his 
cfcapc to another iiland. He accordingly 
gatheied together as much of his treafurc, 
conflfting of gold, precious Hones, and 
other valuable effects, as the little time he 
had to execute his defign would permit ; 
and, having put the treafurc aboard fome 
piows, he himfelf, with his fon the young 
prince, his wives and concubines, and a 
few of his moft faithful domeftics, em- 
barked, and fet fail for Benjar on the 
ifland of Borneo, the Sultan of which 
was related to the king of Madura by in- 
termarriages, and from wdiom he expeft- 
ed proteftion. They had feve^al Ikir- 

mifftes 
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miflies with Dutch boats; but, as they 
were all well armed, and acted with un- 
iifual delperation, they got clear of them. 

They no fooner arrived at the river of 
Benjar, than the king deferied a Dutch 
aimed-lhip, who had been difpatched thi- 
ther to watch and take them, as the Dutch 
had fufpeefed he would direft his flight to 
this place. They immediately put the 
prows into the creeks and inlets of the ri- 
ver, and hid themfelvcs among the bufhes 
and trees : when it was dark, they reim- 
baii.ed, and failed all night. In the morn- 
ing, about fun-rifing, they had got into 
a fmall creek, where they efpied another 
velfcl at anchor, which did not a little 
perplex them ; as their fears made them 
ealily imagine it was another Dutchman. 

After hiding fome days in thefc per- 
plexing circumftanccs, the old king pb- 
ferved a pinnace going from this latter 
Ihip up the river to Caytonga, the city 
where the Sultan refides, and, to his great 
joy, faw the pinnace wearing Englifla co- 
lours. For, it feems, this old king loved 
the Englifh, and had his youngeft fon, at 
that very time, at Bcncoolen, an Englilh 
fetdemecit, for his education ; and, as he 

wanted 
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wanted to cultivate a good underllanding 
with them, ordered liis Ion to drefs, and 
live after tlicir manner. He thcicfore rc- 
folved to (peak to the people in the pin- 
nace as llie returned. He ac(;ording]y 
hailed her from the Ihore ; and, in the 
moft moving manner, reprefented his 
cafe 4:0 the boatfvvain, tliat he might rc- 
j)cat it to the Captain when he went on 
board. 

The Englifli fhip was the Onflow, com- 
manded by Captain Congreve, who was 
himfelf at that time afliore at the fadory' 
at Caytonga. Next day tlic boatfwain 
went up the river, and told the Caj)tain 
that the King of Madura had fled from 
his own dominion, and was now hiding 
in a creek of the river; that he had foli- 
cited the Captain’s protection, and that, 
if the Captain would carry him to Eng- 
land,* or to any of the Englifli fcttlcments, 
he would chearfully refign his kingdom 
into his hands for the ufc of the compa- 
ny. The king further dcfircd the boat- 
fwain to acquaint Captain Congreve, 
that he had confiderable riches with him in 
the prows, and would difclofe an immenie 
treafure of gold, diamonds and precious 
ir ftones^ 
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ftoncs, which he had hid in different parts 
ofthcilland^ all which, if the captain 
granted him his requeft, fliould be deli- 
vered up ; and which would make his 
vovage fufficicntly beneficial, tho’ he pro- 
ceeded no farther, but went direftly for 
England. 

The boatfwain returned in the night, 
and delivered the King, who was waiting 
■ with impatience in the creek, this welcome’^ 
anfwcr, that he might, at a certain time 
of the night, bring all his prows along- ' 
‘ fide of the Onllow, and that he fiiould be 
received and protected according to his 
defile. 

Not a little elevated at this good news, 
they came at the time appointed, and were 
all received into the great cabin, and, af- 
ter unloading th« prows, were kindly en- 
tertained by the ollicers on board. Yet an 
imaccountable uneafinefs ftill remained in 
the King’s breaff, who frequently faid, 
that he Ihould not think himielf fafe, till 
he was landed in England, or fome En- 
glilli fettlement ; and begged, with moft 
prefiing intreaty, that thefe his fecret fears 
might be repreiented to Captain Congreve, 
which they promil'ed to do the tirft op- 
portuYiity. 

At 
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At break of day, the Dutch veffel dif- 
covered the Madurian prows along-fide of 
the Onllow j and eafily perceived that fhe 
had given proteftion to thofe whom they 
were fent to dedroy or enllave. 

This unlucky circumftance of 'neglcdl:- 
ing to fink the prows, as foon as they were 
unloaded, gave occafion to one of themoft 
melancholy feenesthat, perhaps, has ever 
Teen acted in the eafl:^ in w^hich is exhi- • 
bited an inftance of Dutch infolence and 
barbarity, on one part, and (what I with 
could not be faid) of Englifii pufillanimity* 
and mifeondudf, on the other. 

The commander of the Dutch armed 
fhip, well knowing it would be in vain to 
aik the King from the Englilh Ihip, and 
that he could not take him by force, im* 
mediately wrote to the Multan of Benjar^ 
in a very infolent and threatning mannci*, 
telling him w-liat had happened ^ and that, 
if he did not immediately fecure the En- 
glilh captain, who he knev/ was alhore, 
ai'td put him in clofc confinement, till the 
King of Madura was delivered up to him, 
lie would reprel’ent him to his mafter the 
governor-general of Batavia, whp would 
loon take fatisfaftion, on his refufal, by 
H 8 • ufing 
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ufing him in the fame manner with the 
King of Madura. *I believe it was contra- 
ry to the Sultan’s natural inclination to-put 
tlie Dutchman’s feheme into execution, 
both bccaufe it was againft a neighbour- 
ii'ig prince, and his own near relation, 
aiul bccaufe it was offering violence to the 
Englilh, who, of all other European na- 
tions, he clLcemed the moft . But, alas ! 
the Dutch power and infolence, which is 
dreaded by all the Indian Princes in that 
part, and by none more than the Sultan 
of Benjar, conftrained him to execute this 
Dutch fchenie 3 which he did in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

At a time when the Sultan and Captain 
Congreve were converfing, and when there 
was no apprehenfion of danger, he was 
furprifed with a band of men, put in irons, 
and then told the reafon of it. He re- 
mained in prifon fome days and, know- 
ing no probable way of obtaining his li- 
berty, he wrote a letter to the command- 
ing officer, on board the Onflow, order- 
ing him to deliver up the king, his reti- 
nue, and all that belonged to him, to the 
Dutch captain 3 for, until that was done, 
he could have no hopes of being releafed. 

While 
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While this important packet was on the 
way down the river, vve lhall turn a little 
to our royal guefts aboard. 

The old king, who liad fcarcely a tooth, 
was tall, and well made, of a (tern and 
awful -afpeft ; and, if there is fiich a thing 
as princely dignity to be obferved in the 
j^erfen of a man, when ftript of all the 
.outward fhew of royalty, it was confpi- 
ciious in him. The king and his fon ' 
were not only graceful in their perfons, 
but fo affable and obliging in their beiia- 
viour, that they engaged tlje friend/hip 
of the officers, and even gained the pity and 
efteem of the.moft obdurate. The King's 
wives and concubines, fome of whom 
were very young, and the flower of their 
country, were drefled in a clofe Indian ha- 
bit, and might have paffdl in England for 
handfome. Their mute language, and 
fubraiffivc manner, drew refpccl from all 
the people aboard, and inclined them to 
their intcreft. They were polite in the 
eaften; way, and could fpeak a little 
Englifli, which is not fo foft as their own 
language ; and took a pleafure in imitat- 
ing our manners and cuftoms, of which 
they had underftood fomething before by 
their friend the young prmce at l^encoor 
- H 3 len. 
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len. They were often preffing rich pre- 
fents of gold and jewels on the officers, 
fome of which were accepted, but, by the 
moft part, generoully rcfiifed. In fhort, 
they were as agreeable to, and as much be- 
loved by the people on board, as they- were 
unfortunate themfelves. • 

The boat now arrived with the melan- 
choly and dreadful command. Though 
the King had ftill fome painful and fecret 
dread, yet he did not think his cafe fo 
(Icfperatc as it now really was. The letter 
was delivered^ to the commanding officer 
while he was at fupper with the King. 
The King was impatient to know the 
news from Caytonga; but, being a judge 
of mankind, and of the emotions of the 
pallions, foon perceived in the officer’s 
countenance, wh'ile he was reading the 
letter, fomething that fhock’d and fur- 
prized him. To deferibe the diforder of 
the King, his anxiety and mifery, is be- 
yond the power of words. He alked the 
news ; but, by the officer’s filence and con- 
cern, was confirmed in his fufpicion that it 
contained fomething gloomy to him. The 
King, wkofe mind debarred all refl, went 
abruptly from the round-houfe down to 

the 
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the great cabin, where his people were, 
and imparted his fears, and, as much as 
his troubled brcaib, confufioii, and con- 
fternation would permit, confulted what 
was proper to be done. He fent up a fer- 
vant,.who could fpeak Englifli bed, fcvc- 
ral time^ to enquire of the officer what 
was ^he matter ; who as often returned 
without any fatisfaftory anfwcr. lie be- 
gan now to fee plainly his approaching* 
l uin ; and the people on board were pre- 
paring to lay hold of him, as they did not 
expeft he would tamely fiibmit himfelff 
Tlie fokliers appointed to apprehend him 
were armed yvith cutlarfcs and putols, at- 
tended w'ith others behind, armed with 
guns and bayonets. Thus prepared, they 
went down to the great cabin, but found 
the door barricaded. Il was with reluc- 
tance, but they v/erc forced to break open 
the. cabin-door. The King feeing them 
life fuch violent meafures, no longer en- 
tertained any hopes of fafety : and, per- 
haps,^ thinking he would be put to death, 
and that, after his death, they might make 
flaves, or put to cruel deaths, all his wo- 
men, he chofc rather to put an en,(l to their 
lives himfelf, by which they would be freed 
1 1 *4 • from 



104 Account of the Dethronement 
fiom any future wrctchedncfs and mifery. 
On this, or fomc fuch conclufion, he im- 
nficdiately, with a crefs, ftabbed one of 
his principal women to the heart. The 
foldiers feeing the woman lie bleeding on 
the cabin-floor, rulhed in ; but the King, 
advancing with his deftruclive weapon in 
his hand, yet recking with blo?d, drove 
them all out of the cabin. I'hcy ‘were 
loth to llioot him 5 but, having rallied, 
they advanced and entered the cabin again. 
All the women were cndca\ouiIng to cfcapc 
the unbounded fury of the king, fomerun- 
]]ing out at the cabbin-door, others jump- 
ing out of the windows into the fca. 
One of them, who liad luit out at the 
gallery-windows, and was climbing up 
to the poop of the lliip, he flew after her 
like lightning, ftretched out his arm, and, 
w ith more than infernal fury, ftabbed her 
a!fo, and die dropt into the fca. The 
foldicis llood amazed for fome minute’s at 
the tragical fecnc, till, at laft, a )oung 
midihipman, more daring than the reft, 
and who headed the command, rfifted 
through the ciwd with a drawm cutlafs 
in his hand, and, with the firft blow', cut 
the king‘acrofs the back of his hand. 

* A fliort dagger. , 


He 
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He turned in rage, and threw his wea- 
pon into the young man’s fide. Both 
were difabled, but neither mortally wound- 
ed. The king was taken, and, left in 
dcfpair he might life violence to him- 
lelf, or create more efFufion of Blood, lie 
was bound faft, brought upon deck, and 
there had his wounds cleaned and drciT- 

C(l. * 

The moft tragical part of the fccne be-* 
i:ig finiftitd, they had now time to take 
up the poor women who had leaped over 
board, and who had been all this tiin<5 
fvviniming in the water. * They were 
brought upon deck, all vciy weak and 
faint, on which the people on board car- 
ried them dow'ii to the cabin, and did all 
in their power to relieve tlicm. After 
they w^erc recovered, they were all brought 
again on deck, and the commanding offi- 
cer informed them of their fate. This 
feene was the more moving, as not only 
they, but all the people on board, (hed 
tears moft plentifully, as if no lefs fen- 
fibly touched with their misfortunes than 
they were themfelves. 

T\lie king now began to weep bitterly, and, 
at thofe intervals when he could find utter- 

* ance, 
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ance, ufed expreffions in his own language 
to the purpofe following, “ O Englifh- 
men ! Englifhmen ! is there no affiftance, 
no proteclion, for the unfortunate, a- 
“ gainft theinfolencc and cruelty of hard- 
“ hearted ufurpers? Can the good Eng- 
‘‘ lifh behold mxh indifference the de- 
“ ftruftioii of their friends the Maduri- 
“ ans, and patiently look on, and fee in- . 
“ nocence put in chains, without intcr- 
pofing and doing juft ice to every one ? 
Why did you fay you would proteft me ? 
Why did ^ you enfnare me into your 
‘‘ lliip, with the ungenerous dcfign of 
our ruin ? Where are now your boaft- 
“ cd fricndftiip, greatnefs and power, 

“ generofity and juftice, your fovcrcignty 
of the feas, and your fpecious title of 
“ being the aid and fupport of the weak 
“ and diftrefled ? What can we do more 
to deferve it ?— I have offered you my 
‘‘ all, and laid myfclf low at your feet ; 

“ fay, what more is in our power, and 
“ fee how readily we will do it.” ^ 

After he had faid all this, and more to 
the fame purpofe, he was interrupted by 
the commanding officer, telling him, that 
if it was in their power to aflift or pro- 
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teft him, they would do it with infinite 
pleafiirej and, pointing to the tears and 
other figns of concern that appeared in 
his own and the countenance of all the 
people about him, appealed to hjmfl'lf,,if 
thefe were not convincing proofs of their 
for row for his misfortunes. The king 
turned about, and, looking a minute or 
, two very attentively upon the people, laid, 
I can plainly fee that you pity my mif-’ 
‘‘ fortunes j but what is pity without af- 
fiftancc ? Your pity, when you refufe 
‘‘ your aid, but heightens m*y grief.” 

Here he was interrupted again, by tel- 
ling him, that they were obliged to in- 
form him, that it was time to think 
of preparing himfelf to go aboard the 
Dutch 'fhip, wdiofe boats were on their 
way for him. On which* tranfported with 
grief and anger, he faid, ‘‘ 1 am deceived, 
“ for you are not that good people I have 
long taken you for. Now, but alas! 
toolate,^Iam convinced, to my coil, 
“ that you are as bad as our long declar- 
“ cd foes the Dutch, and worfe than I 
“ can call you.” 

Here the king ftopt, and feemed to put 
on a refolution to keep a profound filence. 

• ‘ Oil 
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On this occafion the officers on board, 
who could talk a little in the Malay 
tongue, endeavoured to convince him, in 
the llrongcft terms, that it was not in 
their power to aft othervvife than they had 
done; they told him vdiat Captain Congreve 
had fiiffcred, or wa [ -k, -ing on his 
account, ajid xa-m -.is relation the Sultan 
was o>dy to Diame. The King's paffion 
■being iomcvvhat abated, and having a 
little recollefted himlelf, he beg.m to apo- 
logize for what he had faid, and to blame 
the imkindnefs of the Sultan. But, after 
paufing a little, and confidcring the power 
and influence of the Dutch,, and kiK>vv- 
ing how much the Sultan dreaded ihem, 
he feemed very refigned to his dciLiny, 
and willing to pardon him likewifc 
All hopes of the King’s delixerance from 
the hancls of the mcrcilcfs Dutch being 
now vaniflied, he, in ftrong" and pathe- 
tic terms, recommended his fon at Bencoo- 
len to the care and protection of the En- 
glifli. Every word and every ggfture 
was a fcntencc. “ Remember his father 
“ to him; recount to him all his fuffer- 
“ ings, which, 0 ye Englifltmen ! teach 
‘‘ and help him to revenge.” Thefe, and 

fuch 


4 
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fuch like fliort fentences were frequently 
uttered by him. But it is as impoffible 
for me to do Julticc in the tranflation of 
his words, as it is to defcribe all the wild 
diftortions, and all the (igns of inward 
grief, ^ pain and agony, that appeared 'in 
his countenance. 

All the people belonging to the old 
king, and particularly his women, were 
* no lefs affected with their misfortunes. In. 

thefe laft, grief had overcome the power 
' of fpeech, and all lay mute and full of 
woe 5 even tears themfelves would flow 110 
more. 

Boats were now waiting to carry them 
aboard the Dutch fhip. All the King’s 
treafure was brought on deck, which he 
ordered to be diftributed among the On- 
flow’s officers and men, who were, in 
truth, ''much affefted with his fuffer- 
ingj. He held out to them gold, preci- 
ous ftoncs, and other things of value. 
Some of the common men accepted, and 
others flily were handling every thing that 
was \\dthin their reach, contrary to ex- 
prefs orders. But the olficers abfolutely 
declined not only to accept any nev/ pre- 
fents, but brought on deck, and faithful- 
ly 
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ly delivered back thofe that had been for- 
merly accepted. The King, with much 
reluftance, and after often refufing and 
preffing, was obliged to take them back; 
though he allured them, that he no longer 
valued thefe things, further than as they 
were acceptable to them, and as a token 
of his refpeft for them and their country- 
men ; for that they were no longer of ufe 
to him, and would only ferve to enrich ’ 
and elate his haughty enemies. I dare 
fay there arc not many inftanccs of fuch 
fine and colUy things being refufed. Gold, 
filver, diamonds, and precious flones, were 
the commodities in difpute. One of tlie 
officers had received a prefent of very rich 
erke from the King when he came on 
board, the handle of which was fet with 
diamonds of difFc;ent fizes ; but being ge- 
nerous enough to prefs it back again upon 
the jx)or confufed Monarch, a certain per- 
fon belonging to the fliip catched hold of 
it, and knocked oft' a large diamond on 
which he had fixed his covetous eye, be- 
fore he delivered it to the King. 

When he w^ent aboard the Dutch boats, 
be, vvith tears trickling dowm his old 
cheeks, took his laft farewell* of the offi- 
8 cers 
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cers and people who had fliewn fuch con-- 
ccrri for him. The King thanked them 
all for it i the young Prince and the wo- 
men, were too much funk and confound- 
ed, to be a^ble to utter one word. Thus 
they left the fliip ; and left it m fucli a 
manner, that, for many days after, the 
whole fiilp’s company were fo much funk 
wdth concern, that they fcarce i'poke a word 
* to one another, and, I believe, it made fe-. 
veral of the common men ferious, wlio had 
never been fo before. 

The King, his retinue, and baggage 
were all gut aboard the Dutch lliij), the 
generality of the people on board of which, 
were no more afFefted with the relation of 
this tragical event, than a jail-keeper of 
Newgate, when lie fees a brother, iiPcer, 
or wife, taking the laff farewell of a ma- 
lefaftor going to Tyburn. 

In the dulk of the evening the Dutch 
fliip cut her cable, loaded lier fails in a 
minute, and went down the river with 
great fp.ced. The Commanding-officer of 
the Oiiflow, recollecting he had got no fecu- 
rity for Captain Congreve’s liberty, hoiflcd 
fail, and made after them as faftas poffibic. 
Several fhot were fired to oblige her to 
bring to s but the diflance being great, and 

night 
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night coming on, the Dutch fliip made her 
efcape. 

Next morning the Sultan and Captain 
liad notice fent them of what had happen- 
ed. By good fortune, no more was de- 
manded hut this information, and the Cap- 
tain was immediately relcafed. 

Some little time after, the Dutch Go- 
vernor at Batavia rewarded the Sultan 
'for this fervice, by fending fcveral arm- 
ed Blips, to erect forts upon his terri- 
tories, and to infult him. By the confu- 
Tion that this new procedure of the Dutch 
occafioned among the people at Caytonga, 
the Onflow was obliged to leave the ifland 
with only a little pepper in her hold, after 
waiting there a full year at a great ex- 
])cuce, burying a great number of her men, 
and having the bottom of the veffel much 
eaten with worms. 

In this miferable and weak condition 
file proceeded to China, with little provi- 
lions, and all her fuper-cargoes dead. 


THE 
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STRAITS of BANCA. 

O N the ntli and 12th June 1747, 
we had pretty good weather. We 
were in fight of Sumatra j and had fre- 
quent foundings from 9 to 13 fathoms, 
watefl On the 13th, the water fell 2 or 
3 feet, and very hard fand at bottom. 
On the 15th, we faw feveral fhipsj 
we immediately prepared for engaging, 
5 ind fired a gun for the larged of them to 
bring to. She proved to be the Onflow, 
Captain Congreve, who came abcfard of 
and informed us, that they had fuffcr- 
I • ‘ ed. 
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ed many hardftiips fince he left England, 
and particularly at } 3 enjar, from which 
place he had departed nine d^ys before; 
and that he was weakly manned, and 
fcarce of provifions. On hearing his re- 
lation, wc were not a little happy at the 
thoughts of our having cfcapcd the like 
diftrefl'es ; and that we were ftecring our 
coLirfc diicdlly from Batavia towards 
China. 

On the 1 6th, we Iiad fair weather, aiul 
could from the mall-head, defery many 
xreeks and rivers opening from the Illand 
of Sumatra : but as only the other fide 
of the illand is inhabited, we could obferve 
no buildings on t!ic fide vve vere palling. 

Oil the jyth, wc Ipoke with a Portu- 
guefc vellel, in a very crazy condition, and 
having all her faijs patclied with canvas of 
various colouj s ; (lie belonged to Macoa, 
and had a gicat number of Chinefe p^eoplc 
•n board, bound for Batavia. 

On the i8th, met two Dutchmen, one 
of which was the guarda colla we had 
[poke with in the ftraits of Suiida, who 
had been now Ihtioncd here. 

On the 19th, the wind being foutherly, 
we had cloudy weather. Monopin hill 

bore 
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bore N. and the N. W, point of Sumatra 
W. by N. v^^had frequent foundings fiom 
13 to 6 fathoms water; but all of a fud- 
den we found ourfelvcs faft aground in 
3 fathoms water. Our fliip bging com- 
modore, we made a fignal for the Onllow 
and Dragon to come up. By their affift- 
ance we hove the fhip aftern, and, the 
ground being foft and muddy, by good 
luck we got off, and caft the ftream-an- 
chor. 

On the 20th, we had a favourabje 
wind ; and, on the 21ft, at/unfct, we law 
Lingon's ifland bearing Weft about fevcn 
leagues diftance. We tried the current, 
and found it to fet N. by E. at the rate 
of one mile an hour. The Onllow failed 
very badly ; and we were obliged to take 
a large prow in tow, which Ihc had in- 
ftead of a long-boat, and which they liad 
boilght from the Sultan of Benjar, having 
been an old pleafure-boat of the Sultan’s. 

On the 2 2d, we had cloudy weather and 
calms*. The fmall ifland of Pulo-pifang 
bore W. about five leagues diftance. Wc 
were in latitude, pe^ oblervation, 2“ 38'N. 
We found the prow we had in low to be 
a dead weight upon usi and therefore, 
1 2 wkh 
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with confent of the Onflow, we took all 
her upper works to pieces for firewood, 
took every thing of any value out of her, 
and turned her adrift. 

On the iff of July, we met with two 
Dutch Japan fliips, which lay with us at 
Batavia ; and on the 2d gave chale to a 
Chinefe junk, but could not Ipeak with her, 
without lofing company with the Onflow 
and ^ Dragon, who were already out of 
fight aftcrn of us. We then llackened 
faili and next day they came up with 
us, and informed us that the Supercargo 
of the Dragon had died the night before. 

On the 7th, in the morning we faw the 
grand Ladrone Ifland bearing N. by W. 
diftant 7 or 8 leagues. Two hills of a 
conic figure, called by failors the Afles 
Ears, bore N. E. N. latitude 2,T 4 o;N. 
Having now been about 10 months from 
England, we were all very glad to fee the 
utmoft extent of our voyage. 

On the 8th, came aboard a Chinefe pilot 
from Macoa, and foon after another. I 
could not help admiring their dexterity in 
rowing ; which they do with the greateft 
sale, and fo quick, as to keep up with our 
tliips when going at the rate of 4 or 5 knots. 

3 As 
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As we pafled along the coaft of China, 
I thought it the fineif profpecl I had ever 
feen. Wheij I faw their lofty pagadoes or 
fteeples, fortiheations, houfes, and bury- 
ing'places, every thing green, anc] carrying 
the i>ppearance of plenty; it confirmed 
the ideas I had formed of them when in 
Europe, from Chinefe paintings. 

, This evening we came a-breaft of Ma- 
coa, a fortified town faid to belong to the 
Portuguefe, though indeed to the Chinefe, 
as it is governed by a Chinefe Mandarine 
and foldiers. I was told that tjiis illand was 
given in a prefeiit to the Poituguefe for 
• fome i'ervicest they had done for the Chi- 
nefe. 

On the 9th, we failed up Canton river. 
The Governors of feveral fmall forts on the 
fide pf it came on board* and, on exami- 
nation, gave us a chop or pafs. 

Every place was plealant and agreeable ; 
but we did not find the people fo j for, 
unlefs we had kept a watchful eye over 
them, .^he Mandarine’s foldiers and atten- 
dants were ready to fteal every little thing 
they could come at. 
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At 8 o^clock we pafTed the Bog of Ty- 
gers, and at noon the Lyon’s Tower. I 
found the Europeans had given names 
to all the places hereabouts quite difierent 
from thofe given by the natives. The 
wind having failed us, we anchored, about 
a mile below theBankfall Ifland at Wam- 
po ; here fomc of our ofiicers and fuper- 
cargoes left the lliip, in order to proceed 
up the river to Canton, 

On the loth weighed anclior, and came 
to the jilacc oppolite Eankfall Ifland, where 
all the European flnps ufually lie. 

On the iith, a midfhipman, with ele- 
ven men well-armed, werp fent up to 
Canton as a guard on the factory ; and, 
on the 1 2th, we lent thither fundry ftores. 

From the 13th to the i8th, nothing re- 
maikable occurred, We moored and un- 
moored our fliip feveral times. We had 
every day numbers of poor rniferable, peo- 
ple coming aboard, and begging the victu- 
als we left at dinner, and ottering to wafii 
our deaths for them. Several fmall boats 

4. 

came from the fliore with bread, fruit 
hockjlue and famjkew^ two kinds of liquor; 
dittilied from rice, and fugar-cane, whlcl 

fom< 
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fome of our feamen drank too liberally, 
when they could not get better liquor. 

Thefc Ikjujors are drunk hot; and though 
a man be ever lb much lucklled by them, 
yet next day no uncafmefs enfucs either 
from • the head or llomach. 

On Sunday the 19111, we manned and 
armed the pinnace and long' boat, and 
lent 24 cherts of fiver up to Canton. 

From tlic 20th to the 29111, we luul hot 
fultry weather, with Imall breezes from the 
W. and S. W, but in the night of the 29^1 
the wind turned fuddenly Lilart, attended 
with thunder, lightening and licavy rains. 

This day Mr.F 1, the company’s A- 

gent and Interpreter, came on board, in or- 
der to attend the Mandarine who was to 
meafure our Ihip, accoiding to curtom. 
Towards noon, the Hapoa or curtomhoufe- 
retinue went artiore with their boats into 
the*[)addy or rice-ground, being much af- 
fraid of a ^jphoti or hurricane, hich hap- 
pens commonly twice a year, and doCs ter- 
rible damage to veffels even up the river. 
In the evening the wind increafed from 
E. N. E. with a cloudy and tlireatening 
Iky, a fure indication that a Typlion was 
approaching; efpecially as the iiltiermen 
I 4 obfervc'd 
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obferved numbers of fmall fifli flieltering 
themfelves under the fhore, which is never 
feen but before thefe terrible ftor ms. There 
was now a vaft alteration on the appear- 
ance of the river. The day before it was 
quite crowded with fmall boats and vefTels ; 
now there was none to be feen, except 
jonks, and large veflels. 

On the 30th July, very heavy rains', and 
a hard gale, made us prepare for the worft/ 
We threw out all our anchors. The wind 
increafing, every thing looked black and 
difmal, and, about three o’clock next 
morning, our pinnace funk alongfide of 
us, but hung faft by the Ihip. All her 
oars, fprit, and rudder werd loft. In the* 
evening it blowed prodigioufly, and the 
water was raifed fo high, that it covered 
the greateft part of the Bankfall grounds. 

On the 31ft, the Typhon abated, the 
wind changing to S. and S.^E. when our 
Supercargoes, the company’s Agent,* and 
the Chinefe Linguift, went in a fampan to 
"VVampo. 

On Auguft I, the Captain, fuperdargoes, 
the Interpreter and Company’s Agent, 
came again on board, to attend the Man- 
darine, 'who was appointed by the Cbongtou 

or 
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ov yjice-Roy of the province to meafure our 
fliip. He ibon after arrived. We fainted 
him with 9 guns. He brought a nume- 
rous retinue with him. There was a great 
deal of magnificence and grandeur in his 
fa??ipam 01* boats, but no lefs in his peifon 
and habit. He was attended by feveral 
inferior Mandarines, and thefe laft had 
each* their attendants. On his approach- 
ing our velfel, a band of mufick played all 
the time, and a fmall boat was fent fome 
way before the reft, to fix a grand ladder 
to our ftiip, on each fide of which ladder, 
a row of fervants v\ere pheed from the 
top to the furface of the water, by which 
the Mandarnie pafled from his fampan up 
into the fliip. 

On entering the quarter-deck, the Man- 
darine faluted the Captain with a great 
deal of complaifance, and the inferior 
Mandarines, with bended knee, did the 
fame. The Chinefe Intcjpreter and Mr. 
F— t the Company’s Agent, ftood by to . 
explain what pafled, between the Manda- 
rine and the Captain or Supercargoes. 

The chief Mandarine was feated on a 
grand chair, which was brought on board, 
and placed on the quarter-deck for him, 

while 
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while the inferior Mandarines meafured 
the Ihip, which took about an hour. 

At his departure there was a great deal 
of ceremony, in cringing, bowing, and 
firing cannon. He next vifited the On- 
flow and Dragon, and a Danifh fliip, with 
the fame parade and ceremony. 

On the 3d, came up the river the Gufta- 
vus Wilhem the Dutchm.an that vve faw, 
and feared fo much for an enemy, on our 
way to St. Helena, and who alfo lay along 
fide of us in Batavia road. 

. From the 3d to the i6th, the weather 
was exceeding’hot, fome frclh breezes from 
W. N. W. and much thunder in the 
nights. We were employed in fending up 
lead, {lores, and all forts of goods to the 
faftory at Canton and fo the Bankfall. 

On the 1 6th, .the Norfolk, Stafford, 
York and St. George, arrived in the 
mouth of the river; which gave us much 
pleafure, having all come direcfly from 
England. 

From the i6fli to the 25th the, fame 
fultry weather; but from the 25th to the 
28th fomewhat more tolerable. On the 
28th arrived the Lynn, Capt, Gilberts, 
from Bombay. 


From 
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From the 29th to the 7th of Septem- 
ber, we had moft fcorching winds; and 
from the 7th of September to Oftober 1* 
very fultry heat. Yet our people were 
employed, as much as poflible, jn caulking, 
and refitting the fhip. Several of our 
fhip’s* company were feized with fevers; 
one died, another was drowned while ba- 
thing himfelf, and a third fell over board 
on the longboat and was killed. 

On the 2d of Odober, the weather 
turned a great deal cooler, with fine light 
breezes from the N. E. * 

From this day to the 3orii, we received 
all our cargoe, confifting of china, tea, 
&c. on board, and were beginning to pre- 
pare for our paffage homeward. 

On the 30th, being his Majefty’s birth- 
day, all the EnglilE, panifh and Dutch 
fliips in the river, fired each 2 1 guns. At 
the old Englifh faftory at Canton, the 
colours, of the rickeft filk, were difplayed 
all day, and, in the evening, a moft mag-, 
nificent entertainment was made for the 
principal Englifh, Dutch, and Danifh of- 
ficers, who all came, as is cuftomary on 
fuch occafions, in their moft elegant dref- 
fes. After fupper, which, for the variety, 
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and the Angular manner in which it was 
ferved up» exceeded any thing I had ever 
feen of the kind; there were exhibited 
many curious fire-works after the Chinefe 
manner. Likewife a Chinefe play was 
afted, which gave great fatisfaftion \ after 
which, a farce by fome Europeans. But 
fo different is the Chinefe taffe from ours, 
that, on exhibiting their farce, all the^ 
'^grand Chinefe merchants left the company, 
and went home. 

From the 30th Oftober to the 15th No- 
vember, fine cool weather. On the i6tli 
we faluted the Vice-Roy or Chongtou, 
who was pafling from the grand pagoda or . 
temple, where he had been paying his de- 
votion. His retinue was fplendid ; a great 
number of boats followed him, difplaying 
different colours and badges of honour. 

We were from this time very bufy ta- 
king in provifions, water, &c.' and on«the 
20th, our pilot who had brought us up the 
river, came on board, in order to can y us 
down and over the bar. We took five 
days in warping down to the mouth of 
the river, where we anchored till fuch time 
as the Lynn, Onflow, and Dragon ffiould 
join us. 
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From December 29th, all the (hips lay 
al: anchor at this place, receiving on board 
goods on the company’s account, and an 
addition to our provifions and frefli water. 

And, oi\the loth of January 1748, all 
pofliblo preparations were making to fail 
for England. And though it fliould be 
thought we might be glad we were going 
homeward 5 yet many of us expreffed 
great forrovv at leaving China, a country 
fo healthful, plentiful and pleafant, where 
wc had the company of fome hundreds 
of our countrymen and othe;* Europeans, 
whofe kindneCs to each other is very great. 
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EMPIRE OF CHINA; 


PARTICULARLY OP 

The Province of CANTON4 

C HINA is fituated in the eaftern part 
of Afia, bounded by Tartary on the 
N. W. the empire of the Great Mogul and 
India beyond the Ganges on the W. 
Tonquin and the Indian fea between it and 
the Philippine Ifles on the S. and the Chi- 
nefe fea, which runs between it and Japan 
on the E. from 20 to 42° N. latit. and 
95° to 1 26 longit. It is divided into North 
3 and 
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and South China \ the firft containing fe- 
ven provinces, the chief of which is Pekin, 
and is the imperial city; and the latter 
containing nine provinces. 

In thelc 16 provinces are ^reckoped 
155 capital cities, 1312 of fccond rank, 
and 2357 fortified towns; 10,128,780 
families; and between 58 and 60 millions 
of people ; and Pekin, the Imperial city, 
contains more than 2 millions of thefe. 
It is faid to be the largcft city in the world, 
being 6 leagues in circumference. 

Formerly China was gov(;i'ned by kings 
of its own. As they bordered with the 
. Tartars, theie people made frequent in- 
curfions among them. To prevent which, 
the Chinefe built a great wall, to feparate 
China from Tartary, and is indeed the 
mod remarkable in thc Vorld. It is built 
of brick and mortar ib well tempered, 
that it has already flood 1800 years, and 
yet little decayed. Its height is 30 feet, 
and broad enough at top for eight people 
to ridp abieaft. 

But, about the year 1645, the Tartars 
taking advantage of fome divifions which 
had arifen in China; invaded ?t with a 
powci ful army,* and, after much blood- 
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fhed, at laft conquered it. So that nO^ 
both China and Tartary conftitute on^ 
empire, fubjeft to a Tartar prince, whofe 
power is as defpotic as can be imagined 5 
his ^commands admit of no delay; the 
lives of his people, yea of the princes of 
the blood, are at his difpofal ; and he mull 
never be fpoke to, but proftrate or on the 
knees. 

The Tartars being much inferior to the 
Chinefe in number, were obliged to ufe all 
the arts of policy as well as power, to keep 
them in fubje61-ion. One remarkable edifl: 
was, to oblige the Chinefe to cut off their 
hair, and to drefs after the manner of the 
Tartars, that the inconfiderable number 
of thefe laft might not lb eafily be difeo- 
vered. 

In the northern provinces, the winters 
are ufually very fevere for foui\ months, 
namely, from November to March, where 
they have almoft continual froft and fnow. 

But in the fouthern provinces they ne- 
ver fee one or 'tother, but enjoy a- clear 
and ferene Iky all the year, excepting a- 
bout the time of the vernal and autumnal 
equinox, when there are fome violent ftorms 

and 
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and fometimes a little chilly weather} 
which is indeed all the winter they have. 

Tartary may be as well faid to have fub- 
mitted to China, as China to Taitary: 
for in China is the feat of empire and all 
the finprenie courts of juftice. There all 
the wealth of the united kingdoms is ac- 
cumulated ; there all the honours are con- 
.ferred ; and confequently thither is the re- 
fort of people of the higheft rank and opu- 
lence. 

China is ftill governed by its ancient 
laws, and Vice-Roys are appc)inted in each 
province by the Emperor, whofe rcfidences 
•are every where well fortified. 

In fuch an extenfive empire, we need 
not wonder, that the foil, as well as the 
complexions of the people, arc difftren 
But generally the foil is rich, in moft place 
producing two, and, in fome places, three 
crops in the year. Yet the people are fo 
induftrious, and fuch lovers of agriculture, 
that there is fcarce an inch of uncultivated 
ground to be feen. 

Their chief grain is rice, which they ufe 
in bread; and, befides a number of fruits 
to be met with in Europe, they have feve- 
ral peculiar to themfelves. 

K ' 'Thers 
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There is great abundance of various 
kinds of fifli in all the lakes and rivers, 
which are very numerous over the whole 
empire ; and fowls both wild and tame 
are no Icfs plentiful. 

There arc lew places in China, but 
what enjoy the convenicncy of a navigable 
river ; I'o that wherever tlierc is a town 
upon the land, there is another of boap 
upon the water. 

Through every province there is one 
grand canal, which ferves as a high-road j 
* anti fiom thefc fevcral fmaller ones are cut, 
and branched out, that terminate at fomc 
town or village. 

There is a communication, by means of a 
grand canal, between Canton, theibuthern- 
moll pari of China, and Pekin, the impe- 
lial city In the north, whicli is upwards of 
1 200 miles j and is only interrupted by a 
mountain in the province of where 

they muft travel a lliort day s journey by 
land. The roads are generally broad, 
and kept in good rcj)air ^ and, at very 
fmall diftances, there are guard-houfes 
built for the country-militia, in order to 
preferye the^ peace, and to foi ward the 
difpatchcs of the court. By this expedi- 
ent, 
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ent, there are very few inftances of rob- ' 
belies. 

They travel generally on horfe^back, 
fometimes in diairs. Their horfes are 
fmali, but nimble and fure-footed, and 
tliey life a fort of foft faddlc, not much 
diffei-ont'from ours in Europe, but always 
keep very Hiort ftirrups, tlieir knees being 
• almoft equal with tlie horfe’s Ihoulder., 
The chaii's arc made of bamboo, a fort of 
cane, «nd have no glafs $ in other rcfpcfts 
they are much like ours; but thofe in wliich 
tlic ladies are carried are always jH'ovided 
with a lattice or blind to prevent their fec- 
•ing or being feen. A piece of wood is 
placed crols from the end of one pole to 
the end of tlic other, which the chairmen 
lay upon their fhoulders, and never carry 
the poles in their hands. 

Molt of the goods and commodities go 
by vvater-carriage, which is here very cheap t 
whatever goes by land is generally carried 
upon men’s flioulders, the poorer fort of 
people being ufed as flaves. 

Their records arefaid to be very ancient, 
reaching back feveral thoufand years- 
They pofleffed the art of painting,* of ma- 
king gun-pow’der, and underftood rte ufc 
k 2 of 
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of> figures as in Europe, yet they have a 
little board, of about a foot and an half 
long, acrofs which ten or twelve parallel 
lines are drawn, and upon which are 
ft^ung feveral moveable buttons : by put- 
ting thefc together, or feparating .them, 
which they do very faft, they caft up ac- 
counts very accurately and fpeedily. 

Though they pretend to be the inventors 
of mufic, and ufe a great variety of inltru- 
mentsi yet their mufic is, by the beft 
judges, thought very impetfeft. 

I'hcy have diligcjitly lludied aftrondmy, 
and have made many obfervations and cal- 
culations; yet, wlien the Jefuits came 
among them, they (lievvcd them many er- 
rors they had fallen into on tliat head, and 
corrected and reformed their Kalendar, 
They are mighty aftrologers and fortune- 
tellers. 

The Chinefe are fuch excellent imi!-ators 
of art, that they can now make glafs, 
watches, piftols, or any piece of niechanifm 
from European patterns. Their fculp- 
turc is well performed. The gates of their 
cities, towers and bridges, are very augull# 
Yet they ufe not near fo many working- 
tools as we do in Europe. 


In 
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In the computatioa of time, they reckon 
two of our hours only one; fo that their 
natural day conhfts of 12 hours, begin- 
ning from 1 2* at night. 

The Chinefe language is not only diffi- 
cult to learn, but is as difficult to fpeak 
after it is learned. Some fay it contains only 
about* 230 words, moftly monofyllables, at 
leaft they leem fo to us from their manner 
of pronunciation ; and that they are mul- 
tiplied or varied by the different accents 
that are given them ; for that the famg 
word, pronounced with a ftro/igci’ or weak- 
er intleflion of the voice, is of diffeient 
Tignifications.’ Others fay, that there arc 
five keys or tones in which each word 
may be I'poken; and that, if you vary 
the accent or key ever fo little, it often 
gives the word a counter-fenfe. So that the 
language, if. fpoken exacfly, is a kind of 
niufic, and has a real harmony. There 
are fome people among them of fuch re- 
tentive memories, that they will learn a 
book In a few days; and yet take a 
month to pronounce one word with pro- 
priety. 

K 4 Tlie 



136 An Account of China, 

The dialcft differs fomewhat in the dif- 
ferent provinces; but all their writings 
agree in the fame general charafters or 
marks, and are read by all. ‘ The Court 
or Mandarine diakft is ufed in all the 
courts of Jufticc, and underftood every 
where in the empire. 

They have no alphabet ; each charac- 
ter is a fyllable, or an entire word. ‘The 
.art of putting letters together to forma* 
word is a myftery to them. The Million- 
aries alhgn this great multitude of charac- 
tfti's as a principal reafon that the Chinefc 
' have made fueh fmall improvement in fei- 
eiice. Though a great pait of their time 
is fpent in learning to read and write the* 
characlers, yet no one man is mafter of 
them all; for they are eftcemed learn- 
ed who can decypher 1 5 or 20,000 of them, 
and there is no lefs than 24,000 in all. In 
wiiting, the charaileis are placed in a per- 
pemliciilar line from the top to the bottom 
of the page. Inftead of a pen, they ufe a 
pencil, uhiciithcy do not hold obliquely, 
but perpendicularly u[)on tlie papei^ The 
paper they ufe is made of the rhind of the 
bamboo, which they beat out into fheets 
ten or twelve feet long. They wafh it over 

with 
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with vaniifli, to prevent the ink from fink- 
ing. It is much fmoother, but not fo 
durable as our European paper ; for being 
made of bark, the worm is apt to deftioy 
it. This is the reafoii that no ancient 
manuferipts are to be met with in this 
country. Their libraries confiil only of 
copies of authentic originals, as they are 
forced, for the above rcafon, to tranferibe 
or reprint their copies every few years. 
They write but on one fide of the paper, 
and double the leaves when they write on 
the back, which arc fo thin and (Iraigkt, 
that it is fcarccly difccrniblt! that they are 
two. A fair hand-writing is cftccmcd a 
great qualitication here, fo that witliout 
it a man has no chance for preferment. 

Their ink is coinpqfcd of lamp-black 
and other materials : the bell of which is 
that made, of the foot of hogs greafe. 
They mix oil and perfumes with it to give 
it an agreeable flavour. After it is made 
into pafte, they form it into moulds of 
various fliapes, and dry it for ufe. 
When they are to write, they put a little 
water on a fmall marble ftone, and rub the 
ink upon it, tifl it is thick. This makes 

a 
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a fine fhining black, and fcldom fpreads 
beyond tlie point of the pencil. 

Printing has been long praclifed in Chi- 
na. They glew a leaf of v/ritirg upon a 
board, and then cut out the characters ac- 
corcfing to' the writing, fo that t::e charac- 
ter perfectly rcfembles the original copy. 
The boards which compofe an ordinaiy 
volume, to be printed in this manner, will 
fill a large room. 

Merit alone can advance a man to any 
confiderable place in China, as there are 
hde no hereditary nobility. The whole 
nation, therefore, apply themfelves to learn- 
ing, trade, or agriculture. As a man’s 
fortune depends entirely upon his capa- 
city and application to bulincfs, great care 
is taken of the education of their children: 
fo that they have k\v idle hands or drones 
that live on the indulliy and labour of 
others. 

The Emperor ftylcs himfclf, The holy Son 
f Heaven^ file Governor of the Earthy Great 
Father of his people^ &c. So fond are 
they of the laft of thefe epithets, that 
when any of the fubjefts would make a 
panegyric on their prince, the affedion he 
has for his people is made the grand topic, 

and 
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and much more confidered than his dcfpotic 
power, learning or policy; and this is always 
moft acceptable to the Emperor himlclf. 

The government of China, we are told, 
has continued monarchical for upwards of 
4000.years; and that the reigning Empe- 
ror has a power to alter the fticccffion, 
and .to confer the imperial dignity on any 
of his fubjefts, though no relation of the 
royal family. But then his aft muft be 
ratified by the great council of Cdhou 
which is made up of princes of the blood 
and minifters of date. The peo])Ic hold 
the concurrence of this council fo indif- 
penfably ne^idfary, and of fuch weight, 
that the Emperor, abfolute as he is, fel- 
dom attempts to cnaft a new law^, or to 
repeal one in foice, cfpccially in religions 
matters, without its affent. Nay, though 
he is poireffecl of the richefl treafury, and 
has the moll numerous army of any j)rince 
on the face of the earth ; yet he will not 
apply the former, nor give orders to the 
latter, in a cafe of importance, without 
having his refolutions ratified befoie the 
proper courts which can put them into 
execution. And, when jie finds his refo- 
lations difrelifhedbythe council, andean- 
’ ' f\ot 
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not prevail by prefcnts or promifes, he will 
turn out fucli members as are refraftory, 
and new-model the council, till he finds a 
majority to his mind. 

As the grandeur of the Court of Pekin, 
the Cbncoiilfe of Mandai ines and offi,cers 
of ftatc thither, and the numerous retinue 
of women and eunuchs that furround the 
Monarch, arc deferibed by moft authors 
who have given any account of China, it 
would be fuperfluous to trouble the reader 
with a detail of them here. 

No bufinefs of importance is tranfiicled 
in this vafi: empire, without the Monarch's 
knowledge. Every fcntence of the courts 
of juftice, efpecially in capital cafes, is ei- 
ther ratified or reverfed according to his 
pleafurc; and, when he retires into the 
private apartments of his palace, where his 
only attendants arc women and eunuchs, 
he is chiefly employed in the affairs of 
ftate, and more at liberty to conficler the 
. grievances of any of his fubjefts j for any 
private perfon may throw in a petition to 
the Sovereign, which he is bound by the 
conflitiuion of China to confidcr and de- 
termine. The Mandarines likewife can 
petition him when he doe^ not aft agree- 
ably to the conftitution^ 


There 
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There are different orders of Manda- 
rines. Each has his particular badge of 
diftinftion. . Thofeof the civil order have 
the figure of a dove, or fome harmlefs ani- 
mal embroidered on the back .and fore- 
part of their robes ; thofe of the military, 
a lion, tyger, or dragon j which makes a 
fplendid appearance. 

Though the laws of China are good, 
yet, like thofe of fome European nations, 
they arc ill executed. Bribery and cor- 
ruption reigns in the courts of julfiiy; 
tlie minifters of ftate at Pekin extort great 
fums from tire Vice-Roys of provinces; 
and thefe again fqueeze the Mandarines 
under them ; which laft, by confequence, 
fleece the inferior officers. And though 
the law prohibits fuch pernicious prac- 
tices, and the Emperor punifhes the de- 
linquents very fcvcrely when difeoyered ; 
yef they are fo much connived at among 
the parties, that a detection feldom hap- . 
pens. 

Obedience and fubmiflion to parents is 
fo ftridly injoined by the Chinefc law, 
that, if a child fhould prefume to infult 
his parent, or lay violent hands djpon him, 
for which no proof is requi/ed but 
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the father’s teftimony, the crituinalis fen- 
tejiced to he cut piece-meah a^d burnt; 
not only his own houfe, but the houfes 
iKljacent, arc deftroycd, to remain as mo- 
nuoicats of the detefted crime. Treafon 
01 rebdliou are punilhed with the feverefl: 
torments. If a perfon of quality commits 
inurtlcr, he is Itrangled, and one of the 
lower rank is beheaded. Theft and adul-. 
to y is never punilhed with death ; for 
tilde crimes they inflict the bejUmdoy 
which is performed thus: the criminal is 
laid prortrate^on tire ground ; aud t-te exe- 
cutioner with a large cudgel, gives a num- 
ber of blows on the buttocks proportion- 
able to the offence 5 ix>r is this punifli- 
rncut thought fcandalows, as the Manda- 
rines fometimes undergo it themlclves. 
li the Clime is nht judged fo great as to 
deferve the baftinado, a thick .boai'd is 
hung about the neck of the criminal, 
and the crime written on it; in which 
poilure he is expofed a certain number of 
days to public view. The offender, after 
he is punilhed, is obliged to fall upon Jiis 
knees, before the ;magiflr^ite, and thank 
him foi>his feafonable corxeftion 5 thoi^h 
indeed one blow of th€‘',haftinadp /might 

• ® 1 



Jn Account of China. 143 

lame likn, if the executioner were not 
brifeed. 

There are no barrifters or lawyers in Chi- 
na j every man has libeity to manage his 
own caufe j and if he thinks himlelf ag- 
grieved by an inferior, he may appeal to a 
fuperior court. 

The military force of the empire is great : 
fome have even ventured to affirm, how- 
ever improbable it may appear to Europe- 
ans, no lefs than five millions of foldiers 
are kept in pay in time of peace, moft of 
them cavalry; and that there are 160,000 
horfe quartered in Pekin, armed with fey- 
metars and lauilces only. The cavalry ne- 
ver ufe fire-arms, and the infantry very 
few ; their weapons being fwords and 
bows. The principal reafon for keeping 
up fucli a great force /s only to keep the 
country quiet ; for, now that China and 
Tartary arc united, they have no foreign 
enemy to fear. Mow fuperior foever their 
number, yet from their want of fire-arms 
and difciplinc, they could not Hand the 
charge of our regular European troops. They 
have, indeed, a tolerable train of artillery, 
which the Jefuit Miffionaries a(i>lted them 
in cafting. The foldiers are, generally mar- 

• rievl. 
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lied, and have as much rice and other 
provifions allowed each, as to fubfift their 
family. 

In the city of Pekin there is always a 
m^gazinp of rice laid up in ftore-houfes 
to anfwcr the exigency of any part of the 
empire for three years. 

Thofe employed in the military-govern- 
ment are moilly Tartars; thofe in the civil, 
are Chinefe ; which, it is believed, are beft 
adapted to their fcveral geniufes. 

The generality of the Chinefe are not 
tall, but well fet, and have broad faces, 
Ihort nofes, little dark eyes, thin beards, 
and all of them black hair. » They allow, 
their beards to grow long on the upper lip 
and bottom of the chin. They pull od’ 
the hair from their checks with tweezers, 
and, till they arrive at thirty years of age, 
icldom any beard apj)ears. Thofe of the 
men who are efteemed learned, allow the 
nails of their fingers, efpccially thofe of the 
left hand, to grow near as long as their 
fingers, to diftinguilh them from mecha- 
nicks, 

A man that is tall and corpulent, is 
much admired 5 and, added to this, if he 
has a broad forehead, liitle eyes, a (hort 
. nofe, 
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ftofe, large ears, and a long thin beard, 
he is looked upon as a complete beauty. 
A ftrong voife is reckoned a fine accom- 
plilliment in a Mandarine of war, or a ci- 
vil magiftrate. 

No hats arc ufed by the men, but a 
fmall round cap, which does not reacli 
.their cars. In I'ummcr they alw.iys carry 
a fan to cool and fereen them from the 
heat of the fun. Their heads are all Iha- 
ved , except a lock on the upper and back paj t, 
which tire better fort wear rolled iij). The 
poorer fcldom wear any caj), and have this 
jock hanging .down their back, and plat- 
ted, which is in many very long. The 
cap is made of ujtum, fplit, and woven 
in a pyramidal form. In winter they ufe 
a cap of black velvet, plulll, or fattin, fome- 
times turned up with fox-lkin, and lined 
witli* fattin, and fallened under the chin by 
a firing. There is a tuft of filk fringe, 
or hair dyed red, faftened, by a large am- 
ber or glafs button, to the toj) of the cap, 
and covers it all- over, which, being very 
light, waves in the wind, and makes a 
beautiful appearance. ’ 

i. Their 
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Their veft folds over the breaft, and is 
fo long, that it reaches the ground. They 
fallen it with five fmall buttons, on the 
left fulc, to as many filk loops on the 
otJicr ; ihcllccves arc wide at the (boulder, 
turn gradually narrow towards the'wrifts, 
and cover llic hands to the finger ends. A 
filk (afii is tied round their middle that 
reaches to the knee. 

In (linimer their necks are bare ; but in 
winter they arc covered with lattin or vel- 
vet fewed to the veft, and Ibmetimcs a tip- 
j.'et of iable o’* fox-(kin. 

Above the veft, they wear a loofe govvi*g 
which is fometimes blue, green, black, oe 
any colour tl\e wearer fancies. This gown 
is ihortcr than the veft j and thofe worn 
by the Tartar foldicis do not come far- 
tiler than their knees. When they receive 
company, or pay vifits, they put on a very 
ivitle gown over the other, of very fine 
filk, and each garment is of different co- 
lours. 

Men and women wear a (hlrt-of fine 
tafi’ety or cotton under the veft, laced 
on tht right-(ide, with drawers of the 
fame. The men wear a kind of filk boots 
quilted with cotton. Tteir flippers, which 

have 
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have ftrong foies, are faftened to the boot, 
and are made of filk or callico. In tlie 
head of the boot, they fluff in the end of 
their drawers. 

Though the people of diftindidn never 
appear ‘uncovered in public, but obferve a 
laudable decorum, yet at home they wear 
hothifig but a thin vefl: or drawers of taf- 
fcty or llnnen. 

They hang a pocket at their girdles, for 
holding tobacco j and another for their 
pipe, by a filken firing. Their j)ipcs are* 
Ibmctimes of a metal they call toothenaque^ 
but oftencr of black or red wood. Thofe 
pipes they carry about with them arc of 
an ordinary length, and which they fome- 
times put into their boots j thofe they ufe 
at home are four or five ,fcet long, and 
made of a fmall bamboo reed. They have 
another loofe pocket for holding the knife 
and bits of wood ufed in eating. Their hand- 
kerchief is always fallcncd to their girdle. 

They wear tlieir fwords on tlie left fide 
with the point forwards. 

The Chinefe women, ^ who are not cx- 
pofed to the heat of the fun, dre as fair as 
any of their fex in Eiirope j and, except 
L 2 that 
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that they have generally very little eyes and 
fhort nofes, may vye with them in beauty. 
Their foreheads are large \ their eyebrows 
fmall and well arched ^ their eyes black, 
but almoft hid with the lids ; their mouth 
little, with plump lips of a deep vermilion 
colour; their theeks and chins of a fine 
fymmetry; their neck fmall, their 'arms 
long and llendcr, and a jnetty little hand* 
The nails of the ladies fingers arc never 
pared, but kept very clean ; they allow 
,them to grow more than two inches in 
length, to ihow that they are not employ- 
etl in fervile w’ork. Their hair, wdiich is 
naturally long and black, they fet on wires 
fitted to their head, raifed four or five 
inches, and faftened by bodkins of gold 
or filver, and filled with artificial flowers 
of beautiful colours, vvhicli makes tiie molt 
fplendid head-drefs in the world. The 
maids and unmarried women are diltin- 
guilhed from thofc that arc married, by 
keeping a circle of the lower part of their 
hair hanging down. 

The ladies wear fine filk or linen 
drawers that reach to the ankles, and 
arc there tied; abo\e wliich they put a 
loofc cailico or thin filk gown reaching to 

their 
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their feet, the lower part of vvhicli is neat- 
ly platted and embroidered : and over 
this again, they have a large ftraight gown 
of the fineft: filk, with wide fleeves, which 
reach to their hands, and would reach to 
the ground if not folded up ; the fleeves 
are wide enough to contain their bodies. 
The upper gown, which is tied about the 
middle with a lilkcn belt, reaches down 
to the middle of their legs, and has a fine 
embroidered neck reaching half wa) be- 
tween the neck and Ihouldcr-bonc. In 
and about Pekin, and the northern pro- 
vinces, they wear a caul of thin filk over 
their hair ^ and, in cold weather, they wi'ap 
a coronet or black hood about it. But 
what is mod icmarkablc, is their little 
feet, in which their chief beauty is thought 
to lie. As fooii as a girl arrives at three 
years of age, her feet are bound up fo hard 
that they cannot grow; which, indeed, 
makes their grown women, whofe feet are 
not larger than thofe of a child of four 
years old, walk fo awkwardly. They wear 
embroidered filk.fliocs, not unlike thofe 
of our Englifh ladies, except that they are 
turned up at the toes; and the heels, 
whicli are placed , near the middle, arc 
L 3 • lound 
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round and equal from top to bottom. II 
think they walk entirely on the heel, which 1 
looks rather like tripping than walking.] 
From this rcftraint of nature?, their ankles 
are veryclumfy; yet fo proud arc they 
of * their little feet, that they fondly fhovv 
them when they have the lead opportuni- 
ty, as it is here the greateft mark of fe- 
male beauty. 

The Chinefe of both fexes had retained* 
the fame uniform drefs for above 2000 
years, till the Tartars, as we before ob- 
ftrvcd, ordered the men to cut off their 
hair. Yet tliey cannot be reconciled to 
perukes, nor to breeches and (lockings ; 
for the European cuftom of flic wing lo 
much leg and thigh, is very odd to them, 
The whole drefs of cither fex is very light] 
efpccially that o£ the women, which will 
not weigh above five pounds at the moft, 
This at lead may be faid of their drefs. 
that it is much more natural, eafy anc 
nioded, than that of thofe nations, whcr< 
the young girls have not their feet, bu 
theii l.odies eaily confinedTo an unnatura 
fliapc, and are made flaves to a foolifli and 
' i.v>nvgiicnt cudom, They are very clean ; 
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both fexcs generally bathing and wadiing 
after any evacuation. 

The fimplicity of their drcfs is not near 
fo great as that of their diet : nor are 
they more fupcrftitious than our Buropcrin 
Protellants ; they are even lefs fo, for tliey 
not only life the lame kinds of He/li, fifh and 
fowl ^that we do, but even hoifc-flcni is 
efteemed proper food. Nor do they reckon 
dogs, cats, fnakes, frogs, or indeed any 
kind of vermin, unwholcfomc diet. But 
their common food is rice, roots, and gar* 
den-ftuff, and pretty often* broths and 
foups. Salt or pepper arc never brought 
fo tabic ; thcle are only ufed in drciling. 
Their meat is boiled or broiled j and, in- 
Bead of bringing a large joint to tabic, as 
the Europeans do, they h/ivc it all cut in- 
to fquarc bits the fizc of dice before it is 
prefented ; nor do they ufe any table-tlotl), 
napkins, fpoons, knives and forks; in- 
Bead of which, they ufe two little fliort 
llicks of ebony tipped with lilver, with 
which they lift their meat very dcxtere.uf- 
ly. They hold the cup near their lips, 
which contains their rice and broth, and 
convey them into their mouths very exjic- 
L ^ diuoully 
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ditioufly with the fame fmall flicks. They, 
contrary to the ciiftom of all the other 
eaftern nations, have their tables and 
chairs very high ^ and, at entertain- 
ment, each perfon has a fcjuare tabic to 
hi'mfclfj'on which meat and rice are ferved 
in plate or china cups and faucers. The 
better fort feed very luxurioufly ; they eat 
their meat cold, but their liquor hot. Tea 
is their principal liquor, which they al- 
ways drink without fugar. In the morn- 
ing a large tin velfcl is made full of it, to 
ferve the family for that day. This tin 
vcffel is covered very clofe, and put into 
another vcliel of wood, which keeps the 
tea warm all day, and is drawn off into 
cups by a fcrew-cork. I'his coaifcr kind 
of tea is ufed by the fainily in common, 
a> I could not.difcovcT tiicy drank any 
thing eife. but, wdicn company is in the 
houfc, every pcrlbn has a cup wdth a 
clofe cover kt before him, and tea of fuch 
kind or quantity as the i)crron pleaics is 
put into it i after whicli a fervant attends 
with a faucc-pan of boiling w^ater to pour 
into each cup. 

The water in China is fcldom drank 
cold ; and indeed it is not very fafe, till 

herbs 
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herbs are infiifed into it, or till it is boil- 
ed or mixed with fpirits; for their water 
is feldom pure. 

They have no wine, though they have 
])lenty of grapes j nor do they brew any 
liquor from barley : yet they have fevcral 
Itrong liquors which they make from lice 
or wheat, of which the molt common are 
Hockjhue and Shamfme : the fii ft is ot the co- 
lour of our Englhh brown beer, and vciy 
ftrong, and very clear. I am told that it 
is no other than an infufion of wheat in 
fcalding-hot water: it drinks mere Jihe 
mum than beer. SLnnjlta' Is a r[)iiii‘di- 
iTillcd fiom lice, and i; either of a pale 
or reddiih’ colour. It diinks bcfl: hot; 
and our European failois, wlio ufe it much 
v/hile here, all agree t’uat it is whfde” 
fome, and neva- caufes hc::dachs and fill:- 
nefs after it, as their other hqueisdo, when 
they get drunk. 

I'heic is a peculiar ceremony in the 
Chinefc entertainments. All the gueiks ai 
table fit fiLnt. When they drink, upon a 
figm^I given by the maftcr of the iioulc, 
they all lift their cups together, pul them 
to their mouths at once, and fet down tlie 
(lups in tlie fame manner. Next they lift 
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their fccding-fticks at once with a flourifli, 
farten them in their plates, aiid take up 
a bit of meat; njid they cut them fb, as 
that all /hall he icady to keep time and 
motion in lilting the Iccond bit; and fo 
on, -till albhavc dined. And if any peiion 
d(;:s not cinile to cat and drink the fame 
(]anj]lity with the rcxl, yet lie mull make 
tlic motion. As the cups are little, they 
will drink twenty times at a meal. The ' 
delcrt confiib of choice fruits and fwcet- 
mcats. Thefe, after having taken a turn 
inAhe garden, tliey life with their tea. 
After all is over, a long bamboo reed or 
pipe is brought to the maftcr, who fills it 
with tobacco, and prefents it fo the oklcft * 
in the company, or to him to whom he 
means to (hew the greateft icfncet ; who, 
after a great many refulals and compli- 
ments, is prevailed to accent of it firft. 
As tlie pipe is fo long that the perfon can- 
n t reach the bowl to light it, a fervant 
waits with a match ready to kindle it as 
foon as the perlbii puts it to his mouth. 
The bowl or hcail of their pipes i^ very 
fmall, and will not contain the half that 
an Englilh pipe will hold. The tobacco 
is brown,* fmall; and light, but of an 
, agreeable 





An Account of China! 155 

agreeable flavour, and is fo dry, tliat by 
the time they have taken three or four 
whiffs, it is all burnt. They feldoni take 
more than four or five whiffs, and, fliut* 
ting the mouth, the fmokc ilfues gradu- 
ally out of mouth, nofe, and i^ars, and 
fometimes they fwallow it. 

Ceremony is an efiential part of the 
Chihefe conftitution. Tradcihicn, huf- 
•bandmen, and even fervants, have their 
refpeclive forms of ceremony appointed 
them, which, it is believed, contributes 
towards civilizing them. Swcai ing or yl> 
feene talk is not common i>i China. The 
form of falutation is, by bowing the head 
‘ a little, and’ laying the right-hand on the 
bread:. When they would Ihow very 
great rcfpcct, they join both hands toge- 
ther, and bow their whole body. When 
the mailer of a houfe falutes one of great- 
er quality than himfelf, he docs it, by fal- 
ling on one knee, where lie remains, till 
the perfon fainted take him up, which is 
done indantly. They never uncover the 
head ih falutations > and it is looked upon 
as an affront to falutc a magiilrate in 
public, unkfs the perfon has particular 
bufmefs with him. When a Mandarine 
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or rnagiftratc paffcs, the common people 
Hand with their arms acrofs, and their eyes 
fixed on the ground. 

Ambaliadois to the court of* China 
arc allowed a mafter of the ceremonies, to 
inftruft tjiem forty days before they are 
admitted to an audience. Even theVom- 
mon people are greatly offended if they fee 
ftrangers omitting to cringe and fawn'ac- 
cording to the preferibed rules. The ftate * 
with which the Emperor receives foreign 
ambaffadors, will give Ibmc idea of the 
grandeur of the Monarch. The following 
account is takun from a jifuit who rcfided 
long at Pekin. 

Pekin is divided into two cities, the 
Tartar city, and the Chinefe city. The 
Emperors palace ftands in the middle of 
the Tartar city, is of an oblong figure, 
and two miles in length, one jn breadth, 
and defended by a good wall. The palace 
includes not only the Emperor’s hotifc 
and gardens, luit the apartments of the 
officers of ffate, and of a great number 
of artificers, who arc confta’ntly employed 
in repairing and keeping all his works in 
order. None arc permitted to deep in the 

innermoft 
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innermoft palace but eunuchs. It con- 
fifts of nine vaft courts j each court has 
a fplenclid marble arch at its entry, and 
over each a fquare Gothic building; yet 
the ofRce-houfcs on each lidc are but mean. 
The Emperor’s own apaitment in the far- 
thcft court, is lujiported by a number of 
large marble pillars, and covered with 
^ glazed tiles that Ihinc like gold. The 
marble Hairs by which you afeend the 
rooms of Hate, the carved work, gildings, 
and paintings with which they are adorn- 
ed, look very magnificent; though there 
is but little connivance or uniformity in 
the buildings. In the middle of one of 
thefe inner courts, there is a folid fquare 
bafis, on which is placed a baliiftradc. Upon 
this fil'd: bafis is built anotlici* in the fame 
form, fomevvhat lefs; ^i])on this again are 
creeled three others, uhich arc propor- 
tionally IcTs as they afeend, difpofed in 
the manner of an amphitheatre, with a ba- 
luftradc, as was already obferved, inclofing 
each.. Upon the uj)permo(t of thefe there 
is a large room of Hate fuppoited by four 
rows of varnifhed pillars, aiul covered with 
the abovementioned fliining tiles.; and here 
it is that the throne is placed. Here the 
Emperor, attended by a multitude of great 

oflicers, 
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officers, princes of the blood, and tri- 
butary kings, who fall proftratc before 
him on their faces, gives audience to am- 
baiiadors, who arc condufted to the throne 
by a Vice-Roy. The throne is about 
tlircc or rour feet high, in form of an al- 
tar, and covered with fable, on which the 
EmpcroiTits crofs-lcgged, after the manner 
of the Tartars. 

Exrjhraiid Lh, Ambalfador from the 
Czar of Mufeovy, acquaints us, that when 
lie had his audlencvi of the Emperor of 
Clilna, lie was clicfied in a dark-coloured 
dainalk waiiccoat, over which he had a 
gown of deep-blue fattin faced with er- 
mine, a ftrlng of coral about his neck, a 
cap faced with fable, with a red filk knot, 
and fomc pcacoei; feathers lianging down 
behind: that he faw no gold or jewels 
about liim ; and that he had boots or 
bui'kins of black velvet. The fame Am- 
bafi'ador tells us, that he was condufted to 
the Emperor by three Mandarines in their 
robes ; that he had 50 horfes allowed for 
him and his retinue; that having alighted 
at the gate of the outward palace, he 
pafled thr/jugh five courts, where he faw 
great numbers of Mandarines Handing in 

their 



An Account of China. 159 

their embroidered robes : that the Empe- 
ror being fet upon his throne, he delivered 
his credentials from the Czar his mailer, 
and, after a fliort fpeech, was rcconduft- 
ed to his apartment in the fame manner : 
that ht was afterwards invited to an en~ 
tertainment at court, when the Emperor 
came in with a guard of \i halberdeers, 
^richly clrcHed, and mufick playing ; that, 
when he had mounted his throne, the 
guards fat down crols-leggcd beneath liim, 
and the mulick ccafed ; that the Vice- Roy, 
the Emperor’s uncle, and other miniftffrs 
of Rate, Rood on each fide of the Empe- 
jor ; and tfiat he the AmbaHhdor was 
placed on the right fide of the throne 
about four fathom diRancc. That the 
Vice-Roy having received the Emperors 
commands upon his krices, brought the 
Ambaflador two fathoms nearer ^ and the 
Emperor having inquired after Ins Czarifli 
MajeRy’s health, he ordered a table that 
was furnidied with cold meat and fruits to 
be uncqvcrcd } upon which the Ambafia- 
dor, having a table provided for himfelf, was 
defired to cat. About 200 Lords of the 
court, who fat down on ^a carpet crofs- 
legged, had a table furniRied between each 
1 tv/q 
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two of them. The Emperor fent a goofc, 
and feveral other cliflies, fjoni his own 
table to the Ambaflador, and a gold cup 
with fpirits. The Jefuit Millionaries, who 
had colleges there, were called in, and, 
kneeling before the throne, wTie ordered 
to alk the Anibafiador queftions about the 
IcJigth of his journey, and the kingdoms 
of Europe, who interpreted his anfwers to 
tlie Emperor. The Vice-Roy led the 
Ambairador to his place, where having lat 
a ([uarter of an hour, he was ordered to 
jhind up; then the Emperor liaving fa- 
luted him, he rctiicd. The Mandarines af- 
terwards entertained him \vith a play.^ 
Whai he had his audience of leave, and 
the Emperor was f ated on his throne, a 
herald called aloud to the Lords of the 
coil it to Hand up, ami bow to the earth ; 
which they did three times; and at the 
fame time the drums beat, the bells rung, 
and the mufick played. The Ambaflador 
being brought within three fathoms of the 
till one, was placed between tvvo^ Tartar 
piinccs, while he made his compliments 
to the Emperor. As he returned, he ob- 
fcivcd that the Emperor s guards flood in 
the fourth court, cloatkd in red caliico 

with 
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with large figures upon the cloth;’ and 
that they had little caps adorned with 
yellow feathers, thefc was the court- 
livery, and were armed with fcymetars and 
launces. The Ambaflador was conduced 
from thc'palace to his apartment, in one 
of the Emperor’s chariots drawn by an 
elephant; twenty of which animals, which 
he, had received in prefents from foreign 
princes, being kept in ftables near the 
palace. 

Though the Chinefc race of Emperors' 
never appeared in public; yet the prefent 
Tartar prince firews himfelf to the people 
four times a month. And he vifits the 
frontiers of Tartary once a year, attended 
by forty Tartar princes or lords. When 
he vifits the provinces of Ohina, he rides 
poll, attended only by a few officers of 
Hate and guards arc placed along the 
roads he is to pais through for fecuiity of 
his perfon. 

Agriculture is -of fuch cHccm in this 
empire, that fome of the Emperors have 
thought it not unworthy o( their. royal 
care to promote it, "Ond even to teach it to 
M’ their 
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their fubjccls. The Emperor called Ven 
held the plough hinifelf, and his Emprefs 
affifted in planting mulberry-trees, and 
kept a lioufe lor filk-wornis in the palace, 
in order to let a good example to their’ 
lubjecfs. All t!ic deaths the .Emperor 
woic were of the Emprefs’s own making; 
and a feall was at that time inftituted, to 
the honour of agriculture, vvliich is hedd 
annually about the vernal equinox, when 
the governors of the fevcral towns and 
provinces allemble the peafants, aixl march 
before them in procefiion, with garlands, 
inufjck, Ih'cameis, and the inftruments of 
agriculture caivlcd before them. 

Their hiilories inform us, that the Em- 
peror Uidcu betook himfelf to liuibandry 
in his old age, and plowed and fowed the 
ground himfelf for three years before his 
death, to fet an example to his fubjeds; 
and lent pciions (killed in agiicultiipc into 
every part of liis dominions, to inftrud: 
them how to impiovc the ground to the 
bed advantage. 

The Chinefe aferibe tlic invention of the 
plough, and feveial inftriiments of agri- 
culture, and the proper method of fovving 
wheat, rice, barley, ^nd other grains, to 

feme 
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Jbme of their Emperors ; and books Iiave 
been wiitten by their princes upon the 
fubjeft of tillage, the nature of dirterent 
foils, and the' manner proper for each, 
which ferve as directions to tlic Iniiband- 
men at4iiis day. 

Horfes, mules, camels, oxen, cows, 
buffaloes, hogs, deer, hare, and iheep, 
are in great plenty in Clnna. The liogs, 
which are generally black, have h.ellow 
backs, and bellies that reach the ground ; 
but tlieir flelli is very fat and white. The 
fheep are like thofe of Tiirky j they hnvif 
large tails of feveral pounds vveie;ht ; and 
their fleece is rather hair than wool. 
Gecfe, ducks, hens, and all kinds of poul- 
try and wild fowl, are in no Ids plenty, 
and very cheap. In many places the 
people hatch the eggs in ovens and dung- 
hills. 

No country abounds more in herbs and 
roots; peafe, beans, and otlicr pulle, 
which are the chief diet of the poorer fort of 
people, arc reaped in great quantities. Tho' 
our Engiilh gardens excel them greatly 
for fine walks and variety of flowei-s, 
which the Chinefe negka as unprofitable 3 
yet they excell us in. the number and plenty 
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of thofe herbs, plants, and roots that are 
really ufefuL 

In fome provinces, where the ground 
lies high, and the foil is poor, they grow 
fine large trees fit for building and fliip- 
ping. In other provinces, particularly to- 
wards tlie W. and N. They fow wheat, 
barley and peafc only, which they ex- 
change with the low’V^atcry countries for 
rice. Tlie grcateft pait of the foil is fo 
light, that they plow with a finglc buf- 
laloe or heiterj after the plough, the 
ground is cleaned of all noxious weeds ; 
and it tlie field is defigned for rice, they 
let down water from an adjacent canal up- 
on it, till it becomes as foft as paj), and 
continue conftantly to water it till the rice 
is almolf ripe ; then they ftop the water, 
to let the graiuflry, and often cut it down, 
and tliiclh it on the field where it grew'. 
They have never lels than two harvells of 
it in the year. And though no , other 
thing than water is ncceliary for the 
growth of licci yet they ufc dung of va- 
ricus forts for the culturti of otlier grains. 
They arc fuch gocxl ceconomills of their 
groujid, that there is not a ditch, hedge or 

tree 
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tree to be feen on any fpot of their plowed 
grounds or fields. 

Apples, pears, peaches, apricots, figs, 
grapes, walnuts, chefnuts, pomegranates, 
melons, oranges and olives, are in plenty, 
with mai^y other European fruits. They 
have, befides, great variety wliich do not 
grow jn Europe, fuch aSjthc/i’/J/, ns big as a 
chefnut, having a large hone, but a dcli- 
cibus and watery tallc; the louycfi or dra- 
gon’s eye, of a globular tliape, yellow co- 
lour, full of juice, which is coo) and rc- 
ffcdiing. Tlicy grow likewife the pine 
apple, giurcocs, and cocoas, whfch they had 
originally brought from India. Eiom 
hcV.ee came allb thofe oranges the Portu- 
giiefe called China oang/Sy brought by 
them to Europe under that name, of 
which they liave now got great plenty 
in Portugal itfelfj but the moll elieem- 
cd China oraiige, is little bigger than 
a large walnut. Lemons, citrons, and 
limes, arc very common. 

Rattan or Japan cane with which they 
make cordage, lugar-canc, ginger, mul- 
berry-trees, China-root, rhubarb, ginfeng- 
root, which is valued .much lor its fovc- 
reign virtues, coco^-nut, and a fort of 
• M 3* 
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pepper, are all very plenty in China. The 
cane called Bamboo grows Ibmctimes as large 
as an ordinary tree, and thrives beft in 
marlhy gi ound. Though this cane is light, 
yet it is ftraight and tall, and is of great 
Icivicc in their houfes, fhips, bQats, and 
other buildings. 

The rallow-t? re is very remarkable: 
it is the height of a cherry-tree, the leaf 
jhaped like a heart, and of a lively fed 
colour: the fruit is inclofed in a rhind, 
divided into tin ec fegments, which, when 
c-ripe, o]K'ns of itlclf, and difclofes three 
wlfitc kcrntls as large as thole of our En- 
glilh nuts. Thefe kernels have all the 
(jiialitics of tallow, in fm’cll, colour, and 
lubdancc. 'I'hc Chinefe make their candles 
of it, w'hich bum veiy well, but have an 
orlenlive linell when burnincf, 

Tea or Ida is a plant peculiar to this 
country and to Japan. *It is an ever- 
green, and commonly grows at the foot 
of mountains, and thrives bell on a ftony 
foil. Its root rclembles that of a peach- 
tree, and its leaf that 0 / a wild' white rofe/ 
It generally grows about as high as a rofe- 
bulh, though fonie are higher and very 
tliick-bianciicd. Each plant is fet about 

three 
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three feet from another, and the earth 
ivaiicd about the trunk. It fcldoin grows 
wild. The leaves arc about an inch long, lialf 
an inch broad, ferrated and terminate in a 
narrow j)oint. The olded leaves are white, 
brittle, aijd of a bittciilh tafte : the /oung- 
L'il, foft, linooth, reddilh, tianfparcnt, 

:iikI of a nveciilh tafte. The three forts 

% 

:)f tea brought to Europe are all from the 
[iuhe plant. The foil whcie it is planted, 
or the feafon of the year when it is ga- 
thered, is the true caufe of that variety. 
Bobca, or Voiily fo called from fome rnouii-* 
tains in the province of Tokien, where it 
grows, is the very firll biul, gathered in 
the beginning (if March, and diied in the 
fliaclc. H\j 'jUy Imperial or JBn^-teay is the 
fecond growth in A])ril. Sinp/o or com- 
mon Grccji-fea, is the lalf, wl^ich is gathered 
in May or June; both tliefe are di icd in 
little pans over the lire. The tea-bullies 
are in’ the flower from October to Janu- 
ary. The feed is ripe in September or 
October following ; but lor one frelh feed 
fit for fo\<’ing, there arc a Inindrcd good 
for nothing. The feed vcliels arc tricapfu- 
!ar, each capfula containing a nut or feed ; 

M 4 • -mmI 
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and though we fee the veftige of fcveral 
feeds, yet few come to perfeftion. 

The principal manufadure in China, is 
filk, and which is efteemcd the fined in 
the world. That which is wrought in the 
province of Nankin of Chekiang filk, is 
accounted bed by the natives ; but that of 
Quaintong is highly valued by foreigners, 
The mod common fort of filk is called 
Joiui/ize y it is like our fatlin, and either 
plain, or vvi ought with-llouers and other 
^figures. Thefe figuics aie nor raifed, but 
made by the dilfeicnt colours and lhades. 
The principal figure on their filks is the 
dragon, of v.liich there are two foits ; one, 
called Lomy with five claws, and is only 
wrought in the Emperor’s filks, as the 
Chinefe fay that this dragon was the im- 
perial arms of Fcbi the founder of the em- 
pire about 4C00 years ago: the other 
dragon wrought in filk is callcvi wdth 
four claws, and which every one is permit-’ 
ted to w car. 

In fununcr the better fort '’Axar a filk 
called Chd for their govvns, which is a fort 
ot taftety, and is neither fo clofely wrought, 
|)or has fo'fine a glofs as our European 

filks i 
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filks ; yet is much more fubftantial. Tlicy 
have a fort of taffety befules, which, thougli 
it be very clofely wrought, will not crcl’s 
or cut, by .a great deal of handling or pref- 
fing, and which they wafh like linnen. It 
is fold by weight, and they make under- 
gowns, diawers, or linings ot it. 

They niaiudacturc gold-tiillic, pliilh, 
velvet, eiapcs, druggi.iS, ferges and tani- 
niics. Hut though liiey r.avc plenty of 
wool 111 leveral provinces, ‘nicy iiiaLsC no 
cloth. They iiHiceil make a knul ol blan- 
ket or ruliet cloth, whieii is delignid for 
ftudying-gowiis in wintor to the cliiiicfc 
literati. 

They have great plenty of cotton, of 
which they make ic\v.ial kiiuls of cloth. 
There grows a platil called j eculiar to 
China, and in Canton is called Pultamih 
of which tlicy make a very fine fluff. 1 
favv a filk at Canton called Lo, which 
‘exceeds any thing of the kind in the woi Id : 
it is not only beautiful, dtirablc, and 
waflics, but will not take a crefs in any 
way* you can ulc it. 

Porcelain’or China is a very confiderable 
branch of manufa(d;ure in this cmpiie. In 
the province of ^w/^'thcre ate mimbcr- 

Icfs 
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lefs quarries of a very tough white clay, or 
rather foft white ftone. This haid clay 
being waflied, and thereby feparated from 
the earth with which it is mixed, is dried, 
and beat down to a very fine powder j 
which bein^ made into a paftc, they kyead 
and bake it a long time. For this pur- 
pofe they ufe a peculiar water brought 
from another province, as there is no 
water fit for it near tlie place here the clay 
is dug. The clay is impregnated with a 
fait which purifies and refines it. After 
the elay is fufficiently kneaded, they form 
the veffcls In ntoulds, and expofe them 
to the fun. They are taken in when the 
heat is exceflive, becaufc the Vefieds arc 
icady to warp. They arc dried, and 
painted by degrees, as they find the metal 
able to bear it. After this, they walli the 
vcHels all over with a ley or varnifii mixed 
with the lame matter of which the vefiels 
are made ; which laft operation gives them 
a fine luftre. The kill part of tiie work 
is, to put the velfels in a furnace, heated by 
a gentle and uniform fire,, left the air 
ihould damage them j and when they are 
fufficiently hardened, they remove them by 
flow degrees from* the furnace, lb as to let 

them 
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them cool gradually. In fliort, it requires 
care, patience and caution, to execute this 
excellent manufacliirc. There arc three 
kinds of china, diftinguiflied by their co- 
lours. The hril: is yellow^, and though it 
is coarfer than the other two, yet being the 
imperial colour, is only ufed in the Empe- 
rQi’s court, and not allowed to other 
people. The fecond fort is ^7V7y, having a 
number of fmall irregular lines croffing 
each other; thefe arc indeed the moil beau- 
tiful, but very rarely brought to Europe. 
The laft, and moil common, is ‘zc/vVi’ china, 
which is painted with a vliricty of figures, 
and which our merchants buy up. It is 
valued by’ its finenefs, whitenels, and 
failiionable fliape and painting. The fine- 
nefs is difeovered by the tranfparcncy at 
the thinned edges of tlie veilel. The 
whitenels muft not be judged of by the 
outw^ard coat or varnifli, but by the clay 
or metal itfelf, which mud be therefore ex- 
amined. 

The fine varnifli with wliich the Chinefe 
walh’bolh thpir wooden and earthen iiten- 
fils, is not a compofition, as fome have af- 
feited, but a gum which didills from a 
tree. In the rrjafs it looks like pitch ; arul 

is 
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is mixed with more or lefs oil according 
to the nature of the work for which it is 
intended to be ufed. If the varnifli is not 
often repeated on tables or chaiis, it is fo 
tranfparent, that you difcern every vein of 
the wood tlirough it; but if the varjhfli- 
ing is often repeated, it becomes a liaid 
beautiful cruft. When it is near dry, 
then is the time they embrace for painting 
with gold, filver, or other colours; and 
fometimes, after the painting is dried, they 
will go over with varnilh once more, to 
give.the finer lultre. This varnilh not on- 
ly beautifies, but prclhves wood from 
wearing or decay. 

Marriage is fo honourable and of fo 
much efteem among the Chinefe, that moil 
men marry by the_tirae they arc twenty 
years of age ; an old batchelor being look- 
ed upon with the greattfl contempt ; and 
to have no children to mourn at their 
graves, is reckoned very unfortunate. As 
there is fcarcely therefore an unmarried 
man to be found in China; and hs the 
women are exceeding prolific, it is no great 
wonder that this empire is muclt more 
populous, than dny other ^country in the 

known 
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known world ; more efpecially as few of 
them travel to other parts, and are feldom 
taken off by war or peftilence. If mutual 
confent conftitutes marriage, there is no 
fuch thing here : the parties never fee one 
anoth'er till the bargain is concluded, which 
is done either by the parents, or by guar- 
dians or old matrons, wlio may properly 
^enough' be called marriage-brokers. And 
thefe matches are commonly made when 
the parties arc mere children. 

The girls are part of the father’s ricjies, 
as the pooref!: man muft purcliafc his wife, 
no fortune being ever given with one. 

. And as wives are only obtained by pur- 
chafe, men in low circumftanccs arc obli- 
ged to content thcmfclvcs with one a piece; 
and in this refpecSt the j)oorcr women of 
China have much the 'advantage of the 
1 idler. What would not a Chincle lady give 
to.cxchange her life with a cottager, fo as 
to have a man to herfclf ? For tlie men of 
fortune in China do not content them- 
felvcs i\’ith one or two wives, nor even 
v/ith twenty, •but, if their circumftances 
permit, will have a numerous train of 
them in fcraglio’s or’w^omsn-houfes, where 
the wretched creatures are almoft perpetu- 
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ally confined, and fcarcely allowed to 
breathe the frelh air. They miift not, 
after entering their tyrant’s door, either 
fee or be feen by any other ina^i but liim- 
felf. On the other hand, the poorer wo- 
men range about at liberty with feet* of a 
natural fizc, without being made prifoners 
and cripples from their cradles, as the \\*o- 
mcn of higher birth have the honour to 
be. She who bears the firft child to a 
great man, has more refpeft paid her than 
the I eft, though all the children inherit their 
Fatficrs fortune alike; and till one of 
ihefc wives has had a child, flie is not ad- 
mitted at table with her hulband, mother, 
and the reft of the family, but muft wait 
upon them as a fervant. Next to a wo- 
man’s being barren, tlir^ greatell fcandal 
is to bear females* ; and if it happens 
that a woman brings forth three or 
foyr daughters fuccellively without a fon, 
flic will expofe or flrangle them. If 
the parents happen to be poor or unfortu- 
nate, they look upon the murder of their 
children to be an act of piety, becaufe 
they think tliat they deprive them of a 
being which they would not be able to fup- 
port with any degree of comfort. This is 
8 the 
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the reafon fo many children are dally ex- 
pofed in the ilreets and highways of China, 
whofe parents had fo much tendernefs re- 
maining, fliat, notwithilanding the fane- 
tion of a prevailing cuftom, jhey might 
not fee them die, or butcher tlieni with 
tlieir own hands. Thefc expdfed children 
arc thofe to whom the Popllh Midionarics 
fo fre^jnwntly glory in having adminiftred 
baptifm ; and they tell us, that though 
they could not relieve them in this world, 
they procured for them a glorious rever- 
fion in the next 

9 

The feraglio in the court of Pekin con- 
tains a coljcclion of the mod beautiful 
virgins in the empire. Thefe the Vice- 
Roys and Governors of the feveral pro- 
vinces make j^ref^ts of to the Emperor, 
who ufes them indeed *no better than his 
flavesi for they are fo numerous, that 
n\gny of them are haidly c\er known by 
him. 

The female fex arc cxcliulcd from ha- 
ving any fliare in the civil government 
and councils,* The Chinefe, by way of 
derifion, ftyle Europe Ihe Ladies EmpirCy 

* Their compafllon fell infinitely fiiort of the ten- 
der-hearted Samaritans mentioned iu the GufpclH'. 

from 
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from the information that women are 
fontetimes invefted with fovereign power 
in that quarter of the world. 

As we have faid, that every man here is 
married, a;id that the richer have ten, 
twelve, or as many more a-piece, a’ dif- 
culty may occur to the reader, where wo- 
men can be found equal to the men, fince 
experience Aiews that the numbers of males 
and females born in this or any other 
country, one year with another, are nearly 
cquaj ? To anfwer this queftion, it may 
be obferved, that the poorer fort, who 
compofe the greateft number in the empire, 
have each only one wife 5 that the men 
generally live finglc till they arrive at the 
age of twenty i and the women are mar- 
riageable at twelve: fo that all the females 
betwixt twelve ana twenty years of age, 
may ferve to fill the feragliq’s of the 
great. 

it is a rule in China, that a man never 
marries one of the lame name with him- 
felf. Degrees of kindred are little ob- 
jection, cipcclally on the mdther’s fide. 

There arc fealfing and rejoicing when 
the man takes heme In's bride, particularly 
a fplendid cavalcade fromriie wife s father’s 
i houfe 
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houfe, to the bri(legroom*s houfe, attended 
with drums, trumpets, ftreamers and co- 
lours flying. ^But the bride is Unit up in a 
clofe chair, from the light of the proceflion, 
and is never more to be profaned by the 
eyes of \hc rnultitude, or even of her owii 
neareft male-relations. The marriage be- 
comes irrevocable when the bride, or ra- 
ther her--{l3tents in her name, have accep- 
ted the gold and filver bodkins, and other 
prefents that the bridegroorn fends fuit- 
able to her quality. In negociating tljp 
marriage, a priefl or conjurty' is confult- 
ed, not only to foretell whether the marri- 
age fliall prove.haj)py or unfortunate, but 
when the day and hour of confummation 
fliall happen j and they do not fail to ob- 
ferve his direftions. 

When the bride arrives, *the bi-idcgroom 
ftands at the ^gate or door of his houfe, 
richly drclTcd, to receive her, and he im- 
mediately unlocks the door of the fedan 
or chair with his own hand. At this 
firft interview, both one and the other are 
often confounded ^t their difappointment, 
in finding themfelvcs much deceived in the 
reprefentations made bytheirtagents. Yet 
there is no redrefsTor the woman; Ihe 
N ’ muft 
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muft fubmit, let her averfion be ever fo 
great, if the man is willing to accept of 
her ; but the intended hulband, if he 
finds the woman not fo agreeable as he 
expefle^h will return the bride that mo- 
ment to her parents, and contentedly lofe 
the purchafc-moncy, rather than be trou- 
bled with one he apprehends might, turn 
out a domcftic plague j but if.hi-,pnce re- 
ceives her, he is not allowed to divorce 
her, unicfs for adultery, imjiotency, lepro- 
fy, or the like. 

Some of the fair-fex procure an article 
in their mairiage-feitlement, that they 
(hall have liberty to cnteitain gallants ; and 
in fuch cafe, the lovcis refort as confident- 
ly to her apaitments as her hulband. 
But theChinefc generally hold this practice 
iji fuch ablioiTcncc, tluH the children of 
llich women arc difqiialified to hold any 
place, or pr 'cure prefeiment in the (late. 

Some parents, when they apprehend 
that tlicy lhaii r.ot be in a condition to 
maintain their male-children, will caftratc 
tiiem, in oid-er to provide ior tlicm as 
eunuchs in the Emperor’s feraglio. They 
arc called Gciiil\l n j and no other are per- 
mitted to come near <tlic women’s apart- 
ment. 
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merit, Oi' to attend in the innermoli: ccui tb ( f 
the palace. Yea, fo lacred arc the woiiun’s 
apartments in^general, that the hidbaiul’s 
father is not permitted to enter them. Ami 
if the father would punllh his fon^fur any 
offence, \vhich, by the law of China, he 
may do after marriage, if tlic fon cfcapcs 
into his wifes apartment, he is as fade as 
ii\a fanS'fTaTy; If daughters arc not mar- 
ried in their father’s rife-time, tlkir bic- 
thren arc obliged by law to provide for 
them. • 

The women employ thcmfcircs In paint- 
ing, embroidery and netdic-work, but ne- 
ver meddle wilh'trade or mcrehandi/e. In 
their retirement, they keep ccdleclions of 
birds, dogs, and other entertaining ani- 
mals, to amufe them. 

The Jcfiiils lb greatly extol the piety of 
:hc female converts that they liad jnofe- 
lytcd here, tliat tliey tell us, il Ck.ina 
ihould once embrace Ciiriihanity, all the 
female lex would be faved. 

The cftabliOied religion ol China i^ Ido- 
latry j but, of all the idolatcis on 5 lie face 
of the earth, they have fallen iiVo the fev,- 
cfl abfurdities. Hir y worfihp one '.'we 
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God, King of heaven and earth, or rather 
an Internal Mind, which they imagine 
animates both heaven and eai;th. Though 
.tjiey w'orfhip the firft inventors of arts, 
fome fekft mountains and rivers; yet 
they pay no adoration to vice and the 
other impure deities, which the Egyptians, 
Cretks, and Romans worfliipped. There 
are at this day three remarkaBl&*fe6ls in 
China. The firft are the followers of Li- 
Laokuuy who lived, as they fay, 500 years 
b^’forc Chrift. This Li-Laokun taught 
that God was corporal ; and that he had 
many fubordinatc deities under his govern- 
ment. His difciples ftndy magick, and 
pretend that they can make a drink which 
will give men immortality. The fecond 
feft of the learned are the difciples of the 
celebrated Con^fou their countryman, who 
lived in the time of Artaxerxes, Nehemiah 
and Malachi, about 450 years before our 
Saviour, and is laid to h^\c died of grief, 
when he feaied that he could not reform 
the world. He infti lifted the people in phi- 
lolbphy, and left behind him many admirable 
piccepts of morality. His writings and 
precepts are’uill held in great efteem by all 
th? people. I le tai^ghl that God was a moft 
pure and perfeft principle, the fountain and 

cflenc( 
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eflence of all beings, and ordered temples 
and images to be dedicated to him. This 
Congfou is worfliiped with the profound- 
eft adoration^ But the third fedf, who 
worlhip the idol Fo, is much more nu- 
merous, than the other two. This idol 
was tranfported from India about thirty 
two years after our Saviour. His pricfts, 
whicli arc called the Bouzesy teach fcveral 
moral and that there is a ftate 

of rewards and punifliments after this life. 
They teach likewife, that it is not lawful 
to kill any living creature, or to driffk 
wine ; and do not (orget to hiftruft them 
how much it is their duty and intcreft 
to entertain aitd nouiilh the prlclts them- 
fclves, to build temples and monailcries, 
and to perform the penances they enjoin ; 
and, as they hold the doftpine of tranfmi- 
gration, they tell their followers, that, if 
they neglect thefe things, they (lull fufter 
the ^reateft torment after death, and their 
fouls lhall inhabit fome ugly reptile or 
beaft of burden. 

Befidesthefe feels, there are fome thou- 
fands of Mahomedan families in China, 
that religion having been tolerated there 
3 • ncav 
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]iear 600 years, and cultivated with great 
fervour by its votaries. 

Their images arc fo numerous, that 
there is not a lioufe, fliip, or boat, but 
inuft liavc one confccrated by a prieft. 
When they jnMy to their dumb deities, and 
do not find the prayer has had any de- 
iij';d'!: edbef, they fall a reproaching. the 
d/iiy witli moll- abufivc and fci^illpus epi- 
but if they imagine the importu- 
i.alo K’(jucll is granted by him, they nevv- 
pedmt, walii and gild the block, and fall 
doV.n .n;d adore him, tlrat he may be ftill 
pvpi^i(^;;s. Iviany (jf.thcm worlhip the 
;‘;n, i ; \)n and other planets, the fouls of 
gio.it mnefiors, or the authors of any iife- 
fiil in'.vnfiivin, and hvivc altars and images 
eiootcil to them. 

In c-\0i\ lioiifc.you will fiivl a table, on 
v/incli ih: names of tiie father, grand- 
fiulicr and great-grandfather, ' of the fami- 
ly, aic wiitten; before which they burn 
inccnfc, a’od proftrate themfeives j and 
whin tliC father of a family dies, the 
gvcat-grandfatlicr s name, is taken away, 
and the name of the dcceafed added, to 
make up the number. Great men, whofe 
toicumllanccs will allow it, erebt temples 

to 
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to the memory of tlicir anccftors, where 
they oflFcr an annual facrificc. The Em- 
peror facrifices to feven of his anceftors, 
the tributary Kings to five, and the Man- 
darines to three. 

The cuftom of burning incenfe and 
proftrating themfelvcs befoic the tombs of 
their, ancelfors, is fo much riveted on the 
minds ^ tljc people, that the Jefuits tell 
11^, they co!^ not reform their converts 
from the practice, and were obliged to 
wink at it, though their holy father the 
Pope has reprimanded them ior it. • 

As the Chinefe .arc great’ obferveis of 
times, tliey place as much faith in their 
aflrologcrs an(( lortme-tcllcis, as they do 
in their Gods. 

The country abounds with idol temples, 
which arc built without tbc gates of their 
cities, or in folitary places. Itach temple 
has an oulerol piidis, who attend to of- 
fer up hogs, goals, lice, wine and other 
provilion to die deity of the place, and to 
give confultations to any jiei fm wdio comes 
thither enquire of Ins good fortune. 
Near thefe temples arccloyfters of religious 
devotees, w!io accomnpdatcftrangers with 
lodging and provifipns, and who pretend to 
N 4 • have 
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have forfaken the pleafures, honours and 
riches of the world, as a kind of penance 
very acceptable to their deities. 

Their temples are generally built of 
timber. They confift of an oblong and 
large room, covered with fhining tyle, and 
paved with ftone, which is filled with 
images and lamps that are kept burning 
day and night. 

In the province of Pekin, - tlierb 'xland^ 
a temple 165 feet in height, in which there 
is the image of a virgin 106 feet high. 
The Emperor never appears in fplendor 
but wlien he »goes to the idol temple. In 
his procellion, twenty four trumpets with 
golden coronets marcli in front, and as 
many drums j next twenty four men with 
gilded truncheons, followed by a hundred 
halberdcers ; after thefe, an hundred fer- 
geants at mace, who arc followed by four 
hundred fine lanterns, and as many gilded 
flambeaus; then two hundred lauiices, 
followed by twenty four banners dil’playing 
the figns in the Zodiac, and fifty- fix more 
with the conftcllations painted upon them: 
and laftly, twenty-four magnificent um- 
brella’s, with a cupboard of gold-plate 
borne hy the officers of the court. The 
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Emperor follows on horfeback, moft fplen- 
didly dreffed^ his horfe is covered witli 
gold and precious Hones, and he himfclf 
is fhaded Ijy gilded umbrella’s held over 
his head by the pages of honour. He is 
follov\^ed by the Princes of the btood, Vice- 
Roys, and minifters of Hate, in their robes: 
next come five hundred young gentlemen, 
attended by a thoufand footmen, drelfed 
^in cJTfnaTitTri filk, and worked with ftars 
of gold and filver; after them is carried a 
golden chair, like a triumphal chariot, 
by thirty-fix men, and another follows 
carried by 120 men, fo large that it might 
ferve for an apartment; then follow two 
•chariots drawn by elephants, and two 
more by horfes, each chariot guarded by 
fifty men ; and laitly two thoufand Man- 
darines, and as many oflicers of the army 
richly drelled, clofc the procefijon. 

Some of, the Popifii Milfionarics afiert; 
thM the Chriftian religion has fpread fo 
much in China by the favour of the late 
Emperor, that they have no lefs than two 
hundred chapels, which are well filled 
with converts*; and that they have con- 
verted near 50,000, befides the children 
who are expofed by the?r parents in the 
Hreets, to whom,, as before mentioned, 
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they adminlftcr baptifm before they expire. 
It is certain that thefe Chriftians are of the 
poorer fort, and confcqiicntly have but a 
fmall influence upon the bulk of the na- 
tion. I'hc richer fort aiu offended at the 
moft important dofirincs of Chriffianity. 
They ablior the doclrinc of a Trinity, and 
the Incarnation ; and the Magiftrates and 
richer merchants, arc fo given uipo cheat- 
ing and extortion, by which they acquire 
their w'caltl/, tliat tlicy ermnot hear of ma- 
Ifmg reftitution. The paiting with their 
wives* is a formidable objcc:lion againfl: 
embracing Chrillianity j .and, indeed, to 
preach to the women, that it is their duty 
to live with one man as tlicir lawful huf- 
band, wiien tl'.cy know that their hufbands 
liavc an abfohUe power to fell or transfer 
them from one to anotl.er as often as they 
liral incline, feems to liltle purpofe. As 
all ihe nreatmen muff be averfe co Chrifti- 
anily, while notliing lefs than parting with 
their v.onwn will latisfy the Jefuits ; fo, 
on the other Iiaiul, was the influence of 
the ladies as great in that pait’of the 
world, as it is in England, the Jefuits 
would iv'cd no lupcrnatural afllftancc to 
carry their point ; for thefe would cordi- 
ally promote a religion, 'which intitlcs each 
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of them to the foie and exclufwe pofTeflion 
of her hufband, and raifes them to a level 
with the male fcx. It is a great misfor- 
tune to the* Jefuits, that they have fcarcely 
any opportunity of approaching the fair 
fex. •Whatever purity or fclf-denial the 
Jefuits may pretend, the Cliincle iinder- 
ftand human nature too well, to fuffer 
the moft mortified of them to converfe 
’intimately with tlieir wives. And the con- 
veilion of the ladies is flill the more difii- 
cult, as they uiulerfiand only the language 
of the particular province where thi^ re- 
fide ; fo that, akhough the Jefuits were 
admitted Into tluir company, they could 
not cafily be underidood, as thele fathers 
can only Ijejiik the couit or Mandarine 
language. Bcfidcs, were all thefe difficul- 
ties lemovcd, IHII they could have little 
hope of the convcrfion of the Chinefe 
Lidics, until the moic than abfblutc do- 
minion of their huibands over them, and 
the dread they are in or their icfentment, 
were likewifc icmovcd. 

All the people of fafhion in China, 
caufe their coffins tg be j)rovidcd in their 
life-time, and thofe of the liighcr rank 
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caufe \\vdr totufes to be b\n\t *, 2xA eadi 
family has a particular burying-place, to 
which the deceafed of that family, though 
dying at a great diftance, muft be brought. 
The burying-places of the common people 
are without the city ; they are generally 
buried promifeuoufly. By their law, the 
corpfe of a perfon who had died in the 
country, muft not be brought within the 
walls of the city, nor is any bu?ying-f lace , 
allowed within the walls. Their coffins, 
which arc commonly varniflied, and fomc- 
times carved and gilded, are made of a dur- 
able wood, upwgrcisof fix inches in thicknefs. 
When a man of fortune dies, his neareft 
relation informs all his friends* of it ; they * 
convene, they wafh and perfume the 
corpfe, and drefs the deceafed in the beft 
cloaths he ufed to wear. Then placing 
the dead body, tlilis drefied, in a chair, 
the wives firft, then the children, and af- 
terwards the relations and friends of the 
deceafed, proftrate themfelves before the 
corpfe, and paffionately bewail their lofs. 
The thud day the body is put into a, coffin, 
covered with a piece of filk,' and placed in 
a large room, which is hung about with 
white linen, and has Un altar erected in 
the middle of it, with a ^ifture or ftatue 

of 
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of the deceafed placed upon it. The 
relations are again introduced, bringing 
with them wax lights and incenfe, which 
they bprn upon the altar, and again 
proftrate themfelves before it. Mean- 
time, all the fons of the deceafed, clothed 
in linen, and giit about the middle with 
a’ cord, ftand on one fide of the cofHn, in 
a ittournfid poftarej while the mothers 
and the daughters ftand on the other fide, 
behind a curtain, lamenting in fuch ftrains 
as cuftom requires ; the attending priefts 
all the time Tinging mournful fongs. Du- 
ring the time of keeping the corpfe, there 
are tables .well furniflied every morning, 
and the prieft is butler at night. A large 
flieet of paper is hung over the gate, ex- 
preding the name and quality, and giving 
a fliort detail of the fife and great adions 
of the deceafed. The corpfe is fometirnes 
thus kept for months, and all the fons of 
the deceafed fleep about his coffin on matts 
or plaids. They tafte neitlier flefh nor 
ftronj drink, nor come near their wives, 
a\\ x\\is tnrib. Tea, [o iupevft'iUous are 
they in performing the funeral rite, that 
their law prohibits the ions of the deceafed 
to be at any efitcrtainment, or to be con- 
cerned in any bufmefs for the^fpace of 

three 
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three years after the father’s death ; and, 
though a man were poflefled of the high- 
eft poft in the government, he is obliged 
to leave it on fuch occafion for three years, 
and to retire to his own houfe, where 
it is eftccm*cd an indecency to indulge'him- 
felf in any pleafurc, or even to be feen to 
laugh. I’he foldicrs and Mandarines cf 
the military order, arc the onlyj^fons^ex- 
xmpted from this lengthned mourning for 
a father. 

Upon the day appointed for the burial 
of the corpfc, the relations arc afTernbled 
the third time, \o follow .the deccafed to 
the place of interment. In the proceffion, 
firft, fcvci al images of men, women, ele- 
phants, lions, and other animals, which 
are made of painted paper, in order to be 
burnt at the giavc, a^ c carried in the hont. 
Next, figures of tiiumphal chariots, caftles, 
and the like, arc fupported by nien under 
them, attended by tables of rich perfumes 
and meats. After which follow the ])ricfts 
in their robes, with drums, mufick, and 
bells. Then the coilin, caiiied by twenty 
or thiity men under a canopy, and follow- 
ed by the fonson foot, leaning on crutch- 
es, as if they were fcaiccly a.ble to fu])port 
* ihemfelves. 
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themfelves. After thein come all the mo- 
thers and daughters carried in clofe chairs, 
covered with white filk or linnen j and 
though they cannot be feen, they deafen 
the corrfpany with their perpetual howling, 
and fometimes other women are hired to 
howl on fuch occafions. 

.Mountains, and folitary jdaces far fj'oni 
towns, are chofen for the Icat of the tombs 
* ancTfepulchrcs of the great, fome of which, 
are very magniliccnt. If a tomb is crcClcd 
in a valley or plain, a valt Iieaj) of earth is 
accumulated over it, to t!ie height of a 
mount. The tomb is an arched vault, 
about the fizc of an ordinal y cottage, co- 
‘ vered with Paris-plaiftcr, fo as no moilhirc 
can penetrate. A w idc door opens in the en- 
try to it, and two Imallcr ones on each fide. 
In the vault an aliar is, ciectcd, lights arc 
placed, and the friends and relations prof- 
tiate themfelves before it, with their 
flees to the ground. On this altar they 
•pour out wine, oher meats, and burn 
incenfe, with the pictures of men and ani- 
mals oft gildcil paper, which they imagine, 
are converted into the things they arc made 
to reprelcnt, and that they will be of fer- 
yice to the dead, in another Hate. And if 

' ' the 
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the deceafed has held any confiderable of- 
fice, his viitues and illuftrious aftions, real 
or imaginary, are engraved on marble, and 
fet up in the vault before the altar. 

One chief reafon of the diflike of the 
Chinefe to all foreigners, is, becaule they 
leave the tombs of their anceftors to go to 
diftant climes ; but the Chinefe have fuch 
veneration for the burial-place^f their fa- ^ 
thers, that neither -curiofity nor the love of 
gain can allure them to travel into remote 
parts of the world. They even defpife 
their*own countrymen, who, from nccefii- 
ty, or on account of trade, go to Sunda, 
or other iflands, to refidc; becaufe there . 
they imagine they mufl: leave their bones 
in unhallowed ground. It is little wonder 
therefore, that the Chinefe arc fo fcldom 
to be met with in Very diftant nations. 

If a wife dies, the hufband muft mourn 
for one year. If a hulband dies the wife 
muft mourn three years j and it is ac- 
counted infamous for her to marry again. 

Funeral pomp and ceremony is here fo 
much regarded, that the Empeior himicif, 
though he beftows no hereditary honours 
on any of his fubjects while living, fre- 
quently confers honours and titles on fuch 

as 
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as he thinks have deferved well, after their 
death. The prefent Emperor’s father, I 
was told, had beftowed a great many ho- 
nours 011^ a favourite Popifli Mihlonaiy, 
who had ferved him in quality of* a Man- 
darine and prefident of the college of the 
literati. At his funeral there was an odd 
mixture of PopiOi and Pagan fuperdition. 
0 ne oY the MWionaries fays, tliat the Em- 
peror wrote with his own hand the follow- 
ing encomium upon him. Whereas 
‘‘ Father Vcrbricll left Euroj)c to co^me 
‘‘ into my dominions, and (pent the beft 
part of his life in my fervice, and, du- 
ring all the time he prcfuled over the 
Mathematicians, his prcdlcVioiiS never 
‘‘ failed, but agreed exactly with the mo- 
tions of the heavens and as he was 
ever faithful aiid indefatigable in his la- 
“ bours till die had fmifhcd liis coiirfe ; 
‘‘ therefore I ordered my own j ’i}rician to 
attend him^ and as foon as I knew 
that a dead deep had feized him, my 
heart was wounded with incxprcffiblc 
“ grief. I have theieforc ordered two 
hundred golden crowns towards his fu- 
“ iieral charges ; ^ and it *is my plcafure 
“ that this dcclaratien be publifiied,^ to 
O “ teftify 
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teftify the fincere affeflion I had for 
“ Father Veibrieft” 

The corpfe of the Jefuit was laid in ftate 
after the Chinefe manner. Tivo Man- 
darines -were difpatched by the fimperor, 
with the above inftrument. They kneeled 
fcefore the coffin, and, with apparent 
weeping and lamentation, bowed their 
heads fevcral times to the ground. •Thew 
they role, and read the Emperor’s declara- 
tion. The great Lortis of the court, in 
imitation of the Emperor, wrote pane- 
gyricks upon*the Miflionary. Thcfe were 
written upon white fattin, and hung round 
the room ; but the Emperor’s was wrote 
on a large piece of yellow fattin, and 
hung near the corpfc. The morning of 
the day appointed for the burial, the Em- 
peror fent his father-in-law, to reprefent hfs 
perfon. A chief Mandarine^ a gentleman 
of the bed-chamber, and five officers of the 
houfliold, attended him. They all prof- 
trated thcmfelves before the corpfe, and 
feemed to weep bitterly; for I am told 
not even the fair fex themfelves have a 
greater command of their tears than the 
Chinefe courtiers. In the front of the fu- 
mefal^ proceffion, a trophy thirty feet high 

was 
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Was carried, on which the name and titles 
of honour of the Miffionary was written 
in large golden letters. In the fecond or- 
der a laige red crofs, decorated ^ith flags 
and ftrfiamers, was carried by two files of 
Chriftians, cloathed in white, each having 
a lighted taper in one hand, and a hand- 
kerchief in the other to receive his tears* 
'next followeci the picture of the Virgin 
Mary in a large frame, fupported by fome 
Chinefe converts 5 and after it, the image 
of St. Michael. The Emperor's encomTum, 
carried like a military Itandard, and fur- 
rounded byTO-owd of Chriftians, followed, 
After thefe came the coffin, varniflicd and 
gilt after the manner of the country, fup- 
ported on a bier by fixty people. And, 
laltly, the Popifli Miffionaries, the Lords 
deputed from court, and a multitude of 
Mandarines' clofed the proceffion. At 
the tomb the Miffionaries read prayers, 
fprinkled the corpfe with what they call 
holy water, and perfumed it with incenfe. 
After the corpfe was let down into the 
vault, the Miffionaries remained on their 
knees, to hear what the Egiperor's father- 
in-law had to fay to them. He declared 
to them, that FatheV Verbrieft haefUeen 
O 2 fo 
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fo fcrviccable to the Emperor and the ftate, 
that he was deputed, with the other Lord’s 
prcfent, to make this public a4:knowlcdg- 
ment, that all the world might l^iow the 
affection the Emperor had for him whilft 
he lived, and how much he bewailed his 
death. I'iic Miirionarics paid their re- 
fpeds to him, in return, by a handfome 
fpeceh. The court of rites finding liovV^ 
acceptable it would be to the Emperor to 
confer fome fuither marks of honour on 
this„Mi(lion:iiy, tliey ordered feven hun- 
dred <io!deii crowns to be laid out in 

e> I 

adorning his lamb, and in lograving the 
Empcroi’s encomium on a nrarble ftone, * 

The kingdom of Corejy and the iflands 
of lirucfi!, in l;it. 22. N. about four or 
five liundi cd nnics in circumfci’cnce, and 
formerly in tin- podeffion of the Sj)aniards 
and Dutch, are now fubjert to the Em- 
peror of Ciumu 

Ayfiiin or ILilnam, which llco to tlie 
fonth of China, in lat. 19. N. a plentiful 
country, abounding with mines of gold 
and iiUer, and a pearl fifhery, is now al- 
fu under the Chinefc government. 

Miuao, 
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Macao^ a little ifland near the coaft of 
Quangtong, poflefled by the Portiiguefe, 
and famous for a great trade formerly 
carried on by them, is likewife tributary to 
the Emp-ror. The Portuguefe had once 
the fovcVeignty of it, and fl-ill retani a form 
of government peculiar to their own peo- 
ple^ but all their inland and port duties 
are now levied by Ciiinefc Mandarines^ 
tfnd are fubjed to the Chinefe law. I’lie 
Portuguefe had jooo families in the city 
of Macao ; but, by a long and unfucccfs- 
ful war with the Timoreans, they arc Tiow 
reduced to about* Ijfty* Atprelcnt, in the 
whole ifland and forts, there is computed 
tb be about two hundred laity, fix hundred 
priefls, and about one thoufand five hun- 
dred women, who are in general very 
prolific. 
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A SHORT 

ACCOUNT 

O F 

T" A R T A R Y. 

T art ARY extends from the frontiers 
of Mufeovv to the calicrn ocean, 
and from lalit. 42'’ to 55" N. So that, 
when tills large c'ountry ib joined to China, 
to which it is now I'ubject, that empire 
extends to 35 degrees, or 2100 miles in 
length, and about louo miles from Eaft to 
Weft, in bieadthi and confequently the 
circumterence is about 70C0 milys. 

Tartary was once divided into a num- 
ber of little kingdoms and principalities, 
chief of each of thefe divifions ftill re- 
tain 
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tain the title of King, though they are 
indeed no more than vaflals of the Em- 
peror of China. 

The weftc/n Tartars live in tents, liave 
no fettlccrrefidence, but move from place 
to placed for the conveniency of* pallure. 
HciJs of cattle and what they get in 
hui\ting, are their principal fubfirtance. 

The eaifern Tartars live in towns^. 
Tlicfe towns cft*e neitlicr fo regular nor fo 
numerous as tliofe of China. Many of 
them arc dcfciicd for a warmer climate 
and more fe; tile foil, and now lie in ruins. 
For, on the conqupft of China, the Em- 
j)eror invited all his little Tartar clans to 
jt)in him, aixf tranfplant their families to 
Pekin, in order to eftablilh his govern- 
ment, and fccure his conquefts ; and fince 
that time, all men of any fpirit, who are 
not deftitute of ambition, have reforted to 
the court of China, v/here they are fure 
of meeting with piclcrmcnt : by which 
means their native country is abandoned, 
and left in a more w retched condition than 
before their unfortunate union with China. 
They had indeed the honour of being con- 
querors, and of fetting a prince of their 
own nation upoi-^ the throne of China, 
O 4 ^but 
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but are notwkhftanding become a province 
of the kingdom they conquered. The 
manners and ciiftoms of the Chinefc daily 
prevail among them, and their plan of go- 
vernment is very much adapted by the Em- 
peror. • V 

The Tartars who remain in their own 
country, and do not attend the court of 
Pekin, diller from the natives of China in 
many rcfpcQs. They are n^^ither fo-effo-',, 
minatc nor luxurious as their Ibuthcru 
neighbours. They do not apply them- 
felves to trafiick ; the Chinefe cultivate 

r 

commerce with cagcinefs. The Tartars 
delight in hunting and horfcmanfliip, in 
winch they f|)ciul the greateil' part of their 
time j the Chinelc have little taile for fuch 
rubud cxcrcifcs. The I'artars arc afhamed 
to be fecn in chairs, like the effeminate 
Chinefe, and oiif foft Europeans. They 
allow the female fex every innocent liber- 
ty, and permit tlicm to converfe with the 
other fex occafionally, agreeable to the 
cuflom of all the noitheiii nations; the 
Chine'e haidly fufter llicir women to be 
leen at all from their cradle to their grave. 
It j:erhaps may be found a pretty juft oh- 
Ajrvation, that the br^veft people have ever 

been 
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been leaft pofTefled of a fpirit of jealoufy, 
and have always kept the fair fex under 
leaft reftraint. The valour of the Romans 
and their complaifance to the ladies, were 
equally remarkable. 

Tart.'vly is full of barren ddarts and 
uncultivated fields. Here and there they 
low fomc wheat and other grains 5 but 
flcfli, cf^)ecial!y fuch as is taken in hunt- 
•ingr is their* principal food. The Em- 
peror of China, who is ot Tartar extrac- 
tion, is lb fond of hunting, that lie goes 
once a-year into Tartary to enjoy that ex- 
creife. The Tartars furnilk him annually 
fome thoufands of horfes, not for fcrvice 
•only, but ten* food ; ’ for the Chinefe live 
on horfe-ftcih and mares’ milk at certain 
feafons of the year. 

The famous plant Ginfeng abounds in 
this country ; above 10,000 Tartars are 
employed every year to gather it tor the ufe 
of the Emperor j and what they gather 
over the ftipulated quantity, they are al- 
lowed to dilpole ot tor their own advan- 
tage. Very rich furs arc brought thence 
at particular Icafons. 

The Tartars are very ignorant of the 
arts and fciences, nor have they any re- 

^^ular 
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guJar lyftem of laws. The will of the 
Prince, is the rule of their obedience. 
Nor have they any books or records among 
them, to give light into their origin; 
though many conjeftures and traditional 
fiflions have been publiflted invEurope 
concerning them. 

Their religion is mere Paganifm: The 
Emperor, being a Tartar, follows it. Nor 
does it differ from that of th» Chinefe; 
cept that they worlhip a living man, in- 
ftead of a dead one. They call him 
Larna^ or the Eternal Father', they hold 
him in fuch veneration, and his autho- 
rity is of fuch weight, ‘ tliat no King is 
crowned, till he has made rich prefents to 
this pretended deity, and implored his 
blcffing. He is Ihcwii to the people in an 
obfeure apartment of his palace illumi- 
nated with lamps. ‘ He fits crofs-legged on 
acufhion raifed above the ground, and dref- 
l*ed in their richeft robes ; all that approach 
him fall proftrate on the ground, and are 
allowed the honour to kifs his feet. His 
priefts, that he may be thought immortal, 
when he dies, elude one of iheii* number, 
as like him in features, age and fize as 
poliiblc, to fucceed in the godlhip.- By 

this 
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this fraud, his votaries do not doubt of his 
living for even His lefidence is in £a^ 
rantola^ where he has a fplendid court; 
and though he does not interfere with fe- 
cular aftairsr he may be properly enough 
ftiled th(/ Pope of Tartary. • 

Since the empire of China has been go- 
vernea by the Tartar race, the priefts of 
this great Lama^ who, from their deity, 
;if€rwlk'd Laf^s, ferve as chaplains to the 
Tartar Nobility who refide at Pekin, 
The Emperor, for reafons of ftate, fliews 
equal refpeft to the Lamas of Tartary^ and 
the Bo)izes of China ; though, as the Je- 
fuits infinuate, hc*is no Have to their re* 
ligion, fees through the folly of it, and 
laughs in private at their extravagant le* 
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A N 

ACCOUNT of the 

CITY OF CANTON,' 

, In CHINA; 

And the Places adjacent. 


T he City of Canton, or Qjjano- 
TONC, iks in latit. 23^ 30' N. the 
capital of the moft fouthern province of 
China, called the province of Canton. It 
is fitiiatc upon t!)c call fide of the large 
river fa, from the mouth of which it lies 
about fifty miles. It is defended towards 
the water by two high, walls, and two 
ftrong water-caftles built in the middle of 
the river fa* On the land fide, it is de- 
fended by a ftrong wall, and three forts. 

The 

r 
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Canton is the greatefl: port in China, and 
the only one frequented by Europeans. 
The city wdl is about five miles in circum- 
ference, v^ith very pleafant w^alks around 
it. On the eaft fide is a large ditch clofe 
to the wall. 

F/om the top of fomc adjacent hills, 
on which forts are built, you liave a fine 
pfoTpeft of the* country. It is beautifully 
interfperfed with mountains, little hills, 
and valleys, all greeny and thefe again 
pltafantly diverfified with fmall toiJ/ns, 
villages, high towejs, temple^)', the feats of 
Mandarines and other great men, wliich arc 
Watered with ‘delightful lakes, canals, and 
fmall branches from the river on 
which are numbeilefs boats and jonks 
lailing difilrent ways tlirough the mofl 
fertile places of the country. 

The wall* is now very old. I favv two 
great breaches in it on the S. W. fide. 
Though there arc many ports in it for great 
guns, yet I never faw a dozen mounted 
at a tima The Chinefe told me, however, 
that they had guns for them all, which 
were houfed; and that thefe few that were 
mounted were for falutatfons, having no 
other life for them. • 
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The city is entered by fevcn iron-gateSi 
and within-fide of each there is a guard- 
houfe. No European is allo\yed to enter 
thefe, if known ; I have myfelf been fre- 
quently Expelled, after I had beeh a good 
way within the city, when they difeovered 
that I was a ftranger. The foldiers that 
keep guard are armed with fpears, darts, 
fwords, match-lock guns," but mofl^of 
them with bows and arrows, which they 
IHII efteem more than any other w^arlike 
weapon. 

The ftreets 'are very f):rait, but generally 
narrow, and paved with flag-ftones. 

There arc many pretty buildings in the 
city, great numbers of triumphal arches, 
and temples well flocked with images. 

The natives told me, that when the 
Tartars over-ran and conquered China, 
this was the laft city they attacked ; that 
they lay nine months before itj and loft 
100,000 men in reducing it. During that 
long period, the city was in no diftrefs for 
provifions, having free communication 
with the adjacent countries by the river 
jTj. The furrender of it at laft was en- 
tirely owing to* the pufillanimity of the 
goygnor. He made private articles with 

the 
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the Tartar general, and perfidioufly open- 
ed two gates in the middle of the night, 
by which the Tartars entered, and made 
the city /theatre of horror and mifery. 
The governor took this treacherous me- 
thod, to efcape the refentment of the bar- 
barous enemy, who, while they murder- 
ed thoufands, preferved him and his fa- 
fiTtry! 

The ftreets of Canton are fo crowded, 
that it is difficult to walk in them ; yet 
you willfeldom fee a woman of any fafliion, 
unlcfs by chance when coming out of their 
chairs.* And, were it not that curiofity 
m the Chinefe ladies, makes them fome- 
times peep at us, we fhould never get a 
glance at one of them. 

Though'therc are no magnificent houfes 
In Canton, moft of them being built only 
one, and none mqre than two ftoreys j 
yet they take up a large extent of ground, 
many of them having fqiiare courts with- 
in their walls. 

They have alj fuch a regard to privacy, 
that no windows are made towards the 
ftreets, but in (hops and places of public 
bufmefs. None of tlieir ^^indows look to- 
wards thofe of theiii neighbours. Within 

the 
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the gate or entry to each hoiife, a (kreen 
Is placed, to prevent Grangers from look- 
ing in upon the opening of the gate ; and 
you enter the houfe either on flie right or 
Icft-ficle of this middle fkreen, where there 
are little alleys to the right and left, from 
whence you pafs into the fcveral courts, 
which are walled on all fides. 

Their entertainments arc iield in anori'., 
of hall at the entrance of their houfes, 
which have no other ornament, bcfidcs a 
finglc^order of painted columns which fii[>- 
poit the building. The roofs arc open to 
the tyles, witliout any ceiling. In thefe 
they ufe no looking-glalies, hangings or« 
fine chairs ; and their beds, which arc the 
principal ornaments of their houfe, are fel- 
(lom Iccn by ftrangers, who arc not per- 
mitted to go farther than the firll great 
hall. The Chinefe who kept .(Imps, and 
with whom we had fome dealings, were 
Icfs referved, and would frequently invite 
us to their houfes with great freedom, 
as they obferved it would be agreeable to 
us. 

The furniture of the beft houfes I was 
in were, cabinets, tables, painted Ikrcens, 
china, pictures, and pijeces of white taffety 

upon 
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upon the walls, upon which was written, 
ill Chinefe charafters, religious and moral 
fentences. 

They ha;«r no chimneys; but in their 
Head, place a fhallow iron pot filled with 
charcoal in the middle of the room in win- 
ter, which is ready to fufFocate people who 
are tiot accuftomed to it. They have a 
copper built in brick-work in their kitchin 
for boiling, much about the height of our 
Englilh ftoves. 

The infide walls of their houfes are never 
wainfcotted nor painted, but are covered 
with thin white paper.-*' 

.The windovi’s are madd of cane or rat- 
tan. In winter they cut oyfter-ihells into 
diamond-fliape, and fet them in wooden 
frames, which afford but a very dull 
light. • 

The fliops of thofe that deal In filk are 
very neat, make a fine fliow, and are all 
in one place; for tradefmcn, or dealers in 
one kind of goods, herd together in the fame 
ftreet. For this reafon, you may hear the 
Englifli Tailors falking of the ftrcets of 
Canton, as if they were fpeaking of Lon- 
don, or fomc other •Engl.ifh city. The 
ftreet where the china (hops are, tliey call 
P* ^¥ifiar 
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China-rowi the ftrcet where deaths arc 
fold, they call Monmouth-Jlreet ; that nar- 
row ftreet where mens caps, Ihoes, &c. 
are fold, is well known by\he name of 
Mandarine cap-alley j and a narrow paffage 
clofc by the city-wall where lapidary and 
glafs-work are fold, is called Stone-cutten 
alley ; and fo of many others. The ihops 
have counters, drawers,, and diviftons, 
much like our own ; and there are few of 
the merchants but have a perfon who can 
fpeak broken Englilh or Portuguefe. . So 
that French,, Dutch, and Danes, are obli- 
ged to fpeak either the one or the other 
when they traffick with them. 

There are great ninnbers of market- 
places for fi(h, Hefli, poultry, garden herbs, 
and all provifions. Every .thing is fold 
cheap. FifhmOngers keep their filhes in 
eifterns alive. Carp, and all^ other fifh are 
here in variety and plenty, but have a 
muddy tafte. I have feen the filhemnen 
take great numbers of different fifhes in 
the ditch on the Eaft-fide of the city- wall, 
where a multitude of fmall boats or fam- 
pans are continually plying. This ditch 
goes quite round the city, andfomc fmall ca- 
nals run into it s and as it has a connexion 
^ with 



An Account of Canton. ztt 

with the river it is of great advan* 
tage to the city. 

I w^s very much furprlfed at firft, to 
fee dogs, C^ts, rats, frogs, &c. in thdr 
market-places for falc. But I foon found 
that they made no fcruple of eating any 
fort of meat, and have as good an appetite 
for *that which died in a ditch, as that 
which was killed by a butcher. 

The dogs and cats were brought com-' 
monly alive In bafkets, were moftly young 
and fat, and kept very clean. ^ 

The rats, fome of which were of a 
monftrous fize, wdtc very fat, and gene- 
rally hung up, with the Ikin upon them, 
upon nails at the polls of the market- 
place. 

Frogs, which are the greateft dainty 
here, are fold very dear. * They arc black 
and lothfome to an European eyej but 
the Chinefe fay they have a very fine taftc. 
The rats, they fay eat well; and fnake- 
broth has been in reputation there long 
before it ,was known to us. The frogs 
are ftrung upon ’a rod, in the fame manner 
as we do fifh in England. 

In pafling through fome.of their ftreets, 
I have almoft beeif fuffocated by the flench 
P 2 "'""of 
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of the houfes on each fide ; and particu- 
larly a ftreet about a mile above the En- 
gHlh faciiory^ where there was nothing but 
cooks-/hops. They had large hi^s roafting 
whole, and numbers of dogs, cats, and 
rats on the fpit, and the cooks themfelves, 
with their utenfils, had fuch a dirty ap- 
pearance, that the fight and fmell might 
almoft fatisfy even the ke«neft European 
appetite. They fend about their viftuals 
for fale with Cow/irs or porters, as in the 
annexed plate. 

The common people eat four times a- 
day i and are fuch gluttons, that, if they 
are ever fo much engaged iii bufinefs, they 
will haftily leave it, and run to victuals at 
the ufual hour. I have feen one Chinefe 
fellow eat twelve pint bafons of rice at one 
meal. Rice they eat greedily, and cram 
it down with their chop-ft»cks; which 
would probably choke them, if they did 
not walh it down every now and then 
with a cup of Samjhue (landing by them. 

In the ftreets of Canton, we often meet 
with blind beggars, of both fexes, a difeafe 
which feme imagine is the confequcnce of 
their living fo much' on rice j but I rather 
AuA* h /may be cceafioned by the hot 
^ winds 
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winds that blow here at certain feafons. 
They are indeed miferable objeds, and 
commonly go naked, excepting a froufer 
or cloth over their middle. Their Ikina 
are black as Malays, and are fometimes fo 
parched, fpotted, and full of, running 
fores and ulcers, that they really ftink 
alive. They go fometimes in companies, 
and are fure to plague and follow the 
Ej^irppeans ; becaufe from one of them 
’they will get more at one time than from 
a dozen of their own i^ountrymen. They 
hold out to you a coarfe china bafon. 1 
was generally obliged to give themTome- 
thing to get rid of them 3 for till you do, 
they will not leave you 3 and if you arc 
not on your guard, they will even run 
againft you with their dirty hands and 
diieafed bodies, to avoid which, 1 have 
often been obliged to ru* into fliops. The 
common failors ufually gave them pieces 
of tin, both to fave their money, and to 
avoid coming into conta6l with thefe 
moft wretched creatures. The Chinefe 
themfelves are very uncharitable. 1 never 
faw them giv^ money to a beggar 1 but 
they generally put tlicm off with a fmall 
liandful of rice. 



On 



24 Ankccoum ^Canton. 

On my firft arrival at Canton, and /or 
four months after, I found it prodigioufly 
hot, and was as much plagued with muf- 
quetoes here as in Batavia. The Chinefe 
were in their thinneft habit, and never 
without a fan. The Europeans at this time 
generally go in their waiftcoats, and a 
white callicoe-cap, and fometimes with a 
Chinefe fan. For my own part, I could 
never get a drefs light enough ; and, 
ring my ftay there, had always my fan in 
my hand ; by which means, I at length 
arrived at as great pcrfcftion in the ufe of 
it, as any fine )ady in England. 

When I had a mind for a walk in the 
country, or round the walls of Canton, 1 
always carried with me my Kito-folor Um- 
brella as well as my fan, otherwife I fhould 
have been burnt alive. Sometimes indeed 
it proved very 'cumberfomc, efpecially 
when I had an engagement with the mob, 
who frequently would get about me, and 
be very rude. Sometimes ten or twelve of 
us, when we have been walking in the 
country for a few miles, though armed 
with good flicks, have betn fet upon by 
the mob, who threw ftones at us, calling 
out, Aki-Oy and other di- 

minutive 
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minutivc names. Till they provoked us 
to purfue them; and then they v/ouldi> 
take to their heels, and run into the next 
houfes for fhelter. But whenever we went 
on, they would follow us again, and be as 
rude as ever. This circumftance often 
deprived us of that pleafure and fatif^ 
faftion we might have had in walking 
through this pleafant country. The belt 
method *to prevent this inconvenience is to 
have fome Chinefe gentlemen with you, to 
keep the rabble in awe; or elfe to hire a 
chair, which you may have at 2 mace or 
1 s. 3 d, Sterl. to carry you rouiTd the 
whole city of Canton. Thefc, though I 
fometimes ufcd, yet it was more for curi- 
ofity than pleafure; for, in walking, I 
had more time to take an accurate furvey 
of the plaje. 

There are a great many private walks 
about the Ikirts of the town, where thofe 
of the better fort have their houfes, which 
are very little frequented by Europeans, 
whofe bulinefs lies chiefly in the trading 
part of the city, where there is only (hops 
and warehoufes. Few' China men keep 
their families in the houfe where they do 
bufmefs, but either injhe city, in the 
•P 4 more 
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more remote filburbs, or farther up in the 
country. 

As it is natural for Europeans to flip 
no opportunity of feeing the fair fex j and 
as the women there are kept fo very pri- 
vate, that, many of us have made feveral 
voyages thither, without having feen a wo- 
man above the lowcll rank ; we were now 
and then induced, on proper occafions, to 
pry into the moft retired an4 unfrequented 
places, where we imagined the females 
might be lefs upon their guard, as few 
Europeans went thereabouts to dirturb 
them. In thefe rambles, our curiofity 
was fcldom entirely difappointed. Some- 
times we would pop in upon^ a parcel of 
young boys and giils, attended by their 
nurfes j who were all fo affrighted at the 
fight of a Fanquy, as they called us, that 
they would fereanf aloud, run into their 
houfes, and, by the noife, alarm the whole 
rireet. As I have obferved already, that 
they have no windows to the ftreet, and 
have a fereen of fplit cane before the door 
of each houfe, we could not fee them 
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tinftly, perceive them peeping at us, and 
pointing to us, withinfide the fcreen. 

Now and then, on turning a corner, or 
entering a private ftreet, all of a fudden 
we found ourfelves in the midil; of a com- 
pany of young ladies converfing or playing 
together ; which immediately fet them all 
a fcreaming, and made them run for Ihel- 
ter'into their feveral apartments, as if 
tlif; devirhimfelf had been chacing them. 

Thefe accidental opportunities made us 
very happy ; for we frequently faw fome 
charming creatures, furpafling all de- 
fcriptlon, and whofe beauty^ it woulcl ap- 
pear, moft Europeans who have been here,- 
are entirely igporant of. Indeed we could 
only be happy in the glance of one or 
two fuch in a ftreet ; for the fcreaming of 
one of them caught without doors imme- 
diately alarmed the reft of the ladies, and 
baffled our curiofity. 

Sometimes indeed, we met them at a 
confiderable diftance from their houfesj 
and as their feet is fo little, that they can- 
not walk or run, but rather trip or hobble 
along, and are often 'obliged to affift 
themfelves by laying hold of the wall as 
they move along, this ga^ us an oppor- 
• tunity 
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tunity to gaze upon them attentively, on 
thefe occafions. They feemed fo affrighted, 
and walked fo awkwardly, that! was fain 
to retire, left I Ihould have made them 
ftumble and fall, for which I fhould cer- 
tainly have been bamboo d. A punifhment 
which I have already defcribed. 

The complexion of the ladies is exceed- 
ing fair, their hair of the fineft black, dref- 
fed up with gold and filver hodkins, adorn- 
ed with flowers. Their fhape is exqui- 
fitely fine, and their drefs the moft be- 
coming, natural, eafy and fplendid of any 
I ever faw. , 

Before we left Cantoh, they were fo fa- 
miliarized to our vifits, that the young 
boys would frequently come or were fent 
out to falute us ; but if we offered to ap- 
proach the houfes w here their .mothers or 
nurfes waited the'ir return, they prefently 
run from us, and fhut the door. 

I was much plagued, in all my rambles, 
with the barking of dogs in the ftreets, 
which the Chinefe keep in great numbers, 
not only for ufe and amufement, but for 
food. 

Though I had been in Paris, London, 
Amfterdam, &c. I never faw any thing 

llkfi 
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like the crowds of people that attend the 
trading ftreets of Canton. I often thought 
that they were going to walk over one an- 
other. It IS reckoned that there is in the 
city and fuburbs 1,200,000 people; and 
you will fcarce find a day in a whole year, 
but there are 5000 trading veflels lying 
before the city. The province of Canton 
pays yearly to the Emperor, 1,200,000 pc- 
guls*of rice and 20,000 peculs of fait. The 
military in this province are 80,000 ; and 
32,000 peculs of rice and 8000 peculs of 
fait are ferved out to them. The xeft is 
fold out at fix mace a pecub’'^, which may 
amount to 446,000 taels, each tael being 
6 s. 8 d. Sterl.* This fum is appropriated to- 
wards payment of the military expence, 
which amounts to a million of taels yearly. 
The cuftonv on merchandize and the poll- 
money, which amount* to an incredible 
fum, arc leyied by a book of rates, and 
paid into the treafury of the province, 
which is governed by a Tfongftiu or Vice- 
Roy, who has his palace in the city ; un- 
der him, are all the Mandarines or ma- 

♦ A pccul is 1 33 pound weight. A mace is 7I d. SterL 

gillrates, 
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giftrates, and l^eylocks or governors of 
forts. 

Few days pafs in Canton but there are 
proceffions in the ftreets. When a Man- 
darine of note pafies in the ftreet, or in 
the higl\way, he moves in great ftate, 
either on horfeback, or in a large chair, 
carried by five or fix men. If he is a Tar- 
tar, or Mandarine of war, he is on harfe- 
back3 if a Chinefe, and of the civil ord^r, 
he is carried in a chair. Several flag? 
are carried before them, and large lacquer- 
ed peels, painted black and red, witli large 
goldeft charafters expreffing their titles and 
dignities. Clofe to the Mandarine are fc- 
veral men carrying magnificent umbrella’s, 
to keep off the light of the fun. In the 
front are a number of men, with high- 
crowned hats, with two large pheafant 
feathers in each, who make a hideous 
noife, crying inceflantly Ho-oty to warn 
every one to go off the ftreets, or ftand 
afide, till the Mandarine pafs by. Next to 
them are fellows with fmall chains in 
their hand, ready to throw over any body’s 
head, and to dra^ them by the neck, that 
do not obey the call, and ftand afide till 
the Mandarine pafs .by. After thefe a 

number 
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number of executioners follow, with en- 
figns of punifliment in their hands, fuch 
as fword, ax, &c. wearing caps like a fu- 
gar-loaf. Several of them have large 
pieces of lacquered wood, painted black, 
which they dragg after them, and with 
which they bamboo or baliinado a delin- 
quent. ^The criminal is thrown on his 
/ac5, and the- bamboo-men give him as 
many blows upon the buttocks as his 
worlliip the Mandarine fhall be pleafed 
to order, 

A well known writer pclates a comi- 
cal adventure that happened between a 
mandarine smd an Englifh failor, which, 
becaufe of its fingularity, I fl^all briefly 
repeat. A Mandarine in his chair, at- 
tended by fais retinue, met an Engliih fail- 
or with a keg of arrack on Iiis Thoulder. 
Every body went off the ftreet but the jolly 
tar, who had been juft before tailing the 
arrack. One of the retinue gave him a 
box in the car, and had almoft brought 
him to. the ground -Jk^ and all. The 
failor damffd nim for a fon of a wh — re, 
and returned the aggreffor his box on the 
ear. But he was fobn o^erpow^ered. The 
Mandarine having obferved what/h^ 
3 palfed, 
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paffed, ordered them to do him no harm, 
till he Ibould fend for the Englilh linguift. 
The Mandarine told the linguift what had 
happened, and bid him alk the failor, 
why he bad affronted him ? The honeft 
tar fwore, that he had been affronted by 
the Mandarine, in allowing his fervants to 
beat him when he was walking civilly 'on 
the ftreet, and fwore he would hox'tlw 
Mandarine or any one of his gang, for an 
old Spanilh dollar ; and at the fame time 
put his hand into his pocket, and pulled 
out one. The Mandarine ordered the lin- 
guift to tell him verbatim what he faid, 
and why he pulled out his money. When 
he was told all, the Mandarine was ready 
to fall off his chair with laughing. He 
afked if the failor would ftand to his 
challenge ; and h6 fwore he would. The 
Mandarine had a Tartar in his retinue, 
a lufty man, who was famous for boxing, 
and had gained many prizes at it. He 
called for him to try his Ikill on the poor 
tar, who was low of ftature, but well fet. 
The Tartar profhiTed an 4afy conqueft; 
he ufed to combat, by kicking high at 
the belly of his antagonift. At the firft 
•nfet, the failor caught him by the foot, 

and 
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and laid him on his back. The Tartar 
rofe, afliamed at the fudden foil, and made 
a furious onfet 5 but Jack tripped up his 
heels a fecond time. The Tartar then de- 
fired to have a fair turn of boxing, with- 
out tripping j which Jack agreed to. The 
latter knew his bufinefs fo well, that in a 
tiice he battered the face and breaft of the 
^Tartar ‘in fufh manner with his head, 
that he was forced to yield to old *Eng- 
land. The Mandarine was fo well pleafed 
with the bravery and dexterity of the En- 
glifh tar, that he made h;m a prefent of 
ten taeh of filver * 

. The EngUfti Faftories are fituate in one 
of the beft ftreets in town. It is very 
large, has a number of courts, halls and 
warehoufe.^, with convenient rooms for 
lodging a great numbet of people. One 
large gate ^ opens to the ftreet, and ano- 
ther to the water, where our boats load 
and unload. At each gate a centinel is 
kept day and night. There is alfo a petty 
officer appointed, to fee the centinels du- 
ly relieved, anti the poffers or cowlies do 
their duty 3 to take an account of all 
goods that come int«, orgo out of the fac- 
tory ; to prepare*rooms for the officers and 
people, when they come to refide fome little 

time 
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time in the factory ^ to entertain the officers 
and men ; and, in a word, to fee that 
every thing is kept in order. 

All the officers and men are allowed a 
certain time to refide and do bufinefs in 
Canton, according to their ftation, which 
they do by turns. In the faftory, while I 
was there, I have feen fixty people enter- 
tained at once. As we were in all cigh^ 
Ihips from England, four fhips companies 
were in the largeft faftory, three in 
another 5 and one company in a fmaller 
one. 

Our porter bufinefs was all performed 
by Chlnefe cowHes, whom we hired for a 
fmall matter, and mofl: of whom fpoke a 
little Engllfli ; which we found very con- 
venient. We had likewife fev^ral Chinefe 
cooks to affift our own, who, as they had 
been long employed by the Englifh Ihips, 
and could fpeak the Englifh language pret- 
ty well, drefled our viftuals after the En- 
glifh manner, as well and as expeditioufly 
as our own cooks.^ 

Every officer belonging 'to the compa- 
ny's fhips has his particular room or 
apartment in the faftery, where they de- 
pofijte the goods they purchafe till they arc 
fliipped. And, for the greater eafe and 

conveniency. 
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conveniency, they employ Cliliiefe fervantSi 
to clean the rooms, make the beds, go of 
errands, and to do other menial ofRceSi 
while they remain in the factory. Their 
wages are commonly two taels a ^ month* 
But great care flaould be taken that they 
be well recommended for honefty by fome 
reputable Chinefe -»merchants; •btherwifc 
they .may foon hurt you by ftealing, to 
w^iich they are very much addided. Some* 
times the petty merchants will offer their 
Ions to you for fei*vants, in order to be 
taught the Englifh language, and tcTqua- 
lify them for carrying on trade with the 
Europeans, in which they find their ac- 
count. 

Every morning we were attended with 
a levee of Cliinefe merchants, brokers and 
tradefmen, inquiring if«we wanted any 
thing in their way. On thefe occafions, 
they arc exceeding complaifant, arc fure 
to give you particular directions to their 
houfes, to extol their goods, and invite 
you to tea with them, of which they are 
very liberal. When yba^nfit them, they 
give you famples of fuch goods as they 
have to difpofe of, jthat you may carry 
them to the factory, an3 Ihew them to 
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your friends. I have known fome of the 
common failoj's go about, in order to pro- 
cure famplcs of tea, rhubarb, and other 
goods, till they had ingrofled a good quan- 
tity, and yet not purchafe a fixpenny- 
worth fiom any one. 

The barbers that attend the faftory, 
fliave after tlie EnglKhVafliion, with'lhort 
razors or flrarp knives. But thofq, who 
drcls the Chinefe, go alx)ut the ftredcs, 
with a bundle of razors, feizars, combs, 
brulhes, pomatum, tooth-pickers, ear- 
piclavs, corn and nail cutters, and 
other fuch inih umenta, upon their flioul- 
der; and, as they walk, make fuch 
a tinkling noiic with an iron inftriiment, 
as tliote fellows do who have a fhow in a 
box for the ciUertainment of children in 
Loiulon. The C'pci ation of a Chinefe bar- 
ber, which l)c performs every morning, is 
very tedious, in cleaning and plating the 
hair, and in Ibampooing his cuilomers. 

Shampooiijg is an operation not known 
in Europe, and is peculiar to the Chinefe, 
whicii 1 hacht;nce the* curidfity to go 
through, and for which I paid but a trifle. 
However, had I not feen feveral China 
niercliants iliampoocd before me, I fhould 

have 
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have been very apprehenfive of dangeri 
even at the fight of all the different inftru- 
mcnts that were arranged in proper order 
on the table before the operator began. 
He fil'd placed me in a large, chair; 
then began to beat with both his hands 
very faft upon all parts of my body. He 
nex^ftretched out my arms and legs, and 
gave .them feveral fuddcn p'ulls that racked 
nty joints ; then got my arm upon his 
Ihoulder, and hauled me fideways a good 
way over the chair; and as fuddenly gave 
my head a twitch or jerk round, ^hat I 
thought he fhould have put my neck out 
of joint, Ne^xt he beat with the ends of 
his fingers very Ibftly, but very quickly, 
all over my head, body and legs, every 
nov/ and then cracking his fingers, with 
an air: then he fl:roak*ed up my cars, 
temples and eye-lafhcs; and again racked 
my joints. After he had gone through 
this procefs, lie proceeded with his infiru- 
ments to Icrapc, pick and fyringe my ears, 
every now and then tinkling with an in- 
ftrument *clofe Ko my Citfs. The next 
thing was my eyes; into which I pa- 
tiently fuffered feveral fmall Inflraments 
to be thrulh and hirned about ; by which 
C^*2 operation, 
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operation, he brought away half a tea- 
cupful of hot, waterifli ftiiff. This was 
not only the moft painful, but the moft 
dangerous part of the whole operation, 
which made me afraid to make the leall 
motion vvith my Iicad, left I lliould have 
fiirTercd more ; lb 1 fat with refolute pa- 
tience, till he pulled outthefe inftrumants, 
and was about to ufe others to-my jyes ; 
but I had already fuffered fo much, th^t 
1 would not permit him to meddle with 
them any farther. He next proceeded to 
ferapmg, paring and cleaning the nails of 
my fingers aiid toes, and then to cutting 
my corns. I only wanted to have had a 
lock of hair plaited, to complete the ope- 
ration. But, after he had fpent half an 
hour with ir,e, it ended here, for whicli I 
gave him to the value of a 'penny. He 
departed well fatisfied, and afterwards 
called feveral mornings. Buf I would ne- 
ver undergo the operation j for he had 
hurt my eyes fo much, that my fight 
was fumewhat impaired for a long while 
after. ^ 

The company’s agent at Canton ufually 
agrees with a Compradore or Suttler, to 
furniih the factory with victuals, beds, 

cloaths, 
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doaths, and other convcniencies, forvvliich 
he is paid every month; this fattier keeps 
a number of fervants who are employed 
in carrying fuch things as are called for 
to the gentlemens apartments. 

All our frelh water was brought us from 
fprings three or four miles up the country 
by Chinefc ccwlics or porters. 

• 

• The temples* and places of public wor- 
flfip are the mod: magnificent buildings in 
Canton. They arc well flocked with 
images. The people pay profound ado- 
ration to them, by, falling down on their 
knees before tlicm, wringing their hands, 
and beating their foreheads agalnrt the 
ground. Thefc temples, or fojs-houfesy 
as they are commonly called, arc gene- 
rally one ftdrey high, aivl arc very nume- 
rous. They are decorated with a great 
number of Artificial flowers, embroidered 
hangings, curtains, and fringes. One 
of them, fituated in the Ikirt of the 
N E. fide of the fuburbs, makes a fplcndid 
appearance. It. is foifi fl:<^reys high, has 
a fine cupola, with many out-houfes and 
galleries. A Chinefe, merchant called fitf 
gua^ who fliewed me the rarities of the 
3 town, 
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town, told me that this grand edifice was 
formerly a palace belonging to the Wang- 
iai or King of the province of Canton, 
before the Tartars conquered China, and 
who was then an independent prince. 
Befoic the principal gate of the temple, 
two large images, one on each iidc, weie 
placed. Each of them was about tw/tive 
foot high, with fpcars and launccs in 
their hands, fomewhat reicmbling thofe 
in Guildhall. This gate led us into a 
fine Inige paved court, and wc entered the 
temple, which fronted it, by a few Aoitc 
flcps. Idle lower paij; of the temple is 
built with fine hewn Itonc, but the upper 
part is all of timber. My Chinefe fuehd 
went round to the backfidc of the temple, 
into a fniali apartment, wlicrc fomc of 
the piiefls were httingj and', on aiking 
the favour ot feeing it, they feemed very 
complaifant, and fond of our vifit. Wc 
went firfl into the lower hall, where we 
faw images of all fizes, and, as they told 
us, of diticicnt dignities, all finely gilded, 
and kept exccedii^ clean by the priefts. 
The Iclicr images were placed in corners 
of the wall, and one of larger fizc in the 
muldle of the hall. Tl\is huge god who 
• is 
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IS placed in the centre, fits an a lazy pof- 
tiire, wiri& his heels drawn up to his 
buttocks, almoft naked, particularly his 
bread and belly, and leaning on a large 
cu(hio;i;^ He is ten times larger than an 
ordinary man, very corpulent, of a merry 
countenance, and gilt all over. I was 
nej^t conducted up flairs, where we lavv a 
great m^ny images of men and women 
who liad been deified for their brave and 
virtuous aftions. Though my Chinefc 
companion could fpeak Engiilh i)ctter 
than any merchant in Canton ; ^yet he 
jpokc it fo im perfectly, ^fpecially about 
theological or ecclcfiafiical matters, that 
T got veryMitilc information; for the 
priefts knew no other language than that 
of their own country. The rooms of this 
cathedral arc large and fpacious, but very 
old and very much out of repair, wdiich 
confirms riic above information, that it 
was originally a King’s palace. 

This temple is furrounded vdth canals 
and gardens; but, for wajit of proper 
care, ttey are^ llagnaicd,. overgrown with 
weeds, and ruinous. 

I w^as next carried up into the cupola, 
where I had a delightful profpcil of all the 
’ 4 CO, untry 
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Country around } but alas ! for want of 
the Janguage, I could obtain but /mail 
Information from them about the objeds 
in view j and was therefore obliged to be 
contented with the bare profpedj which 
was indeod very agreeable. 

The heads of the temple-priefts are 
fliavea quite bare j for they wear no lock 
of hair behind, as the laity do. They are 
likewife diftingiiiihed from the laity,* by 
the widenefs of the fleeves of their upper 
gown, its colour, and by their caps and 
particular badges. 

They invited, us to tea, and to eat fweet- 
meats with them. After which, and ex- 
changing a great many compliments, i 
gave them to the value of two (hillings 
bterl. which my friend told me was ex- 
pefled from me, before I went away. 
Thepriefts pulled 'me back, and led me in- 
to one of the large houfes that are built 
round the temple. In thefe houfes are a 
great many cells or apartments for the 
priefts, novices, See. and large halls with 
long tables, winch J fuppofe thoj’ ufc as 
refeflories. In this houfe they (hewed me 
a curious image of a famous faint of their 
order, who was placed in a nich of the 
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wall, fitting on a chairt and drefled in the 
facerdotal habit. Every mufcle, vein and 
lineament, was fo nicely carved in this 
image, and the drefs fo natural, that, at 
firft figlit, I imagined it was a living man ; 
but much more fo, as I began to move 
towards him, when he moved his head 
and hands towards me, as if to falute me. 
I ftarted a little backward, and viewing 
rile image more narrowly, and approach- 
ing by a flow pace, I difcovcred that it 
made this motion only when I trode upon 
certain parts of the floor; with vthich it 
had a communication, by fprings. On 
the outfide walls, are cut fevcral Englifli, 
French and Dutch names, by which I 
could learn that this building had been 
vifitcd often by Europeans. 

On the joth 0<5tobe>* O. S. being the 
birth-day of his Majefty George II. a great 
number of us got up to the cupola of this 
temple, to fee the Englifli fliips fire at 
Wampo, which is near fifteen miles diftant. 
It is remarkable, that, though we faw the 
fliips, and the* fmoke of 'the guns, very 
diftinedy, yet we heard no report ; 
though they were beard well enough at 

the 
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the Faftory, perhajfe, becaufe it flood clofe 
upon the fide of the river. 

This large temple is feldom ufed as a 
place of public devotion, except on extra- 
ordinary emergencies. Nor do I think 
that the Chinefe have any fixed times of 
public vvorfliip, but only as occafion of- 
fers, as after any remarkable efcape, .on 
the arrival of their jonks from foreign 
parts, and the like. On this lall occafion^, 
1 have often obferved gicat procefTions 
made at the cxpcncc of the paitics con- 
ccnicd.* They went to a temple, and paid 
their devotion ‘to the irlol-god, by offer- 
ing up large hogs, kids, goats, &c. drcHcd 
whole. I have fecn them burn fandal and 
other fwcct-fmclling woods, with fweet- 
meats o£ different forts, into the aflics of 
which they fprinkled water, by which the 
whole temple was perfumed. Thefe facri- 
ficcs and oblations are fometimes per- 
formed in the night. After the ceremony 
is over, and the facrifices have flood a 
limited time before the idol, all the victuals 
are configned to the priefts, wlio* on thefe 
occafions, arc drefied in fcarlct robes em- 
broidered with gold, and perform a num- 
ber of ceremonies. 


There 
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There ms a fmall temple almoli oppofite 
the door of our Factory, where I frequent- 
ly refort^ci. I have feen the prielt in it 
life twir bells and two drums in the cxer- 
cife of their devotion. On the*wall was 
cxhibitetl a reprefentation of hell, much in 
the fame way as it is in fomc Popifh paint- 
ing!). Devils are reprefented tormenting; 
tholi; (its 1 fyppofe the Chinefe priefts 
\T^ould have it) that do not follow their 
idolatry. Perhaps they imagine, that thefc 
figures, and the comments made by the 
j)ricH:s U[)on them, may fcq’vc to fj-ighteii 
the common pco[)1e to obedience, as that 
of the inquifition in Spain and other 
Popilh countries does. 

One night, I obferved this temple illii- 
ininated with candles, lamps, and magni- 
ficent lanthorns. Numbers of niuficians 
wTre playing without doors upon various 
mufical inftruments j many of the nobili- 
ty and gentry within doors were making 
oblations to the idols i and the priefts, 
drcfTcd in their richcl\ robes, were affifting 
the devotees ift their adorations. Two 
clafTcs of priefts ftood oppofite each other, 
on each fide the gi*eat idol, with an in- 
ftrument in theif hjnds, with which they 

alternately 
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alternately made a harfli and ^regular 
noife, and repeated fome certain ^orms of 
prayer, which fome of the Chinefd people 
told me no body underftood but! them- 
felves. Then, one of them, who feemed 
to be fomewhat fuperior to the reft, both 
from his age and attire, went round them 
feveral times, carrying a cup of clear .li- 
quor in one hand, and a white rod in the 
other, all the time repeating fomething 
himfelf, and ufing a great many poftures 
and geftures with the rod, and feemed to 
me as ii he had been invoking fome fpi- 
ritual being, fixing his eyes often on the 
ceiling of the Iioufe. Aftej* near half an 
hour had been fpent in that manner, he 
came at laft between the two files of priefts, 
with his face to the idol, and bowed three 
times with his liead, then kneeled, and 
beat his head three times upon the floor j 
after which, he got up, and bowing again 
three times very low, he went towards the 
idol, and fprinkled water upon fome hot 
aflies that were ftanding in a thick China 
bowl before it, - and delivered his rod 
to one of the men that attended him. 
From this apartment 0/ the temple, they all 
went, one after another, into anothcir hall 

adjoiningi 
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adjoining j where they repeated the fame 
ceremonies juft before mentioned. This 
ended the devotion for that night. The 
devotees returned to their houfes in great 
ftate, leaving the priefts to fieaft upon 
the offerings. Some of the gentlemen who 
had gone along with me, afforded them 
foftie laughter, by attempting, after the 
ceremony was over, to play upon fome of 
fhe inftruments of miifick, of which they 
were quite ignorant. 

I was one day in this temple, when, in 
tlie middle of the devotion^ I was accofted 
by a Chinefe, alftioft naked, who, whif- 
l^ring in rqy ear, alkerl, if I wanted a 
wh — e. I was far from being willing to 
trurt myfclf with fuch a ihabby fellow, 
who, under pretence of ftanding pimp 
on fuch an occafion, nfight have carried 
me to fome out of the way place, robbed 
me, and fent me home to the Faftory 
with broken bones. IVo of my compa- 
nions, who were lefs fearful, accepted the 
rafcal’s invitation ; l^wifljed them a good 
voyage, and ftrw no more of them, till we 
met at night at flipper in die Factory, 
when they gave thc^follpwing account oi 
that dav’s advcnHire, 
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This fellow led them through fuch a 
number of alleys, l^nes, turnings and 
windings, that they began to have fome 
fufpicion of his having a defign to rob 
them, or even to do worfe. They then 
inclined much to turn back. But they 
had already advanced fo far, that they were 
quite ignorant whereabouts they were, a^id 
judged it moll: prudent to jogg >011 after 
him, in filencc, till they fliould fee the 
illlie. The fellow, difeerning by their coun- 
tenance that they were intimidated, cn- 
dcavoupcvl to encourage them, by expa- 
tiating on the ‘beauty of the Chinefe w'o- 
men, the handfomcncis of their fliapc, and 
the Imallncfs of their feet. Tliough his 
eloquence was vei y infipid to them, who 
were all the while in fome degree of ten’or, 
left he might liavc liis accomplices ready 
to adift him to aliafiinate them j yet they 
were prudent enough, not to leem to him 
to dillikc, but rather to be fond of liis 
deferiprions, and to liftea to them with 
attention. Afte^* they had travelled be- 
tween three and four miles in this doubt- 
ful maimer, without feeing one ftrcct or 
lane tiiey had ever trode before, they, to 
their great joy, came at laft to the water- 

fide, 
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fide, from -which they could eafily find 
tlieir way home to the Faftory, and, as 
it was a public road, they imagined, in 
cafe of an attack, alliftance might be got. 
This fomevvhat relieved their fyirits, and 
gave them more confidence in their 
conduftor. At thi^ place, which was 
about four miles up the river from the 
Fa(3:ory,* feveral fmall boats were lying. 
The pimp bargained with one of them, 
probably belonging to his own gang, 
to fcull them to the place he defigned. 
They all imbarked in the fight num- 
ber of people oi> tlie fhore. I’lie water- 
man covered^ the paflengers over witli fplit 
bamboo and cajan leaves, in order to con- 
ceal them from the fight of any of the 
Mandarines, who arc appointed to tra- 
verfe the river, to keeponler, and punilh 
offenders. Had they been difeovered, all 
the crew vvould certainly have been barn- 
booed. ’ Though tliiJ pallcngcrs were peep- 
ing, every now and then, through the 
little chinks in the tilt, yet they faid, it 
was impoffibb for them Co fee any thing 
diftincHy, nor did they knov^ whether 
they were carried up or down the river. 

In about an hour, they obferved the fam- 

» • 

pan 
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pan or boat ftand ftill ; and by the noife of 
talking, could obferve themfelves furround- 
al by a number of other boats full of 
people. As they had been fculling a long 
while, they began to judge that they were 
carried a great diltance from the faftoiy, 
and feared that their danger was now 
greater than before. At this junfture tl>ey 
had a good mind to difeover themfelves ; 
but then they were afraid, that, if they 
did, they would all be feized, and barn- 
booed. They frequently called out to 
Jacky (for fo the pimp was named) ; but 
he anfwered not a word for fome time. 
At laft Jack came creeping in at one end 
of the tilt, and alked, Card grandi hola^ 
fickcnini hola ? What fize of a wh — e they 
wanted ? The one anfwered, Grandly the 
other, Vichnini, ^ Jack defirecl them to 
lie ftill, and keep filence a little time. So 
away he went. By Jack’s going out and 
coming in, they learped that they were 
amidft a number of large fampans, and 
that their fmall boat was made faft to one 
of them. In a* little fpaco Jack' returns, 
and creeps in under the tilt with two 
young girls along with him, the one 
younger and more llendeff than the other, 

They 
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They were both very neatly drefled, and, 
in their opinion, the eldeft was not above 
fourteen years of age. One of the gentle- 
men loft his courage, fo that his miftrefs 
went off, and left him ; while the other 
was much enamoured with his little lady, 
who ufed all the bewitching tricks that 
are j5raftifed by thefe kind of women. Jack 
obferved Kis fondnefs, and was determined 
to* improve the opportunity to his own 
advantage, and would not leave the pair 
tilLhe made a bargain; which the ena- 
moured gentleman agreed to. The girl 
received the money,* called for her compa- 
nion, and dftlivered it to her. There 
was one alloy upon the long-wilhed-for 
enjoyment, namely, the other gentle- 
man’s being pnJy a fpedator, and filling 
up the very little room they had in the 
boat. But it feems this obftacle was got 
over. The girls left the boat, and Jack 
was called for to fmuggle them home 
again ; but both Jack and the watermen 
had left the boat withput any defign to 
return. In this*manner they continued 
for fome time, till at laft two large ill- 
looking fellows came jfboacd, who put on 
a furly couutenan^e,, demanded money, 
R and 
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and threatened to ufe violence if they did 
not inftantly comply. Neither of my 
friends were cowards } and as they could 
not help being chagrined at this unexpefted 
treatmerlt, they were determined, if pof- 
fible, not to be impofed upon by thele raf- 
cals. In order to fee whereabouts they 
were, they uncovered themfelves, and found 
that they were in the midft of fome 
hundreds of large boats, about four miles 
below the Faftory. The two fellows now 
went to the ftern, and began to fcull them 
further down the river, upon which they 
forced the oars from tliem, and fculled up 
the river. All this afforded’ fport to tbou- 
fands of Cliinefe people, who were {land- 
ing in their boats around them, exclaim- 
ing in their own language, and laughing 
aloud. At lafl the fellows began to ftrike 
them ; which was foon returned with 
double fury. During the feuffle, the boat 
made no other way, than what was occa- 
lioned by the tide. At length, an old 
man, in a ftnall fampan, going up the 
river, who could fpeak a little Portuguefe, 
came alongfide of them. The two gentle- 
men offered him a Tittle money to carfy 
Uiern to any of the Fnglifli failories. He 

agreed 
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agfeed'to ftdlf thefn dife^^Iy to their own, 
which was the higheft iip the river but 
one,^ z Mte*. They jumped aboard 
of hwlittle boat, and being favoured by 
the tide, they foOni arrived at thcTadory, 
in high fpirits, that they had got fb eafiiy 
clear of fo dangefpus an adventure. 

I *nkift hot omit one material obferva- 
tion witli regard- to the priefts and clergy 
of* China, namely, that they are in no great 
efteem among the people. They are ge- 
nerally of very low extrablion j their only 
ftody is the numerous readings of their 
theology; and, as they arc excluded from 
converfation with men of letters, are ge- 
nerally very ignorant of the world. All 
this contributes to render them contemp- 
tible to the Ghinefe laity,^ who are gene- 
rally people of ingenuity and politenefs. 
The priefts are almoft all very poor, and 
obliged to .celibacy while they continue in 
orders, of which they are at liberty to diveft: 
themfelves at pleai'ure. But if they are 
guilty of fprnication, or anyiiKnormous 
crime, while they are in ord|||k they mult 
expiate it with their livewH'he high 

* About 7fd. SteH. 
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pricft Chiam is the only one excepted. He 
is allowed to marry, becaufe the high 
prlefthood in China muft be continued in 
one family, and he is in fud^ repute, 
that he Is always kept near the Emperor’s 
perfon. 

None of any figure of fortune incline 
to have their children confecrated to fcrve 
at the altar : fo that the priefts are re* 
duced to purchafe children from fuch pa- 
rents as are obliged from neceflity to fell 
themj and thefe they call Novices^ and 
educate them in the facerdotal legends and 
fervices. < 

I have feen multitudes of,. Armenians at 
Canton *, and I am much miftaken if there 
was not many Jews among them. They 
flocked always together, and here, as 
every where in Europe, they diftinguifli- 
ed themfelves from the people of China. 
Their beards, features, and' complexion, 
confirmed my conjefture. I fometimes alked 
my Chinefe acquaintances, what tliey were: 
they gave ipe many anfwers in broken and 
mixed diale^of Englifli-and Portuguefe, 
which I c<|v not underftand. One of 
them told" me, pointing at one of them, 
Ih no cari China mns^Jofs^ hap oUr Jofs, 

or, 
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or, in better Englifli, that man docs not 
worfhip our god, but has another god. 

It is a common thing for the Chi- 
nefc to aft a play before their idols, 
after their worfliip is over. I have fecn 
feveral afted in different Jofs-hdufes, and 
every body is welcome to fee them 
gratis. Sometimes thefe fmaller temples 
are* fo crowded by the poorer fort of 
people a*mong.the Chinefe, that an Euro- 
pean can fcarcely get in. In fummer the 
people are moftly naked j and, as they 
Ikind clofely together the whole tirye, there 
is fuch heat, fweat, and ftcnch, that an 
European cannof fet his nole within 
doors. • 

I have alfo frequently feen plays afted 
upon open fcaffolds erefted in the public 
ftreets of Canton ; and tliofc in half a 
dozen ftreets at a time. Their aftors 
are richly drefled, and have a large ftock 
of dreffe^ and military arms and trinkets, 

Their colHy dreffes, See. are kept in 
fquare-chefts. In the temples they have 
drefling-rpoms 5 on racli fide the ftages 
they have fereehs. They have few or no 
painted feenes, &c. Perfons wait within 
R 3* the 
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the fcreeji^ r?ady to drefs or undrefs them, 
as occafion requires. 

V^hen they aft in the ftreet, they arc 
paid by the inhabitants of that ftreet; 
when they aft in temples, it is at the 
charge of 4he members of the temple, or 
him who, on any particular occafion, em- 
ploys them. As none of the fair fex are 
allowed to appear on a ftage, they employ 
young men or boys of an effeminate air 
and countenance to aft the woman’s part. 
Some companies of aftors confift of men 
from twenty to forty years of age; and 
theft are in .the moft efteem among 
the Chinefe. Others cofifift of young men 
between twelve and eighteen*; and theft 
are moft cftcemed by the Europeans. They 
have both tragic and comic performances. 
Theft, efpecially the firft, theyftem to aft 
with great proprfety both of gefture and 
expreflion. They reprefent the workings 
of the paflions fo naturally, that they 
often affeft very ftnfibly even an European 
fpeftator, though ignorant of the lan- 
guage with which this action ig accom- 

fubjeft of their plays is generally 
thf lift and heroic aftions of feme brave 


pamed. 

The 
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man among theit anccftors. Some of my 
Chinefe acquaintance told me, that thefc 
plays were inftituted, and often repeated, 
to recommend bravery and virtue, and to 
ridicule vice; and to give the mob an 
idea of the conftitutioii, the different de- 
grees of dignity in the empire, and the au- 
thority and manners of the court ; which, 
in fuch an extenfive empire, the com- 
mon people couU not be otherwife inform- 
ed of. 

The whole ftreets are fo filled on thefe 
occafioiis with a pleafed and attentive 
crowd, that you cannot pafs by. • When 
an actor plays hisf part well, the mob all 
unite in callijig him to return to the ftage, 
and re -aft his part. I have feen young 
boys, refembling young women, in beauty, 
effeminacy and drefs, aft the females part 
fo well, that the mob ‘obliged them to 
aft it three times over before they were 
allowed to leave the flage. 

The plays arc generally concluded with 
tumbling, fighting, or combating with 
giants or wild beafts ; or ell'e with fome 
humorous poftures, gefturcs, and expref- 
fions, calculated to raife a laugh. 

R* 4 During 
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During my ftay at Canton, a great many 
fcftivals were celebrated by feafting, gam* 
ing, afting comedies, and fending pre* 
fents to their friends. On one of thefe 
days I went in company with four gentle- 
men belo/iging to our fhips, to take a 
walk round the city walls. In order to 
get into the country, we had a long ftreet 
to pafs through, which was fo crowded 
with people and ftages at every twenty 
yards diftance, that it was with great 
difficulty we could make way for our- 
felves. When we had got to the end of 
it, and ‘had juft got a glance of the coun- 
try, we found as great a concourfe of 
people, as wc had feen in. the ftr^tj 
which determined us to return; efpeci- 
ally as we had obfcrvcd a number of ill- 
looking fellows beginning to^, follow us, 
and making motions to one another as 
if they had fome defign upon us when we 
were got a little further from the city. 
On our turning back, they appeared lo 
angry at the difappointment, that they 
boldly came up, and demanded money of 
ns ; and one of us taking a pinch' of fnuff", 

' they demanded each a pinch, which was 
readily granted. But the continual cry 
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was for money, which we were refolutely 
determined not to comply with ; but con^ 
tinned to ftruggle through the crowd, 
while they were endeavouring all the while 
to pull us back. Had we offered to de- 
fend ourfelves with blows, it vwuld have 
been extremely imprudent, becaufe there 
was not one Chinefc that offered to aflift 
us,* and had we made any refiflance, they 
would certainly, have overpowered us. The 
mob in general, feemed to encourage thefe 
impudent fellows. So that we were fain 
to bear their pulling and joftling us 
very patiently, while we endeavoured to 
get nearer and neSrer home. Some thou- 
fands followad, feeming mightily pleafed 
at the diftrefs of the poor Fanquoys^ as they 
call us. In our way, as we were endeavour- 
ing to get ,under a ftage creded in the 
ftreet, one of thefe fclloWs pulled off the 
hat arrdVig, from one of our companions, 
and thre^ it upon the ftage. The poor 
gentleman looked very foolifh, at feeing 
them tolfed in the ait*, h'oni fide to fide, 
without ^ing able to reach them; and 
feemed not a liltle nettled at being obliged 
to fuffer an affront, which it was not in 
his power to refent*. At length, one of 
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the Chinefe took cotnpafSon upon the 
poor bare-headed Fanquoy, brought him his 
hat and wig, ufed means to rid us of our 
troublefome attendants, and conducted us 
home. We entertained our Chinefe friend 
in the faifioiy as well as we could, and the 
gentleman who was fo particularly obli- 
ged to his civility, gave him to the value of 
IS. 3 d. two mace, with which he feeihed 
extremely well-pleafed, and, after a great 
many chin-chins, (a prevailing falutatio’n 
in China) he left us. 

There is none of their fcftivals Iblern- 
nized with fuel) pomp and fplendor as that 
called by us the Feafi df Lanthorns. All 
the people in the city and fuburbs h^ng 
up lanthorns in the ftreets and in their 
houfes, and thofe upon the water, hang 
them up upon their boats;, and in all 
places they arc hiftig fo near each other, 
that they are indeed innumerable, and 
make the night appear as light, as day. 
On this occafion, they give themfelves up 
to all the extravagancies pradifed at a 
carnival. Some of thefe lanthorns are 
very coftly. The people will retrench their 
other neceflary expence, that they may do 
fomething extraordinaiy on this night. They 
, * ai'e 
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are illuminated either with wax-candles dr 
with lamps. The generality of thefe lan- 
thorns are about four foot high; fome 
round, others fquare. The panes are of 
tranfparent filk or fineft gauze, having 
human figures, rocks, trees and flowers, 
painted upon them, in very lively colours. 
Some of the grand lanthorns have the figures 
of men on horfeback, deer, dogs, and many 
oth* figures of animals, nicely cutout, which 
being made to move on the infide, appear 
very lively to the fpeftators without. The 
number of lanthorns is almoft infinite; 
the gilding, carving, filk,. painting, and 
other expences attending them, mull 
amount to a •vail fum. In Ihort, on this 
illuminated night, the whole people fcem 
to run mad for they know not what. I 
wilh our Kuropeans could be excepted 
from tl^ charge. 

The ^inefe fay, that this feaft took 
its rife from the following accident. A 
great Mandarine, 'who had ufed the people 
under him with great humanity and ten- 
dernefs, had a beloved daughter, who took 
it into her heaJ one evening to throw her- 
felf into the river, and was drowned. As 
foon as Ihc was milled,- the whole pcoj)le 
both in town and country, wdio lived -un- 
der 
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der his )urifdi6lion, out of gratitude, faU 
lied foith with lanthorns, to look for the 
young lady, but /he could not be found. 
Every year afterwards the people of that 
place affembled with their lanthorns on 
the anniverfary of that evening; and, in 
procefs of time, this practice among a few, 
prevailed over all, and is now become an 
cftabliflied and univerfal cuftom. 

After fun-fet no Chinefe will walk 
abroad, unlefs he take a T'imlong, i.e. afmall 
round lanthorn, along with him. Thefe 
hand-lanthorns are made of fmall wive, 
faftened with filk thread in the manner of 
net-work, and covered With very thin oiled 
paper. They have fomered charafters paint- 
ed on the one fide, which I take to be the 
maker’s, or perhaps the owner’s name. They 
give a good deal of light, and {ire fold very 
cheap. Every ohe walking the itreets at 
night without a lanthorn, is fufj:/e6led of 
intending fome mifehief, is feized by the 
watchmen, and kept in cultody till he is 
examined. 

Thefe watchmen go regularly about the 
ftreets every night ; and fo/ne of them are 
appointed to attend at the railed gates in the 
ftreets of the fubiubs, which areihut about 

ten 
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ten o’clock at night, that they may open 
them to people who pafs or repafs j but 
none are permitted to pafs without exami- 
nation. 

Though the Europeans generally refide 
in their particular faftories, and are main- 
tained at the expence of the companies in 
whofe fervice they are j yet they are at li- 
berty ter refide in a Chinefe’s houfe, where 
they can board on very reafonable terms. 
And were the Europeans allowed to fee 
and converfe with the Chinefe women, I 
believe they would not want plenty of 
lodgers J but it k a rule among them, ne- 
ver to lodgf or even Ixiard an European 
if there is a woman in the houfe. Some 
of the Chinefe merchants with whom we 
had confiderable dealings, often invited us 
to their houfes, eat and drank with us, 
and flkived us all their goods and curiofi- 
ties, in order to ingratiate themfelves with 
us J yet even then they kept their wives, 
daughters, and every fervant-maid out of 
the way^ 

The ♦vorthieft man I ever knew among 
them was one a broker, with whom 

I contraded an dntimatc acquaintance. 
This Timgua kept Ihop in the fame ftreet 

where 
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wheyeourfa^oiywasiittiatedt Hewasoncd 
a very confiderabfe Chinefe nlercteuit j but 
from Biisfoitiuies in trade, hadf0ed, and 
now employed himfelf in felling for other 
merchants;, and kept mufters of all their 
goods in hb (hop. He was a . man of 
great integrity, and, as be ctadd fpeak 
better Englifh than any merchant in 
Canton, it was of great fervice to him 
in his dealings : he was particnlarly civil 
and f efpeftful to ftrangers, with whonft he 
always behaved in a free, open, and frank 
manner, ‘by which means he was intro- 
duced to a general acquaintance with the 
Europeans, particularly the Englilh': Jie 
was neither uncharitable nor fupefftitiousj 
for he would eat and drink heartily with 
us, take a glafs of our arrack punch, 
and manage our knives and forksgenteely, 
which are held in abomination by^the ge- 
nerality of the Chinefe. When I wanted 
to have any thing explained in regard to 
the manners or cuftoms of the people, I 
had always recourfe to my friend Tiwgitfr, 
who, as he was very ready to gratify my 
•curiofity about China, and to fatisfy me iit 
my enquiries, was, at the famo time, very 
felicitous to know the nature of the go- 
vernment. 
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verntn»itj iMDoeis and language of Bri* 
tain; ho often went along with me ta 
the countty, and vifited every place of aay 
note, to which he could procure me accefs. 
I wanted much to &e his wile, .who lived 
in the city } but that, notwithftanding ouc 
intimacy, I could never accomplish ; fuch 
a 'bad imprcffion have they received of 
Buropeins. One day ^imgua took nos 
about two miles into the country to fee 
his fon about twelve old^ who was 
at fchool there, wheiilpibok occalion to 
make the pretty little a prefdit of an 
Englifli half-crown ; which ‘J'imgua ob« 
feiying, he.feemed angry j and told me, 
that prefents to children were never allow- 
ed in China, though it might be the 
cuftom ill. England, and infifted on ray 
takingj it back again. • 

As hvif a prevailing cuftom in China 
for every one to celebrate his birth-day, 
honeft fimgua came one morning to my 
apartment in the faftory before I was out 
of bed, told me that this was his birth** 
day, ancl invited me to come, accompa- 
nied with one of my felell friends, and fiip • 
with him in the evening. I had been al- 
ready too fenfthie^of his civility and the 
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good opinion he entertained of me, to re. 
fufe.his kind invitation. Accordingly we 
went in the evening to his houfe, where, 
after the ufual cei’emonies, we took our 
feats. Tbf company confided of four Chi- 
nefe, fimgua, my companion, and my- 
felf. Timgua flood interpreter betwixt the 
four Chinefe and us, who foon grew 
fond of our converfation. In a little time 
fupper came upon tiie table, ferved in thS 
Chinefe manner, fimgua, the mailer of 
the feafl, took l|khis chopfticb with ap 
air, as already deferibed, which was fol- 
lowed by the reft of the company. Upon 
which we alfo tried to ufe theit ceremomes 
in eating; but T^imgua obferving us to 
perform them very awkwardly, defired us 
to ufc our own freedom, as if we were at 
home ; and ordered the fervant to bring 
us two fmall forks, inftead of x\\e ckbpjlicks. 
The Chinefe were as much diverted with 
our manner of eating as we were with 
theirs, in which they ufe fo much cere- 
mony, that I am perfuaded it mull take 
away a good deal of their pkafurfe in eat- 
•ring. Though there were a good many 
different dilhes fet before us, all cut into 
fmall bits ready for the mouth, yet I did 
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not care to venture oa. any that I did liof 
know.^ as I imaginecf they might poflibly 
be dogs, cats, rats, or frogs, which thef 
eat as commonly there, as we do beef 
and mutton in England. My companion 
and I contented ourfelvcs therefore witli 
a dilh of fifh, and fome other things that 
wens plain and inown to us. Timgun^ 
however,* was very prelFing to liave us fill 
oUr plate with the viftiials that he eftcem- 
ed niceft ; from which we endeavoured 
politely to cxcufe ourfelves. Every now 
and then, each giiell takes a cup df Sham* 
JJjew^ a liquor before defenbed, which is 
ferved up hoj. All the company lift their 
cups together, drink, take them from their 
mouths, and fet them on the table, at the 
fame inftant, following the motion or fig- 
nal of the mafter of the* houfe. Of this 
liquor, '‘.vlnch^is excellent, each of us had 
about twenty cups ere I’upper was over, 
which made us all pretty merry. After 
fupper, fruit, fweetmeats, &c. were fet 
upon the table, which were very fine and 
delicious. ' Then the* company were re- 
galed with tea; but it was now about 
eleven o'clock at night ; and as we had 
not been accuftomed to drink it (o late* we 
' S cxcufi;d 
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ourfelves^ tQC^ l^avje of our Chind( 
friend?, and r^turnca to the factory attends 
ed by ^im^uas fervant carrying a lanthon 
before us. 

My vvoif thy friend, whyo, 1 believe, i 
ftill alive, beCides faithfully fettling all ac 
counts between us, befoie my departure 
made me a prefent of feikne fine tea, an( 
a drawing of a Chinefe woman, whicl 
hung in his own bed-room, and whiCl 
he imagined I was fond of. I infifted t( 
pay for the prefent, as I was witnefs ^t( 
his having rejefted fcveral good offers fo 
it ; yet he obftinately% refufcd to accep 
any thing. This man I would recommenc 
to the acquaintance of fuchof my country 
men as are going thither before any I knev 
in that part of the world. 

It is as eafy to diftinguillfa country mai 
from a citizen in Canton as it is in Lon- 
don.. The Chinefe peafants are mud 
tanned, clumfy in their lhape, andclownift 
in their behaviour and drefs. When w< 
fall in their way, they come about us, am 
ftare at us, as a wonder; but we are f< 
common about the town, that the citizens 
take little notice of us.o 

'When 



!^»AdC6UMT ^CANTOti. 

Wh«n J rei]e£b dn the rudenels of oiu‘ 
Englifli failors to thofc of the Chine(4 
with whom they dare be free, even 
the women themfelves not excepted when 
they come in their way, I am* not for-* 
prized that they are fo referved. This 
licentious freedom fo remarkable in the 
behaviour of the Englifli failors, is per- 
h^? a great prejudice to our trade there, 
as well as with other nations. There can- 
not be a greater affront offered to a Chinefe 
than to cut off his lock j yet I hgve feen 
feveral Europeans offer aS k, and have 
even heard of fome having adually done 
it : though indeed, in that cafe the aggref- 
for runs the hazard of his life, as the Chi* 
nefe will lofe no opportunity to have his re- 
venge. Tha Dutch alfo frequently draw 
their knives upon them j for which I have 
often feetftbem feverely drubbed, and fent 
home with fore bones to their faftory* 
On this account, fome of our people, 
though more decent in their behaviour, 
are apt to^meet with ill treatment; fo that 
in this, as in many other cafes, the in- 
nocent fuffer for th^ guilty. 

6 a Thjcre 
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’ of ftrollers, dancers, 

pofture-niakers, tumblers, &c. perpetually 
^oing up and down, fome playing upon 
imufical inftrunients, others /hewing leger- 
demain oi‘ /light of hand tricks ; thefe laft 
carry large living fnakes in ba/kets, and 
Ibmetimes twi/led about their necks, arms, 
and naked bodies. Thefe poor creatures, 
however, get very little from their coun- 
trymen j a cap, which is the tenth-part 
of thiee fartliings Steii. is reckoned a large 
alms. The pofture-mafters and dancers 
are generally old men, are drefled very 
fantaftically, talk very' fall all the while 
they are performing, and are fo droll 
and diverting, that it is abfolutely im- 
poffiblc to look on them without laugh- 

Though Canton is but 24 degrees from 
the equator, and is fcorchlng hot in fum- 
mev i yet, about the months of December 
and January, it is iubjecl to high winds 
.and very heavy rains. The hidden altera- 
Jtion the climate and tcnipeiaiurc of the 
air then undergoes is very furprifing. I 
have been one .week almo/l naked, and 

plagued 
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plagued to death with gnats and mnfque- 
toes; and the next, have been obliged to 
put on two waiftcoats and an upper coat, 
and fometimes a great coat to cover all, in 
order to defend me from the cold. At 
this time, the people of China talreto their 
winter-drefs, which is lined with furs 
or quilted cotton. Jnftead of wearing fans, 
which are ufed by men, women and child- 
rcji in hot weather, they keep a live quail 
in their hands to keep them warm, and 
have the long llceves of their gowns drawn 
d(3wn to cover their hands. Thui equip- 
ped they walk fo ftiff, and* fhovc up their 
flioulders fo much, that one would think 
they were freezing to death. 

The ftreets of Canton, in the time of 
thefe violent ftorms, called ‘T)<phons, are 
overflowed •with water, ^ and it is often 
fo deep, that in many places you may 
fcull a fnt«ll boat. The common people 
pafs from place to place by wading through 
the water; and thofe of the better rank 
are carried in chairs, or on men’s backs. 
Their Un^brellas wjjich were juft before 
ufed to fhade them, from the heat of the 
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One of theft happened when I 

was there, and filled our faftory, in fome 
places, near two feet deep of water. 

Nankin is moft celebrated among the 
Chinefe not only as the greateft city, though 
the court has been long removed thence 
to Pekin, but likewile as the place where 
all kinds of commodities are bell manu- 
faftured. When they would fet off’agy 
thing to advantage, it is common for them 
to tell you, that it is a Nankin thing, or 
of Nankin falhion; from which they con- 
clude, we muft efteem it good. It is pro- 
bable, indeed, that Nankin is the place 
where the little learning, arts and fciences 
they have, are taught in greateft per- 
feftion i and where the moft curious and 
valuable commodities come ifrom j but 
there are poffiBly feveral other / places, 
which afford as fit and beneficial goods for 
the merchant. 

The dialed the Chinefe ufe in common 
with us, is a mixture of European lan- 
guages, but raoftly, as we former ly hinted, 
pf Engllfh and Portu^guefe, together with 
fpinc words of their own. They cannot 
2 pronounce 
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pronounce the letter r at all. Puki wtift 
them fignifies Friend-, and when the)? 
would fay, I faluted him, or made my cm- 
pliments to him, they fay, 1 moiki handfoM 
face fir he, I moiki grandi chin-dhin fir he. 
When they talk in their own ‘language, 
one would imagine they were finging, 
cfpecially when they Ipeik the court or 
Mandarjne dialeft, which every perfon of 
any confiderarion muft learn to under- 
ftand and fpeak, otherwife he is fure to bi 
defpifed. 

Their language is fo difficult, that I 
have heard fome of the natives fay, that 
Mr. Flint the company’s agent at Canton, 
though he had been among them from his 
early youth, cannot yet fpeak it pcifoftly. 
And 1 know, that few Englilh people, 
though they have remained there a full 
half-year, were able to hring away a fingle 
Chinefe woid with them, that is, to pro- 
nounce* it fo juftly as that the Chintfe 
would underlland them ; for the lead de- 
preflion or elevation of the tone or accent 
of a wojjd, entirek alters the fignihcation ; 
fo that, by committing an error in the 
found, you may Jpnocently affront a Chi- * 
S 4 n^fe, 
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nefe, wh^n you intend to pay him the 
greatefl: compliment. 

. During my ftay in Canton, I picked up 
a few words. By conftant praftice, and 
the help of my good old friend Hmgua^ 
I got the Jtriie accent fo well, that I was 
underilood by every Chinefc I fpoke them 
to. All I acquired was indeed more curi- 
ous than ufcful ; for my flock of words 
was fo fcanty, that I fooa funk dumb ip 
converfation with them, or even in ma- 
king a bargain, and was obliged to have 
recourfe totheconfufed jargon already men- 
tioned, wiiich I, hammered out as well as I 
could. At the fame tifne, I muft own, 
that, when 1 had occafion to go to the.re- 
mote places of the town, wheje no one 
was to be found that could fpeak a word 
of any other language but thco Chinefe, I 
have found my hx^all cargo to be> very 
ufcful. For the fake of the curious there- 
fore, and as it may be of ufe to thofe who 
go thither, I fhall here mention the moft 
remarkable of the words I learned among 
them. 

EngiiJJ:, ^ Chinefe, 

Qld friend, ^ IiowphangieGW, 

Englijh, 
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Englijh. ' 
Drink tea, 

Sit down, 

Good, 

Bad, 

A man, 

Scales or dodgcons, 
Have you fcales, 

I have none, 

How much, 

How much money, 
One dollar, 

One tael and a half, 
How old are you^ 
Twenty years, 


Chinefe, 

Tim chd. 

T'fing tsd. 

How. 

Mow. 

Ten. 

Liiang. 

Liiang wd. 

Ngod mou Litang od. 
Kitong. 

KHong ann d, 
lat cong ann Tfein. 
lat Leang aun poan. 
Kho foyi ni. 

Ti fap foi. 


You, 

I, 

Tea, 

Bread, 

The Emperor, 

You are a good man, Nico How yen d. 


A Candle, 

Come here, ' 

Go there, 

N.U 

Lcbjouck. 

Ly lo. 

Hylo. 

>f'B E R S. 



tat. 

5 . 

gas- 

2, 


6, 

lock. 

3> 

fanu 

7 . 

fat. 

4> 

Jhi. 

8, 

pat, ‘ 

N U M- 


Ni. 

Ngod, 

CM. 

Mpintow. 

Wan^i. 



^66 M AccooNt ^ CanToir 

NUMBERS, 
g, cow. 100, iatpaatifi. 

10, Jhap. 200j yi pa. 

11, Jhapiat. 300, fampd. 

20 , yi Jhap. 1000, iat tjin. 

21, yi pap iat. 2000, yi toin. 

I believe there is no country in die 
world where there are fewer idlers, oi- 
where the people in general, are ihoje 
induftrious. It is furprifing to fee what 
numberlefs occupations they betake them- 
felves to, in order to get a livelihood, fome 
of which are fo mean and laborious, and 
to appearance fo trifling, that one can 
hardly conceive how it is 'pofliblc , for 
them to live by them. But all kind 
of provifions, efpecially rice and tea, 
their principal food, are . fo cheap, 
that they caiir'caiily fubfift upon a very 
fcanty income. Some are employed in 
going about with balkets, picking up 
bones, bits of glafs, and every other trifle 
they can find in the ftreets, canals, and 
bye-places ; others, itj gathering and car- 
rying out all forts of dhng and lilth from 
the city, which they /lepofite in two baf- 
kets, and carry to the country, in the fame 

manner 
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manner as the milk-women do their pails 
in England, and fell to the farmers for 
manure to their ground. Thofe houfcs 
near the river-fide have kitchins and other 
office-houfes built on the brink of the wa- 
ter, by which all kind of filth is carried 
away ; and I have obferved thefe wretched 
fcayengers Handing up to their middle in 
water, vyaiting under thefe officc-houfes, 
to get their balkets filled. I have fome- 
times met whole troops of thefe poor 
creatures with their loaded balkets going 
ihto the country ; and have beei>fo much 
annoyed with tjje difagitcable fmell of 
their burden, that I was fain to retire from 
tho road as Toon as they approached me. 

I have been often moved with pity at the 
ftrifl confinement of Chinefc ladies. 
But a^ they fee none of tfiSTTfex in a better 
fuuation, they bear their flavery without 
murmuring, having many amufenicnts and 
employments that helu to fill up their time. 
They delight much 'in keeping phea- 
fants, ti|xtles,,an(^nging birds in their 
chambers, and Imall trees, Ihrubs and 
Bowers, growing Vi large pots. In fonic 

rooms 
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rooms they have large glafs and earthen 
bafons full of fmall fi/hes, particularly that 
hind, called the gold and filver fi/h. They 
are about the length of one’s finger ; the 
male of a fine red from the head to the 
middle, and from thence to the tail of a 
Alining gold colour. The female is of a 
pure white colour. This is a very tender 
animal, and eafily affected by any altera- 
tion of weather; contrivances are thine,- 
fore fallen upon to flicltcr them from the 
heat, by fetting them in cool places, and 
changing the water often. When they are 
removed from /me balbn into another, 
great care muff be taken not to touch 
them with the hand, othervvife they would 
immediately expire. A fliell filled wiilr 
water is ufed in lifting them. They are 
fometimes killed by the noife ©f thunder, 
of great gun.v»-^'tfd even by the fmell of 
tar or pitch. With thefe, and reading 
Chinele plays, the poor ladies amufe them- 
felves. The reff of their time is generally 
filled up in fowin^-, embroidering, and 
‘ dreffing thcmfelvcs. 

The common womer^ who a/e moftly 
of Tartar breed, havQ'much the advan- 
tage of the fine ladies. They are at full 
, ’ liberty 


8 



An Account of Canton, 269 

liberty to roam about their fmall cottages 
and boats, without reftraint, while thofc 
ill higher life dare not fee a man's face in 
their whole life but that of their hulbands, 
and, as was before obferved, ase rendered 
incapable of walking by the fmallnefs of 
their feet. When old, however, they are 
alFowed to lit at their doors, and I have 
feen theln often employed there in fowing 
or embroidering. But, if any younger 
ones were accidentally ftanding behind 
them, they never failed to run out of light 
ere I could get a glance of themr 

One day, as I* was returning from an 
agreeable walk in the country, three or 
four miles above Canton, where there were 
a number of cotton bullies growing; and 
walking tly-ough a great many fmall ftreets 
and narrow lanes in m){g^ to the fado- 
ry, 1 deferied two women and a man co- 
vered with a fort of white veils, kneel- 
ing upon the ground, and making a 
hideous noife, by fjreaming, and every 
now and then ftirring up a large fire of 
wood tiat \^as jplaced before them. I 
Hood amazed, bik^t could not difeover any* 
variety; they ftili continued crying and 
ftirring up the fire. I heard, at the fame 
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time, a loud fcreaming in a houfe direftly 
oppofitc to them. No body appeared 
from whom I could inform myfelf of the 
meaning of all this. At length, a Chinefe 
obferving jne, came up to me, and infilled 
on my leaving that ftreet ; which I was 
obliged to comply with. 1 conjectured that 
feme other ceremony was to fucceed, which 
he did not think it proper I flioulcf be 
witnefs to, and that the whole might be 
occafioned by the death of fome relation 
in the houfe. 

The foldiery in Canton are drefled moft- 
ly in blue Nankin fluff, their gowns (hprt 
and narrow, with rattan caps on their heads, 
and a bunch of red hair fixed on the top 
of them j which, when they perform any 
quick motion, agitated by the wind^ 
make a grand appearance, efpecially when 
four or five thouland of them are march- 
ing in a body. Their boots are made <rf 
filk, and lined with gotten. Their prin- 
cipal arms are the I'^ord and the bow. 
I believe they are all Hjo^femfen. I 
. Their fwords, wliicfi arc very large, 
heavy and broad, ^y wear on their left 
fide, but with the handle 'behind^ and the 

point 
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pc»nt tianging down forwarda. ASI^hen 
they draw them, they with their left hand 
take hold of the lower end of the ftabbard,' 
and lift up the fword behind them fohigh, 
as that the handle may reach above the 
Ihouldcr behind ; fo that, at the drawinjf 
the fword with the right hand over the 
left'ftioulder, they can make a nimble and 
fevere fttoke. However impoflible or in- 
convenient this may feem to thofe who 
have not feen it performed ; yet it is ab- 
fcilutely certain, that they do it with great 
eafc and agility, the effcOf, no doubt, of 
conftant praftice.* 

Their boys are very large and ftrong; 
They carry them in a cafe on their left fide, 
and a cafe of arrows on their back. On their 
right thumb they wear a broad and thick 
ivory pr agat ring, upoiNjg|iich they place 
the ftring when they draw ; and they have 
another ^ring on the left thumb for the 
arrow to run upon when they Ihoot. The 
Chinefe in general ait bred to the bow, 
and are much exerafed in ihooting at 
marks. % was myM( witnefs to one of 
them (hooting a large fowl on wing, which 
they told me was commonly done, and 
IhowSitp what perf^on they have arrived 

in 
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in handling the bow. I own it furprifed 
me not a little to fee a flying fowl killed 
with an arrow, I could never bend one of 
thefe bows, without help ; and it was as 
much as t^o of us could accomplifli, from 
which you may eafily conceive the force 
of the arrow. 

The military horfes are fmall, but fat, 
nimble, fiirc-footed, and hardy. They ai*e 
all brought from Tartary, or Tartar breed. 
The faddles and bridles aic much in the 
European falhion. Some of them are 
large and foft, rcfembling thofc in Turkey. 
By way of whip, they ulc ^ tough rod 
four foot long, with a knotted filken Bring 
faftened to it. This whip they tie by a 
ftring to thewriftof the right arm, that they 
may not lofe it wj^n they uie tlieir arms. 

There is a large plain below Canton, 
not far from the fide of the river, which 
is called by the Engli/li, the artillery ground, 
where the Chinefe Wees are commonly 
exercifed and revieweefr I have ^:en fomc 
t thoufands exercifing at once on diat fpot; 
But, in my opinion, they come far fliort 
of that art, dexterity anduegularity, that 
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we obfcrve in tlie European military exer- 
cife. The officers and foldiers are moftly 
Tartars. The officers, in I'unffiinc, make 
a fplcndid appearance, tlieir robes being 
embroidered witli gold and iilver pit the back 
and breaft, whcie their badges of diftinaion 
are fixed ; which make a glittering fhow. 
They all wear whiikeis, and have a fierce 
look, djiough thefc foldicis are broiiglit 
frem a more nbrthein climate, yet tlieir 
tawny comi'lexions, and their lieicc coun- 
tenance, fufficicntly difiinguilb them from 
the natives ot Cliina, who are a more ef- 
feminate and foft-/catuicd ‘people. 

In this |)lain there ' a large horfe- 
coiufc, with ‘polls fixed at linall diflanccs. 
In this broad path, I liave feen foldiers 
riding with inci edible fvviftnefs, one after 
another, fliSoting their prrows at thefe 
ports. ‘I have even feen tTiebi difmount 
from their lioifcs. when at full galloj), take 
up their tirrows, mount, and llioot’thcm 
again. And, which is irtill more amazing, 

1 have feen them mouii and difinount in’ 
this career for. the fiffiie arrow, making 
ufe only of\onc all the v.ay round. Thr, 
laft operation is only iierformcd by the 
more experienced^ foldierS ; as I obierve.l 
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people employed to pick up thofe arrows 
which the lefs experienced foldiers could 
not recover in riding. 

Some of the Chinefe told me, that, 
at the -admiffion of a Mandarine of 
war, he muft fliow his warlike Ikill and 
dexterity before the other Mandarines, by 
trial. Bodily ftrength, in the exercife of 
the bow, fword, and quartcr-ftafF, ,is an 
abfoliitely nccclfary qualification, 
muft draw a certain bow, wield a heavy 
fword, lift a weight of feven or ei^ht 
hundred catties^ * and, to crown all, he 
muft fticw his good ftoiJnach, by eating up 
a number of batons of rice, Thefe ac- 
complidimcnts arc of great moment to re- 
commend him to favour. 

The pay of a common foldier is ten tach^ 
of filver and a cattie of rice 

and an ounce of fait per Sem, which arc 
delivered monthly from the EmperorT 
granaries to the paymaftcr. This is but 
poor pay, yet, in fich a cheap country, they 
make fliift to live t)pon it ; as they are al- 
lowed to work at Their Several employs 


A catti. is 20 oun'-ps En^'ifh 
^ A tael IS 6 s. ^ d. SreiL 

wh^r 
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when off duty, on condition that they fhall 
be ready on a call. There is a feparate 
fund allotted for the maintenance of the 
horfes. 

When I attended thefe military exer* 
cifes, I have been frequently accolled by 
the foldiers, offering me their horfes, bows 
and arrows, in order to try my ikill. But, 
as I had heard before, that fome gentlemen 
of fny acquaintance who had accepted their 
offer, were no fooner mounted, and mo^ 
ved a little way, than they were furround- 
cdl)y the foldiciy, and money deihanded 
from tliem, whicli.thcy ^cre obliged to 
give, I clvilly^dcclined their offer. 

When an accidental fire happens to any 
of their buildings, they manage it moft 
wretchedly. * Iiidead of .working hard, 
they fall a praying to their* houfehold 
deities to interpofe in extinguifhing it j 
and, when they find that their fupplica- 
tions have had no effeef.) and that the fire 
is fpreadlng, w’hich indeed it muff cer- 
tainly do, from the vaff" quantities of wood 
they are alv\ays obliged to keep in their 
houfes for fuel j then they will fall a re- 
proaching their deijies for' negligence, and 
i T 2' v/iU 
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will treat them with great contempt. Nb 
lefs than three fires happened during my 
ftay at Canton, which did much mifehief. 
And had it not been for the afiiftance gi- 
ven by tlie Europeans, with a fire engine 
wliich Capt. Lafcellcs of the Yoik gave 
them, the fuburbs had almoll been re- 
duced to adics. One of thefe fires happen- 
ed among tlie fampans or large boats on 
the river, v/hilc i was palling in a fifiall 
boat fiom Wainpo to Canton. Near 
thirty large i'ampans were burnt down to 
the fuffacc of the water, it was indeed a 
UiOll dreadful and lliockiin.!: light. An^l 
happening in t!\e ndddlc of the night, aiul 
the boats lying clufe together, it ‘ mane 
terrible havoek, before the conllagratiou 
fubiided. 

I'he river ''la at Canton is fomewha: 
bioT'lcr than the ’Thames at London; but 
the ciowds of fmall veflels that ply the ia 
aic valUy more muncious. For the fpau' 
of four or live J-Miles opnolite the city oi 
Caittcn, you have an fxteiifivc wooden 
town of large vefiels and boals, ftowed io 
doleiy, that there is fcareely loom fora 
laige boat to pafs. They arc generally 

dra^^y 
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Idiawn up in ranks, with a narrow paflage 
left for vefTcls to pafs and rcpafs. Sonic 
of them arc large vclicls, of eight or nine 
hundred tons burden, called jonks, wiili 
which they peribrm their foieign voyages. 
Heie arc alfo an incredible iiiimber of 
fmall boats, in wliich poor iainilics live all 
thejr life-long, begetting and bi-inging 
lip childien, without e\er putting a l^ot 
oji Ihoee. In thefc they kcej) dogs, cats, 
hogs, geefe, and other domedic animals, 
both for jubfiifance and (ale. TIktc is 
nothing limilnr to this in huiope^ (or the 
people in this connti\ fiic fo exceed- 
ingly numerous, ihat^aiil miinl)eis of 
families ar^ obdiged to bLl.ike tliem- 
felves to boats on the river lor want 
of room or tlic means of liibiliianee, 
on the laiKl, where almolf eveiy habi- 
table *lj)Ot is occupied. I'hjie boats are 
very conveniently built, with arched coveis 
and tilts •made ot jolid wood, or bamboo 
and cajan leaves, fo high, tliat llie peo- 
ple can walk upright i^'nder them. Hiey 
manage them very nimbly, liaving a fcni- 
ling-oar lit the Ifcrn, with which tiny 
make tlum go furprifingly faft ^ and 1 
T 3 • iiavc 
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have often been amazed to fee with what* 
eafe and fafety they pafled one another. 

The large fampans, for inland carriage, 
are generally fleered with fculls; for, 
were they to ufe oars, there would not be 
room on the river for half their number. 
They all have long bamboo poles, for pufh- 
ing up along the fliore. Thefe boats«are 
employed in carrying goods and pafTengers 
up and down the river and canals. 

The fmaller boats are employed in fifh- 
ing with nets. Their fifli they fell or 
barter for cloaths, fle(h, rice, and oth*er 
neceifaries. Tney are i?lways at home, as 
they carry their houfes along with them. 
They are miferably poor; their children 
are very numerous, and go quite naked in 
fummer. They are very much tanned, con- 
tinually crawling about the little boat, and 
have all of them cakibalhj}:)elh tied on their 
backs, to ferve as buoys to preferve them 
from drowning when they chance to fall 
over*board, which, frequently happens. 
When I was in onq of thefe boats, I could 
not at firfl conceive wfiere they had 
beds for fuch large families, hut I after- 
wards underflood that they are fixed below 
the deck on which they, pommonly tread, 

which 
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' jwhich is made of hoards that can be taken 
up as occafion requires, and wlicn let down, 
are jointed clofcly together. In the hin- 
der-part of the boat, a Hove is fixed for 
drefling the family's viftuals ; and ano- 
ther apaitment for keeping tliek live ani- 
mals, which they breed in great numbers ; 
and when they have no more room, they 
liang them in bafkets, vvliich they make 
faft* to tlic outfide of the boat. 

Thefe boats come crowding about the 
European Ihips at Wampo, cfpccially at 
dinner-time, begging viduals from tlie 
|)eoplc aboard. In return^ for wfiich they 
orter to wafli thelV Iini^,w and to do other 
menial fei vices, which they are often en- 
trufied with. 'Fhey commonly flock about 
the head of the veifels, lefl: the cuftom- 
houfe olfic(^'s in the llappo boats^ who lie 
th® flern or fide, fho-'Kl liiiuler them. 
They always make a great noife, gaping 
for viclyals, and pointing to tlieir rnoulh^i 
to exprefs their hunger, hold up their 
hands, or a little balk(!t fixed to a bamboo- 
pole, with which they reach up to thofe 
who incline ib give them victuals, or any 
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Some of the/e boats have fmart youn^-t 
girls aboard, which induces the faiJors lo 
employ and favour them; but the mcic 
confiderate of us employ the old diftreired 
people that have large families of children, 
who, as they arc the greareft objecis of 
charity, ferve our people better in vvafli' 
ing, mending cloaths, and the like, and 
with greater thankfulnefs, to thofe who 
takecompaflionon them, tlran the edaers,, 

It is among thefe mifcrable wretches, 
that the European Tailors, taking advan- 
tage of tlKar neceffity, will bargain with 'a 
father and mother for an embrace of their 
daughter. I’his '"i/uft te done however 
very privately, left they fliouM be difeo- 
vered by the petty Mandarines, who are 
apj)ointed to vifit often, and keep order 
and difciplinc in their floating world. 
Tlicle Maiuky’ijfrCs arc continually going 
up and down the river, fcarching fuch 
boats as they have any reafbn to fiifpedf ; 
and, in cafe an European is caught in 
them, with young women, he, together 
with the ])eople of the jboat, muft undergo 
the chaftifement of the bamhoo,^ or bribe 
' the Mandarine with a dollar or fwo to let 
them pafs. There are fome of thefe boats, 

; ‘ ' called 
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called Lob Lob boats, well ftocked with a 
juinibcr of beautiful young women, of 
different ages, to whom every body, Chi- 
nele or European, may have accefs at any 
time. Though thefe boats are under the 
jurifdiuion of the Mandarines, and equally 
liable to puni/hment with the others ; yet 
there is fo good an underlhmding between 
the ALjiKlannes and the propiietors of 
tWiniioats, that they deal pretty exten- 
fivcly, and with great lafety 3 only when 
they dilcover an European who lias a large 
funi of money about him, they lay their 
heads together tciinake iht moff of liim. It 
is even laid, that the^^Jandarines them- 
felves aic no ffrangers to thefe boats, par- 
ticularly when there is any frefli goods 
imported. The pimps are numerous. If 
an Euro})e*an wants to fee a lady of plea- 
furc,’ it is only fpeaking to* thefe fellows, 
who will immediately condud you in 
a fmalhfampan, to a plac g where your 
wiflies may be gratified. Thefe enter- 
prifes, however, arc not always executed 
without danger. 

I woi^d advife evciy one that goes to 
China, by all means to bewaie of thefe wo- 
men, not onlj^on acet^unt of the incoii- 

veniencics 



282 An Account of Canton. 

veniencies before mentioned, but to avoid 
what is infinitely worfe, the danger of in- 
feftious difeafes, which are very common 
amongft them. They are alfo fubject to 
the feveral ftages of the venereal diftem- 
per ; which, either from the frequency of 
their proftitution, the groffncfs of their 
food, their ignorance of medicine, or^a 
combination with other difeafes, ufually 
arrives at the moft exafperated drgix.esji, 
and puts a period to their unhappy lives. 
I have known feveral inftances, even in the 
foundeft conftitutions, where an infe6fion 
caught from thefa women, has been infi- 
nitely more rapid hr. its progrefs and fatal 
in its effefts, than in Europe. ' As to the 
leprofy, it is not fo certain it can be com- 
municated by mere contact — Yet it is a 
rifque to be avoided. Another tconfidcra-' 
tion ought to deter Europeans from ihter- 
courfe with thefe proftitutes, which is, 
that a pronenefsto venery is a concomitant 
fymptom of this loathfome diftemper. 

About a mile below Canton, by the fide of 
the river, there ftands a.largetree, which wc 
called the leprofy- tm\ the bougly: w'hereof 
fpread very wide. According to^tradition, 
and the received opinion there, this tree 

conveys 
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conveys a healing virtue to thofe troubled 
with the leprofy, if they fit feme months 
under its boughs. Accordingly numbers 
of people flock thither from all parts; 
fome fit in little huts on tjie ground, 
others in fmall boats faflened to the water- 
edge, fo as to be under the boughs of the 
tree. The ikins of fome of them arc as 
black «s coal, dried and withered like a 
•Mf ili autumn ; fome with fores through 
which you may fee tiieir bones ; fome with- 
out their nofes, othei s without their eyes, 
cheeks, toes and fingers ; fome having their 
faces quite cat ..away, ^others their heads, 
legs and q,rms, prodigioufly fwelled; and 
fo'mc quite emaciated, liaving their bones 
quite covered with putrid ulcers. In fliort 
it was the moft frightful and melancholy 
fight I ha*d ever feen in my life. 

There is no crime more ignominious, 
than for a Chinelc woman to be inftru- 
mental in bringing in a new breed among 
them. When they become pregnant there- 
fore, to an European lover, they imbrue 
their hands in the ninocent’s blood, to pre- 
vent dil^overy. As I was ftanding one day 
on the flairs of our faftory, I oblerved 
three new-btmp cliild’rcn floating by me, 

which 
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which having been the illegithmte off. 
fpring of thels amours, I fuppofed they 
had thrown over-board. 

All tlic way from the city of Canton, 
where the* linglini faftorics are fituatc, 
to Wampo vv/ierc the Ihips lie, which 
Is about twelve or fourteen miles, is^a 
mod agreeable paffage by water. The 
eye is entertained with pleafant grecw.QuJ, 
fruitful fields on each fide the river 
interfperfed with villages and lofty Pagodas, 
or fieeplej5, and numbeiiefs boats of all 
fizes paffing and^'repafiing. One of thefc 
Pagodas is fituatecr clofc to the fide of the 
river, and called by the Englidi the Half- 
way houfc. Our fcamen uilially take a 
dram as foon as they can fee through the 
vvindo'vvs of this Pagoda. 

Good government is not more neccflary 
in any part of the world, than it is^ in this 
river ; for which purpole many fmall men 
of war are ftaiioncd at proper di fiances, 
upon the river. They.arc built very long, 
andean ufe a great number of^oars on 
each fide. In every veflel a Mandarine 
prclidcs, having under his command a 
8< " number 
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number of folrlicrs and rowers. They 
carry long fmall fwivcls not much larger 
in diameter than our EnglKh mulkets; 
thefe are placed at the gunnel and Item, 
which arc covered with bamboo matt and 
cajan leaves. Near by the * Mandarine's 
apartment, a number of inflruments of 
execution lie ready for life, fuch as I'words, 
pikes, hatcliets, &c. 

•‘"‘•^lefc vclU'ls falutc one another as they 
pafs, by linging of gongs, a fort of bells, 
on which they ftrike with a piece of wood. 
They keep tlie other boats ii^ great awe, 
and judge in, every ^e that happens on 
the river. As I w:ft returnini^ to our fac- 
tory in a Imall boat, a large fampan lun 
us down, and ilove in the fide of our boat, 
by which vve fliippcd a good deal of wa- 
tcy*. l1ie poor people on board, men, 
women and children, immediately raifed a 
hallowing. The large boat made from us 
thinking to efcape with impunity j but 
wc follow'cd as i'di as we could in our 
fhattcred condition till wc came along- 
fide of a JVIandarine’s fampan, who fired, 
and brought us both to, fent an officer 
aboard to examine our damage, and de- 
creed the Jarge fampan who lun us down 

inftantly 
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inftantly to pay three taels to the poor 
people in the boat where I was j and then 
difmiffed us both. 

All European boats, and thofe of China 
that have European paflengers or goods 
aboard, mult have a permit or pafs from 
the HappOy which muft be renewed at 
every llnppo or cnftom-houfc in their 
paffagc. If this pafs is neglefted, the Eu*- 
ropeans expofe thcmrelves to the 
and thrcatcnings of the haughty Manda- 
rines, who imagine all foreigners, of what 
rank focvei;, to be greatly their inferiors. 
One initance of their haughty fpirit which 
occafioned much coiliv.fion, and a ftoppage 
of all trade with the Englilh faftory for 
a little time, I was an eye witnefs of. 
Capt. C — e of the Oiillow dievv his fword, 
and threatened to challifc a peuy euftom- 
houfe-officer, who endeavoured by force 
to fearch his ferutore as he was palling in 
a boat from Canton to Wampo, a* piece 
of trouble our Captaii,is and fupercargoes 
are ufually exempted from. This petty 
officer was highly affronted, and I dare 
fay heartily frightened too, at the Cap- 
tain’s ufage, who was not altog/ther fo 
blamelefs as might be.wiflied, Tlie officer 
2 ' complained 
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complained loudly to his fuperiors, and no 
doubt leported this affair with fome aggra- 
vations, Whether the Mandarines had fuf- 
pefted that our Chinefe Linguift had given 
encouragement to fiich proceedings, or 
was privy to fome underhand dealing ; or 
whether, from a political view, to make 
the Englifli believe that the offence was 
greater than it really was, I do not know ; 
•tet-vhe poor Linguift was brought to the 
faftory loaded with irons, guarded by a 
parcel of rough I'aitar foldicrs well armed, 
and attended by two Mandijrincs, who 
feemed to be iij a violait paffion. They 
were received by Capt. H — nc and Mr. 

p the chief fupercargocs of the four 

fthps belonging to the faclory, with all 
the politenefs and refpeft due to their 
laijk. The Linguift, who could Ipeak 
pretty good Englilh, rcpiofented his own 
perfonal fufferings very warmly, and figni- 
fied the demands of the Tfongtou or Vice- 
Roy, by way of farisfa6lion for the itifult 
Capt. C e had given to the officer do- 

ing his duty. In the mean time all trade 
was ftov)t. It was generally believed, how- 
ever, to\)e a contrivance among fome petty 
Mandarines^ and Chinefe merchants, to 

levy 
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levy two or three hundred dollars upon 
the llipercargocs, as it is probable the 
Jfongtou knew nothing of the matter j but 
they imagined, that making ule of liis 
name, putting a flop to trade, and our 
feeing the Apparent dillrcfs of tb.e Llnguift, 
and Ibldiers crowding about our factory, 
would infallibly friglitcn our people i])to 
a compliance wltli their meafurcs. Capt. 

C e w'as then in his apurtment4tt.4ke 

fabfory, who, obferving the Mandarines 
come with the Linguilt in irons, attended 
by armed, foldiers, was j:ot a little lur- 
prilctl, and ai a lofs to conceive their de- 
fign. And it woiilddeem that he was ap- 
prehenlive of perfonal dangcj', as lie lu'pt 
clofely in his room, with his I’word drawn, 
and a jiair of loaded pillols lying ready 
before liim on his table. The Ibpcr- 
cargocs, lioweii'er, infifted on waiting on 
the 'Ifougiou to lettle the matter before him, 
which the Maudarincs artfully evaded a 
long lime. At laft .they confented, and 
even agiecd on the prccife time of getting 
an audience of the fjengtou. But as tlie 
fupei'cargoes were going into the city for 
that purpole, attended by Mr. Flint the 
company’s agent, they were met by fevcral 

Chinefe 
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Chinefe merchants f who told them, that 
they had already accommodated tlic afFair 
v/Ith the Tfojigtcu , — hut on wha): condi- 
tions I could never learn. 

• 

The Mandarine plcafurc-hoats on llie 
river are very grand, and difiinguiilied 
freJm all others by their yellow colours, 
and theh* being painted all over with the 
fTgurcs'of diagons, lyons, tygers, &c. 
They make fometimes giand proceHions 
cyi the vvatei*, paiticularly when the ffofiii;- 
goes (knvn the liver to lacrTfice. He 
is then attended l^v his g.fards, a band of 
miilick, and all the Mandarines in their 
robes (T iiate. hach boat is flillingui/hcd 
from anotheiy by colours Hying, marked 
with their ^eveial dignities. On tlicie oc- 
caiions it is amazing to fee tlic clear ])a/iaj;e 
that the fwarms oi boats on the livcr 
make for tk.s pioccflion. if the parade 
happens lu the night, or after it is dark, 
they have not only a gieat number of 
magnificent lanthorns hung uj) in all parts 
within thefc •boats, but long ftrings of 

* Fouref ^ic Merchants names arc TuckJJ'anJy 
jfua, Siumquuy * 

1 / Imi^s 
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lamps floating on the furface of the water 
on each fide of the river, which make a 
mofl: fplendid Ihew. 

Every hpufe, fliip, fampan, and even fi(h- 
ing-boat, has a domeftic god to guard them; 
to him they pay adoration morning and 
evening. Before each deity a fmall fcjuare 
table is placed, covered over with wood- 
arties, into which fmall furrows ar^ drawn. 
Thefe furrows arc filled with powder of 
futeboky or radix dulcisy mixed with the 
powder uf fandal, myrih, and olibanum. 
Wlicii the convpofition is fired, it gives a 
moderate but plcaiant fmokc and fmell for 
twenty four hours togcthci’, Vvithouf re- 
newing it. 

Great mimbcis of canals are cut from 
the river Birough the fields for wateimg 
the rice-ground, and for the conveniency 
of fmall boats palling into the interior 
parts of the country. There are like wife 
m thefe canals large flat-bottomed boats, 
for breeding ducks for falc, and for weeding 
the rice fields. In the flat-bottomed boats, 
there arc three or four apartments above 
each other ; on the upper/uoil; the ducks 
hatch their eggs ; iii the lower they fit 
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with their brood. The he-duck or drake, 
at the call of a fort of whiffle, drives the 
young ones into the water, and goes before 
them to Ihew the way. A piece of board 
is faflened to the fide, to let them have 
accefs into the boat; wdiich ferves as a 
bridge for the young ducklings to go out 
and come in by. The old ducks aj-c fo 
well trained, that, on the mafter of the 
boat winding his whifllc, the whole flock 
will follow him into the ricc-groiiiKls he 
is^ employed to weed, and eat up frogs 
and fuch infcfls as would liinder tltcgrowtJi 
of the grain. About no^'A he winds his 
whifllc agaiy, on which they all repair on 
boai'd their own veflel in good order. The 
old ducks divide into two paitics; one 
guards the ^ fide, left any ftrangcr duck 
fhouM enter with their own tribe; the 
other guards the rear, to fee *t]iat none is 
left behind; and, when all are embarked, 
the old guardians enter, and lake their 
proper polls. I was rCally furprifed to fee 
their order and a;cononiy. 

As we came up the river with our large 
fliips wc v>^re entertained with a view of 
the magnifieeri^ apd fplAidid tombs of the 
Chinefe grandees. *At Wampo, where the 
U % Europcair 
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European fliips generally anchor, there are 
o;reat numbers of them. Near to this 
place is a iinall fpot called Frencb-ljJami, 
Wiicrc all the Eiuuj'eans bury their dead; 
and adjacent to that, another called Porc- 
du'-ijl(ind^ tioiTi the Europeans being in 
life to dry their powder, &c. upon it. This 
laft is very fmall, and uninhabited. ' But 
the fv)rmer is full of hqufes aifd inhabi- 
tants, who arc very undiicijdined anJ 
tliievilli. Here the Europeans often refoit 
for their recreation ; and arc frequent!} 
infultevi, and even robbed by thefc mii- 
creants. Caj/^. C — who ufed to go^ 

thitlier every morning to ^take a walk 
by liirnfelf, had one day the misfortune to 
meet with a parcel of thefe unhofpitabic 
fellows, w)io beat him moft, unmereifullv, 
robbed him of Ins fword, cane, watch, &c. 
and were going to cut oft' his finger foi 
the fake of a gold ring that could not eafily 
be drawn oft', w’hich the Captain, for tlu 
fake of liis finger, w as glad to help them to. 
After they had beat and ftiippcd him, 
they permitted him to go to the vvatei- 
lide, where his boat waited to receive him 
'rhe Captain made a heavyTomplalnt te 
the Mandarine, and (Mlnandcd redref. 

Hi 
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He promifed to do his utmofl: to detecl 
the villains; but without lliccefs. The 
Captain, naturally of a warm and 
paiiionate temper, was now almoft mad 
with revenge. He fixed fcvcral fmall.fwi- 
vels on his long-boat, carried all his men 
aOiore to the illand well drmccl, drew them 
lip ^ in rank and file, exercifod them, 
an(l at ^their head marched round the 
Illand, hut vvirfiout meeting any of the 
Chinefe robbers. Had our little BritiOi 
army met with the thieves, they would 
ciOubtlels foon liave fallen victim^ to 
the Captain’s rcfentaient,; hut he was 
obligjd only to gLie m Pran:h-t'nO}i^ and 
return hoide, without doing any execu- 
tion. And incited it was lutky that this 
aifair went no further ; lor, had a battle 
enfued, in*all jirobabiJity tlie Mandarines 
at Canton would not liave, been fatisfied 
with lefs than iJic Captain s life. 

A little below th\^ town of Wampo, 
which is about twelve or fouiteea miles 
below Canton, the;'c is a large held of 
rice, interiperfed with riling grounds, 
which is rrenerally overHowed at high wa-* 
ter ; \vhe1\4he European fliips commonly 
' y 3 bargain 
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baigain with a compr adore or futler, to fur- 
niili them with viftiials and other necefla- 
ries during their flay. Thefe people build 
a houlc for each fliip, on one of thefe 
pieces of rifing ground clofe by the water- 
edge. They arc called by us bankfalh. In 
thefe wc depofite (he rigging and yards of 
the vell'el, chelfs, water-calks, and ev^ry 
thing that incommodes us aboard. Jn 
thefe alfo we kill frelh provlfions, and pei;- 
form every other bufmefs that cannot be 
done fo conveniently aboard. Each bank- 
fall is gun^rded by a number of the fhip^s 
company, well-armed, day and night, who 
are under the comm>ind of a mate or mid- 
Iliipman, called the captain of the bank- 
fall. This officer ought to be very alert, 
in placing the ccntincls, in taking particu- 
lar care to j)revent them from lleeping, 
and that no port is left vacant ; for other- 
wife the bankfall may be robbed by a wild 
and thievifh people, who are always lurk- 
ing about them in boats, or in the paddy or 
rice-ground, watching an opportunity. 
Thefe often make bold and impudent at- 
tempts to plunder them. I knew an in- 
' fiance of their getting into the^back-door 
of the bankfall, by craulin^. on all-fours 

among 
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among a parcel of hogs, which go about 
the fwamps or paddy ground, and carrying 
away brafs kettles, pieces of meat, and any 
trifles they could get at. Nay, they will 
even fteal before your face, when they fee 
a probability of getting away before you 
can lay hold of them. During our flay, 
they were once bold enough to take the 
mulket out of a centiners hand, when he 
\vas a little drowfy, and to prefent it at him, 
which foon made him retire, and gave 
them an opportunity of ftcaling. 

• Our people at firft believed, that we 
might fire upon any Chipefe wtio appear- 
ed about our bahkfaIJs after ten at night. 
Bii.t an atcident foon happened, which 
convinced us we were miflaken. One 
evening a centinel at a Danifli bankfall 
fli'Qcl at one of thefc thieves as he was ap- 
proaching, and fliot him dead. His ac- 
complices immediately fled to their boats, 
or the. rice-ground i and the dead body 
lay for fevcial days before the bankfall, 
without the leaft notice being taken of it. 
At laft the mandarine of that diftrict, who 
had made a report of tne affair to the 
ordered a coliln to be made foi* 
the deadVody, into vyhich it was put, and 
' • U 4 ordered 
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ordered it to lie before the Danilh bankfail 
fcveral days more. This affair created a 
great mifunderftanding between the Danes 
and the Mandarines who exprefsly de- 
manded the delinquent to be delivered upj 
which the .Danes were forced to comply 
with. I left Canton before the affair was 
concluded i but am fince informed that 
the Mandarines reftored him to the Danes 
the year following. 

The Chinefe arc fo cautious to preferve 
the lives of the fubjeefs, that they do not 
execute tife moll enoimous ciiminal, till 
the lentcnce isS^atified by the Dm])cror 
liimldf; wliich occalions gicai d^lay in 
tlie execution of the law. Jn Nan- 
kin and Pekin, the prilons are aluays 
crowded; and the lives of the piironcrs 
arc rcndeTcd I’o mifcrable, by the extreme 
want and torture they niuft fulfer l)efoie 
their lentcnce an i\es fiom couit, that mofl 
of them willt for dealli before it comes. 
I Iiavc bivn told that 30,000 are fometimes 
executed in a month, at the dealing or 
their prifons, which is done Once in ihice 

.years; and about half that number re- 

/ 
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The deteftable crimes of fodomy and 
beftiality prevail at Canton and all the 
fouthern provinces of Chinn, whcie, fomc 
fey, it is either tolerated by law, or con- 
nived at by ciiftom. I have known fevcral 
merchants and people of falhion keep 
little boys about them, with whom, my 
Chinefe friends told me, tliey committed 
that execrable crime. Thefc boys are 
chilled PiinchcuH^ and the Chinefe who 
keep them arc fonder of them than of 
women. I'heir women too, who are by 
tljis means deprived of their^ hufband's 
embraces, betake thcmfelvcs alfo to unna- 
tural praciices. 

The Chinefe excel the Europeans in no- 
thing more than in the art of cheating. 
Wl^en they liave any point to manage in 
which tlicir intereft is concerjicd, no people 
know better how to infinuate themfclvcs in- 
to the good opinion of thofc they mean to 
take an advantage ofe or to improve an op- 
portunity of doing it to the utmofl:. Nor 
will they decline the moft hazardous un- 
dertaking when they have gain in their 
view. They are indeed very cunning* 
^ malicious 



^8 An Account of Canton.’ 

malicious and deceitful ; all their revenge . 
is managed fecretly ; and they can not only 
diflemble their malice, but feem patient 
even to infenfibility, till they have a fa- 
vourable opportunity to ftrike home. They 
apply thcrrri'elves afliduoufly to difeover the 
inclinations, humours, and tempers of 
thefe they deal with, and will keep up a 
fair appearance of friendfhip to tlieir 
greateft enemies. 

Though there are not wanting inftanccs 
among them of fair dealers, of open gene^ 
rous ufage to grangers, and of fidelity 
not to be corruptcej ^ yet the generality 
of them will make no fcriiple df impofing 
upon you, and are fo far from being allia- 
med of it when detefled, that they often 
laugh at thofe they have bubbled. Indred 
an European^ always runs a great rifque 
of being cheated if he trufts to his own 
judgment j and if he employs a Chinefe 
broker, as is often done, the broker and 
merchant will fometimes combine to de- 
ceive him. I myfelf once bought a piece 
of ftuff for waifleoats and brekhes 5 with- 
'out looking over the whole of^ it, ima- 
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. gining it was all alike ; and fent it to my 
taylor; but was much furprifed on his 
bringing them home, to find my waiftcoats 
of different colours, and different fubftan- 
ces. A gentleman of my acquaintance 
went into a goldfmith’s fliop*, with an 
intention to buy a gold head for his cane; 
thf goldfmith had none of the pattern he 
wanted, in that metal, though he had one 
of them in filver, but defired him to call 
in a day or two, and he Ihould have one. 
He called, received the head, paid for it, 
?^d had it put on his cane. The gentle- 
man, however, fince my^arrlval in Eng- 
land, informed me that his ruj)porcd gold 
head proves to be a filver one, and in all 
likelihood the fame he was fhown in the 
fliop, by which he had defired that the 
gotd one nnight be made. When I have 
been in the mcrchant-flioj^s, I have fre- 
quently lia{l my handkerchiefs, fans, and 
flaffs, 4tolcn from me; and when I pre- 
fumed to demand them again, they would 
fall a laughing at me, witlioiit giving me 
any kind of fatisfaftion. To ufe vio- 
lence, I perceived, was in vain, and 
would be only making a bad affair worfi*. 

• I 
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^ knew a poor failor, who pulled out hij 
purfeto count a few dollars which he had 
got that morning from the piirfer at 40 per 
cent, in order to provide a little tea, &c. 
for his homeward paliage. A Chinefe ob- 
ferving him, fnatches the puife out of liis 
hand, runs of, and the failor alter him. 
And though fcvcral Chinefe fiw the rev)- 
hciy, yet not one of them ojicrefhto ffop 
the thief, but, on tlic contniy, * tell a 
laughing at the Englinimai'.’j ’hupli'hiy in 
pretending to recover it. At Luc the Cui- 
nele nuin, vginding he vas near overtal.cig 
dropped tiic])urii; on wlfich the poor l.u* 
Hopped to t;iLc it up; but, to^ liis great 
grief and moi tilication, he found only one 
dollar left. Thus the poor failor was 
robbed of I'ils money. Had he overtaken 
the thi>J', it is more tlian probable tl\c ly.ob 
would have rtfeued the villain, and fe^it 
home the poor failor half dead vviili blows 
to the faclory ; fo’* the mob arc o\ten ib 
infolent, that they behave to llrangcrs, as 
if there were neither law nor government 
in the country ; excepting vvjien a Man- 
darine palies by, and then they are all 
hufli, and Hand afide with their /y^s fixed 
on the gi'oumi. 
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There is no body to complain to on thefe 
occafions, but the Englilh Linguift, who 
always pretends that he cannot find out 
the aggrcliOi ; or, if he is found, that he 
denies the charge. By ficli trifling rca- 
fons, he evades the trouble he ouglit to 
take, and would make one believe that he 
i? cither bribed, or receives a ihare in the 
booty/ 

AtWampo, where the fliips lie, num- 
bers of petty merchants in their boats come 
about them ildiing victuals. Some of thefe 
'l^fcllow s c.ime along-iidc oiirvttilel one day, 
^ bought ieveral, tilings J4’ the men, and, 
among flic reft, a 'jiair of breeches, for 
wliieli they gave him three dollars. The 
boat was no fooncr gone, than the money 
was fufneclcd. As all money goes by 
vi'eight there, the dollars were cut down, 
’and difeovered to be mad^ of bafe metal 
called and to have only a thin 

plate*of filvcr over them, wliercon the arms 
and motto were as exadiy done as on a 
good dollar. The fame fellows came to 
our fliip*next morning, when they were 
laid hold of, and tied ro the great guns, 
till tlugMandarine fliould be infoimed of 

the 
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the matter. When they found themfelves ■ 
fecured, they immediately offered to change 
the dollars, being prodigioufly frightened 
at the profped of the punifliment they fo 
juftly dcferyed. Next day, the Mandarine, 
who vifits all the Ihips in the morning, 
came on board. Our chief mate laid the 
affair before him, and told him that as 
fuch a crime would be punilhed with 
death in Europe, he therefore hoped that' 
he would not entirely overlook it. The 
Mandarine immediately fciitenccd them to 
bebambooGv ^ of his lervants. I’hCj 
manner of the pivihhment.is this. l1ic a I- 
minals were laid flat on their face ; one 
man flu on their necks, another on their 
legs, to prevent them from moving; and 
two executioners, one on cacii hde a cii- 
minal, lays heartily on their bullocks wk’h 
large pieces of* wood, by turns, as faff as 
poflible. As the delinquents had only thin 
tiowlcrs upon their breech, they^ muff 
have felt the blows feverely. They cried 
defperately, but could not ftir, being held 
fait by the two men that were, placed on 
their necks and limbs. The Mandarine 
riood over them, and, thinking that one 

of 
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•of the executioners did not do his duty 
fufficiently, or to fhew his willingnefs to 
give fatisfaftion as far as the laws of his 
country would permit him, he defired us to 
give him a large rattan; upon which 
he tucked up his long .fleeves, held back 
his gown with his left hand, and laid on 
without mercy, till he made the blood 
ooze from their buttocks. As the Man- 
darine was a tall lufty man, I dare fay his 
ftrokcs were very heavy. When he was 
almoll out of breath, he defifted, and the 
^iminals immediately turning on their 
yknees, and, cryijig and frembling, bowed 
their heaejs feveral times to the ground, 
anti thanked him for his kind correefion. 
lie then ordered them to be carried to 
Wampo, and, in the moft public place of 
tlfc town, ’to be chained, together with fe- 
vcral other malefaftors, vnth a wooden 
collar about their necks, and .1 paper palled 
upon it cxprcffing their crimes. Thefc 
collars arc about three feet lipiarc, made 
of two boards, having a femicircular va- 
cancy on each fide, which, when joined, 
exadtly fit the neck. They may fit, but 
cannot Ijc down with them. I have feen 
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a fcore of them fitting at once oppofite oui* 
faftory. 


Every perfon in dealing with the Chi^ 
nele, fliould thoroughly infped: their goods, 
and fhould be particularly careful of their 
weights and mcafures. You mull careful- 
ly obferve that the beam be not longenon 
one fide than the other. Some of them 
have holes or notches at each end of the 
beam, by which they can, by hanging the 
fcales in the one or the other, diminilh or 
increaie the weight confidcrably : in otiub 
the beams maydie ))ulIed.out or contrafteV 
on one fide : but that which -is lead dif- 
ccrnible, and mod apt to deceive you, is, 
when the nut or centre of the beam is made 
to hide, which they can do by a flight of 
hand not ealily obleived. It is, indeed, 
fo difficult t(v know all ihcii tricks, that 
you cannot be thorougidy fafe, iinlefs 
you weigh every thing after them in En- 
glifli fcales. Thofc, 'allb, who have con- 
fided in their package have been no lelb 
deceived, than tliofe vvho hatve trufted to 
their weights. They have found chefis, 
boxes, tubs, and canilters fo exadly imi- 
tated 
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tated and marked, with damaged goods, 
or things of little value, and put in the 
place of frelh goods, that our people 
made no doubt that all was right, till 
they found out the deception ijpon their 
unpacking them in England. 

Amov, another town N. E. of Cariton^ 

in tJie jN'ovincc of Fokicn, was formerly 

iiTuch tiled by the Europeans. But the 

extortion of the Mandarins at that ])lace, 

is now grown to inch a height, that our 

i^iii'opean mei chants reap littUproiit by 

Ruling thither. .Another T6afon why the 

Euiopean ^lerchanls iVequent Canton, is, 

that! whole lieets may be freighted there in 

a ilioit time, without running the hazard 

of beina' retarded till the Monlbons fet in, 
o’ • . 

vbyVhich their voyage rnigiu be ])rotracl;c(l 
tilJ another ieafen. Many of tlic great rncr-* 
chrints at Amoy come to Canton to deal 
with the Europeans. 

It is abfolutely neCdlary for every Blip 
bound to Canton, to lettle pieliminaries 
with the Hafpoes, dr commilhoners of the 
culloms, before they go far up the river,, 
or at IcaB,. before they begin to unload any 
goods, otlieiwife they will be moft into- 
» X Icrably 
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lerably Impofed upon. And it is of dan- 
gerous confequence to let the Chinefe 
know the full value of the Ihip’s car- 
go j at leall, it is necelTary to conceal pait 
of the bullion, &c. 

Mr. James Flii\t, an Englifliman, who 
has refulcJ at Canton lince he was a boy, 
and who afls as the company’s agent there, 
for which he has 90 allowed him 
from every Ihip, Ipeaks the Chin’efe lair^ 
guage, is acquainted with all their cuf- 
toms, and, when no Englifli fliips arc at 
that port, die drelles in the Chinelc mai|- 
ner, and waw'Ht long lock of hair like a 
native, lie is yet no very old, man, and" 
I believe is now moic of a Chinefe than an 
Englilhman. His chief employment is to 
be fublervient to the hipercargoes, in in- 
terpreting, &c\ But it is obferved, that he 
is under luclrawc of the Chinefe Manda- 
rines, or fo much a Chinefe himfclf, that 
he cannot aflumc lliat native bolunefs or 
bravery peculiar to a-Briton, in defending 
the rights, or demanding juftice for his 
countrymen. When we were there, he 

■» He vva=; in England in 174^, when tl\e above fa’a- 
ry was kulcd on him. 

drefled 
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Mreflecl after the Errglifh fafliion/and re- 
lided in an Englifli fadory, attended by a 
Chlnefe fervant. 

As foon as the European flhps come to 
an anchor at Wampo, a{coupI§ of Happo 
or cuftomhoufe boats, a/e placed on each 
fide of them, to fee that nothing is fmug- 
gled out of or into the fliip. They fearch 
every cheft, Gfr. that they fufped, and 
fometim'es even our pockets don’t cfcapc 
them. Yet I have feen many fmall things 
carried aboard without their notice ^ fucli 

gongs bows, arrows, and oilier things 
jmat arc ftrifliy iprohibitc.i^o he export- 
ed ; and fevnetimes th<J Chinefe themfeivcs 
affift our people in bringing them on 
board. 

We have^ already obferved, that all boats, 
whether our own or thofc of the Chineic, 
tinit go from our fliips or B^nklalls with 
European goods or palfcngcrs aboard, 
bound Tor the faftory, mult have a chop 
or permit from a buftonihoufe officer; 
which muff: be renewed at every cuftom- 
houfe in the:*r way.' There are three Hap- 
po or cuftom-lioufes between Wampo and, 

* A curioi’s whiliic, » 

. X 2- 


Canton, 
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Canton, fituated by the river fide, diftiiv 
guilhed by having the emperor’s yellow 
colours hoiftcd upon a long pole before 
the door. The boat muft call at each of 
thefe Happo iio(dcs, to renew the chop) 
the fliip’s pinnact^, however, or other boat, 
having a captain or liipercai’go aboard, 
is allowed to pals without being obliged 
to flop at any of th'efe Happo houfes. • 
After the lupercargoes liave agreed with 
the Happo with rcgaid to the duty, and 
with the merchants about the prices ot 
goods abcard, and what kinds of Chin|fe 
goods are waVlVed to loa^d with ^ then tlV.^ 
cuftomhoufe rctiniie come al'oard, mca- 
fure the Ihip, and weigh and take an ac- 
count of all the goods, which are imme- 
diately fent up to the faclory, or to the 
nici chant’s houfe who purchafes them, in 
a large lain[5an. 

To prevent any embezzlement, there are 
two or three of the lliips company, well 
armed, fent along with the goods, and a 
Chinefe cultom-houfe officer on behalf of 
the Happo. After they an ivc, and are un- 
, loaded, the merchant weighs them over 
again j and the fupercargoes after them in 
Hngliih fcales. 
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The Chincfe merchants havingi agreed 
to provide liich goods as arc warAcd, in 
particular quantities, at a fixed price, and 
to have all ready againft a certain time ; 
tlic fiipercargoes attend, view and talk 
the goods, and order c'\Ty cheft to be 
]:ackcd, tared, weighed and marked ; 
upon which they \are carried fi om the 
Chindc merchant’s \^varchoure to the 
faplory, , 

Thefe warehoufes arc commonly large, 
full of teas Handing in balkets as they arc 
hi^ught from tlic field It is packed in 
cl/efts lined with iheeNl';a(J^'to keep it 
iTom wet or damps, \yhich would entire- 
ly fpoil it. ' I have feen 200 allies or 
porters, all naked to the middle, packing 
and ticading the tea in chells. Two of 
thenn get in* ** to a chcH togetlier, and tread 
It down as it is filled. 1 mal^e no doubt, 
but that ii Ibmc nice Biitilh ladies were 
to fee fome of thefe rcuV/n, with their naf- 
ty feet and kgs, perform this office, they 
would be apt to lofe conceit of their be- 
loved plant. 


* Only the coarfer teas are here meant i fine Hy Ton • 
is never unpacked, 

.X 3 The 
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The Jjorcelaine or china warehoufes are^ 
gcnerali/,vcry fpacious, and contain large 
(luantilics 01* china, of all fizes and figures, 
fit for the iLuropean market. The fuper- 
cargoes at»end packing of this article 
too ; for, if a ftVift eye is not kept upon 
them, they will fometimes put up china 
ciackcd, broken, or of an inferior quali- 
ty. They have even gone fo far as to^fill 
up chefts with ftoncs or hiicks, m place 
of the fineft commodities ^ which has not 
been difeovered till they were opened in 
England. ^ ^ 

If the chc?:^i:re not fent immediate^ 
to the fa' 5 iory, or to the fhips, after thef 
arc packed, it is abfolutely necefiary to 
fend a man or two to watch them in the 
merchant’^ warehoufe, otherwife they may 
be fubjccl to gicat abufe ; and'therc muft 
be a guard ,011 tlicm all the way to the 
fnijis. 

The cuftom-houfe ofiacers muO: alfo be 
bribed with prefents .now and then, other- 
wife tlicy become very troublcfome. It is 
beft to feed them from time to time with 
fmall prefents ; for if you give them one 
' ever fo large, it will foon be forgot, un- 
lefs their memories, ^'fe frequently refrefh- 

ed 
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eJ by another. In 01^1, it req^^iircs a 
gieat deal of patience ai\(l cunning to trade 
with the Chinefe. An ccpiAl temper, 
nnd a fmooth tongue/ arc qualifications 
abfolutely ncceflary fora fupercargos for 
tliey mull be dealt '(viih in the fame craf- 
ty manner that they deal vvithotheis. 

A private tradei\ that buys a quantity 
of goods in cherts, \ibs, or boxes, miirt 
eet*a clctirancc from tl)e merchants, to en- 
able him to get his goods aboard, for 
which he pays a fmall matter extraordina- 
ry. The merchant wj-ites liis name, or 
j)xrtcs a fmall bit of priqtai^ijlffpcr upon 
die chert, fee. by'which the Mandarines, 
who weiglv'all the C' 'm])an)’s goods as they 
arc iliipp’d oft', kniw what merchant to 
debit for the duty ; which they collccl at 
tlu\ir leifure,.- 'idle chefts, boxes, 6cc. lliat 
have the merchants cbo[> or maik are I'd- 
dom opened 3 yet I have fometimes lecn 
even th^'fe iidpecled by the Mandaiincs, 
on fufpicion that they contained goods of 
greater value than they were marked at. 
When a fraud is dcteelcd, I know not 
exactly how ^hey fettle matters, hut it is 
probable the merchant is fined. 

XV 
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A prjvate man^who picks up trifling 
articles •here and there, mull collect them* 
in a chefl:l)*r‘fore tlr-y are lent aboard j and 
life his intc/cR' vvitn the Linguift, or one 
of the cuRomhoule letlnnc, to take a note 
of llicli thmgs as [)ay duty, who will car- 
ry it beioie tlie Ihippo, along witli the key 
ot the cliLdf ; and if tie Hr.ppo put lfr> 
maik upon it, the paiks widioiit 

fmthcr tiouble, ana the key is icturncd. 
All goods, in chefrs, fc'c. niuft have the 
Meppoi chop or mark upon them, othci- 
wi(c tl’cy v/.li he feezed. 

Kvery thin^^ is hd j by weight in Cliina^' 
fldh, fowls, fiuits, lioc, GV. and even li- 
quids. 1o incriafc tf : weight, I liavc 
known them cram their poultry with 
Rones and gravel. For vvhicn.vve left Chi- 
na, we bought a number of geel'c, ducks, 
hens, Go. that weie fo Ruffed and cram- 
med with gravel to increafe their weight, 
that one half of tliem died bcfoie we could 
life them. 

The Chinefc won’t fcruplc exchanging a 
live hog for a dead one, if tjic latter is a 
little larger; for they like them as well 
wlicn they die of a^diilcmper, as when 

killed 
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killed by a butcher, yor this purpofe they 
will fometimes give fach hogs as/vvc pur- 
chafe a dofe to kill tllicm foou after tlicy 
arc brought aboard/; and when wc aic 
obliged to throw incin away, they will 
take them up, apd fell thegi o'/er again 
to their own pec/pic. An inllancc ol' this 
kind liappened i:s. Wc had a cow aboard 
tvhich we had hiVugrd From IJatavia, that 
had (Mlved iii oi:r\-k:.igc ; hut we loon 
found that one of the Clmicfe cuilonn* 
houfc oHicers hral mim'.s to j*lvc 

, them lomcthing that IiiiicJ both (;f tlienn 
When we threw them ovcr-^o.ud, we law 
the fellow whom wc ha('f*iu(j ceud have 
j)oifonc>l them, with his acxonipb.cc;., lake 
them up into ibclr boat. 

One day, a bullock uylng at oui (jauk- 
. fall, w'gvveic at the trcaible to buiy il in 
a ivvamp, and to keep a watch o\cr it two 
' days, by which time wc imagined the car- 
enfe would be leiulcrcd unfit even for a 
kfottentot's ftomaeh; yet wc found our- 
felvcs miftaken, loi it was dug upthetiiiid 
hiirht, and carried clear oif. 

'Iheii* hogs, 'flictp, poultiy, C:V. tinua 
very well aboard our fhips, if they aiepio. 
prcviQufly poiNptd or cram mid. The 

hogs 
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hogs are all black, \Mth thin hair, hollow 
backs, ti^ir bellies reaching to the ground, 
and generally very (fat. Their flefli is 
white and tender. 

I nc' cr law any biiL^-cr in China, hav- 
ing uled noiiii vNdfile thcr^;, unlefs what vve 
brouglit with us Irom ['j’lglaiid, 

0/ Chinese Mi;*(c:HANT)izr.. 
i 

T 'HE gains in a China voyage chidly 
arife tioin ll.c goods impoilcd fjont 
Cdiina, and nof from what arc cariicd thi- 
ther. Wc K-vv the mod jiart ot their 
goods with lilvcf!'‘ Lead is ulmoll the on- 
ly commodity f(»r which our mcreliants 
get more than prime coll. We carry alio 
icarlets, blue, I'dack, green and yellov/ 
broad cloths thitlier. But the igmnants, 
or fmail pieces which we get cheap in 
Englan<l, turn do better account, than* 
whole pieces. Of theie Imall pieces the 
Chinefe make long purfes which hang 
by their hde, tied by lilkcn ftrings to their 
oii-aic. 

The following goods turn alfoao jnetty 
gogd account, if they can be conveyed 
alhoi'C without paying duties, .other- 
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wife the charge and trouble will be equal 
to the profit, viz. j 

Large looking-glafTes,. 

Coral branches, / 

Flint ware for iharjnhiic-cups, 

Ordinary horfe p|uoIs wltli gilt barrels, 
01(1 wearing apparel of Icarlct or 1)1 ue clolh, 
Sword blades alrbut 14 s. per dozen, 
Spectacles fetin vorn, about Ss. bil per 
* do2?en, ^ \ 

Clocks and watches oV fmall piicc, 

Small brafs tweezer cafVs, 

. Any new toy not befoie WDoitcd. 

Goods imported from Cb^ia, aic teas, 
porcelainc, quickfilver, ''^Vei million, and 
other fi>ic colours F china loot, raw and 
wrougin filks, copper in bais, of the lizc 
of flicks of fealing wax, camphire, fiigar- 
.candy, fjins, pictures, lacqueied ware; foy, 
borax, lapis lazuli, galingai, iluibarb, 
coloured floncs, tutanagu^?, i. e. a fort of 
tin ; ^^old, with many tilings made of mo- 
ther of pcail. 

Green tea is drank in India, Perlia, and 
ah the Eallcrn nations. Puhea is little 
cfleemcd *by thcrfi. ^.inglo or green tea is 
to be chofen by its hue fniell, and light 
colour for if a>^y of the leaves appear 
brownilh or, witiitrcd, it is not good. 

Imperial 
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Imperial or Bing tea is (till lighter than 
green tei( of a pleatint fmcll, but not fo 
ftrong as fmgh. If .’t once lofe its crifjn- 
nefs, it is good for litilc ; which it will do, 
tho’ very iVeili and go^>il when bought, if 
great care is mot taken 1,1 packing it. 

Altho’the cxpoitation of gold he prohi- 
bited, the Mandarines lly n: (elves fell it in 
a concealed way, to t\K European ntei- 
chants. Ten tael woght of gold touch 
92, bouglu at touch for loiudi, (the mold 
governing pi ice V amounts to imo^. 
8 (Iwt, 5gr. cp r’ent. Ten tael of filver, at 
5 s. 6 f^iT cv,' .is 30 h 12 s. 8 (1. for which 
you have lacn. 2(kcf. woith about 
4I. can ounce in Idondon, is 48 l.*’8i,. 8(1. 
and makes ii])wards of 58 fu r cent profit. 
l)Ut gold is a commodity that is feldoni 
bought theie by any but lliofc \yho have 
more money to lay out than tJicy have 
cither room or piivilcgc in the fliip, whirli 
fcldom happens. There arc agicat many 
forts of goods on vdiich they may make 
5 or 600 fer cent, if got afliore in Loncion 
without paying duty, and fold to proper 
hands. 

A great deal depends on a perfon’s 
knowledge of what thit^gs aie likely to 
take in England, and at wli.at price they 
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ure commonly fold. If a privcje trader 
would imj)rove fuch a voyage to advan- 
tage, he IhoulJ confiilt with the hard- 
ware, china, or lolj merchants in Lon- 
don, before he go^^s, and Ihould carry with 
him patterns or duiftcrs by wliich things 
may be made (fr painted in China ; for 
the Chinele woi K^icn of all profefiions are 
fo ingenious, that Uiey will imitate any 
' thing'that is Thown\iem to the greateil 
perfection and exachict. 


Price of goods fold at 
co^npany, 


Can to My thc'PngUjh 

8 . 


Lead per pecid of 133 Ib. iVom three tael 
to three tael hx jnatc. 

Scarlet cloth per cattle, of 20 oz, Adver- 
dupors Irorii three tael to Ibur tae/» 
i\\\)S of ditto, fiom lliree^i/.V to thiee tael 
five mace, 

Looking-glalles per Iquarc foot, Loin one 
taelhvc mace to two tciid. 


Prices of Indian goodi carried jrom Batavia^ 
and fold at Canton, 

Pepper per peer! of 133/-^. from eight 
tael to tcii,/^d 7 . ■' 


Bees-wax 
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Bces-wak per ditto from twelve tael to * 
fourteen tael, 

I'alfe amber per dittQ at twelve tael. 

Fine amber per dittoVfrom one hundred 
tael to oi^e hundred ten tael, 

Rozin alias per ditto at^xty tael 
Block tin at eleven tacLj 
Pitchuck at twenty tacL 
Birds nefts per catite/ of 20 oz, from tv\o 
tad five Mace^ t,^ three tael. 

Opium per ditto .'Ut fix tad. 

Four huiK^,‘cd pound net Englifli weight,* 
is equal to 3 pt-n^th ChinclJ^ weight. One 
pecul Chineic weight,* is equal t^, iVy\- lb, 
Englilli wciglu. Sixteen .tad is equal -to 
I cattle. 


Prices of <y cods bought at Canton by the Eng- 
hjh company^ anno 1747-8. 

Bom: A Tr.As. 

Common boliea per pecul of 133 lb. from 
thirteen tad to fifteen tad. 

Congo from twenty five .W to thirty taei 
Souchong from thii ty five tad to icventy tad, 

Grf.en 'peiAs. 

Firft finglo at thirty fad. 


Second 
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Second ditto at twenty five tael 
Third ditto at twenty two iaeL 
Fouith ditto at fixtcc/i tael, 

Beft hyfon at^ fixty ''ael. 

Second hyl’on at f( rty five tacL 
Ilylbn gobi at fixjy fix tacL 


Otler Teas, 

Uchang at forty taclx 
Imperial at thirty cigh\ A/r/. 

Rhubarb root fromeftwen Aa7 to twenty 
cie:ht tacL 


Opium is an, advanthgelihs commodity 
when caif’dcd to China, hut mufl: be fold 
piHvatcly, for tlic importation of it is ftrict- 
ly prohibited by the Emperor. 

The porcelaine or china is fo vaiious in 
quality and fafhion, that it is impof- 
lible to fix a price. I ha:7c feen exqui- 
fitely fine enameled work, which, I believe, 
would* bring more profit than teas, or the 
china-ware which uikcs up a great deal 
of room, and is liable fometimes ro fuf- 
fer great damage. Thefe enameled vef- 
fels muft be fmuggled from Canton to the 
Blips ; for the diry on all metals there is 
as much* as the pane colh and amounts 

almoft 
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almoft t(( a prohibition of the exportation 
of them. 

Of Chine fe C o / N V, and Mon r: y. 

\ 

N "EITHER in Caii^on, nor indeed 
throughout the vv 4 ole empire, aie 
any coins ilruck, excepting the Li or Cnjh. 
This Li is made of /:he feum of (y)pper, 
mixed with other co^irle metal j it is' fome- 
what larger than/ our Englilli farthing, 
but tliinner, wi-va fome Chiuefe characters 
on each fide/ and in the center of each 
Ciijh is a lipiarC-'Iio'ic in oilier to jnit them 
on a firing, i’or tiic’cafc oi numbering. 
Inftead of coiiis they cut their gold and 
filver into fmall pieces of dittcrent weights. 
There is almoli: no gold ided in our deal- 
ings with tliein, it being about 50 per 
cent, chca[)cr ^nere than in Britain. We 
therefore ufe lilver as the current money 
in trallick. 

As the Chinefe pay no regard to coin, 
fo all goes by weight. Nor do they' rc- 
gartl the woiKmainhip of any thing in lil- 
ver ; it is the fame to them when melted 
down, as in the hneft y ork. 


Their 
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Their weight for filver, by the names of 
which they denominate any piece of mo- 
ney, are called 

By the Chinefc, Learn , Lfean, Foan.^wA Li; 
By the Portuguefc, Taely Mas, Cafida-^ 
rins, and CaJJj. j 
By the Englifli, uaeh^ Mace, Candarins, 
and Cajh, 

or Facl, is equal to 6 s. 3 d. 
fterling,* which divicNd into ten Tfcan 
or Mace, equal to 7;cV fterling each. 
Thefe are each again dividc^Jnto ten Fean 
of Ca?idari?is, equal to ] fterlin'\, and each 
of thelc arc diviejed ngahi hito ten equal 
parts, called Li or Gajh, equal only to 
the tenth i)art of three farthings. 

Our Englifli crown pailes currently for 
eight mace, tho’ it oftencr weighs Ids than 
more. It' is fiom this that J value the 
7f/.'/at6s. 3d. tlio’ commo’aly reckoned 
6 s. 8d. For, 

Eight Mace, the current value 
of our crown, is ^ — — 

Two.M7rf more is, at that rate, 
equal to ^ . — — 

So that ten Mace, of one Tael, is 

equal t» ' — — 

Y TABLE 
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V. 

TABLE of the Chinefe and Englijh money, 

d, qrs, 

I fteiiing. 

1 . 

2 i 

3 

3 

4 

5 :■ 

6 

6 ; 

7 

r 

Mace. 

d. 


2 Mau\ equal 

to 

1 

3 ^ 

3 ditto — 

to 

1 

10.^ 

4 ditto ^ — — 

to 

2 

6 

5 ditto — 

to 

3 

1 ■ 

a. 

6 ditto . — 

to 

3 

9 

7 ditto — 

to 

4 

4v 

8 ditto — 

to 

5 

0 

9 ditto * — 

to 

5 

7i 

10 ditto, equal to a 

or 

6 

3 


Candarin. 

1 Candarin equal to 

2 ditto to 

3 ditto — ■ to 

4 ditto — — to 

5 ditto 

6 ditto to 

7 ditto — ‘ — to 

8 ditto — to 

9 ditto ^ — — to 

10 equal to a Macc, or to 
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2 Tael, equal 

Tael. 

/. 

to 0 

s: 

12 

d. 

6 fieri: 

3 ditto — 

— 

to 0 

18 

9 

4 ditto — 

— , 

to I 

•5 

0 

5 ditto — 

j 

to I 

II 

3 

6 (ditto 

— 

to 1 

^7 

6 

7 /ditto 

— 

to 2 

3 

9 

8 ditto- — 

ir— 

lb 2 

10 

0 

9 ditto — 

— 


16 

3 

10 ditto — 

— 

to ' 

2 

6 

io ditto — 

— 

to 6 

,5 

0 

30 ditto ‘— 

— 

ta 9 

’7 

6 

40 ditto ^ — 

> 

,to 12 

IO 

0 

50. ditto — 

— 

to 15 

12 

6 

60 ditto — • 

— 

to i 3 

15 

0 

70 ditto — 

— 

to 21 

^7 

6 

8b ditto*'' 

— 

to 25 

0 

0 

9^ ditto — 

— 

to 28 

t 

2 

6 

100 ditto 


to 31 

5 

0 


Thi^ table will be very iifcfiil to thofc 
who make a voyage* to China, for readily 
finding the value of their money. 

The Chiiiefe people keep fcales and 
weights in their pockets, for wcigliing'thc 
money they eithci' receive or pay. They 
¥ 2 arc 
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are pul in fmall portable wooden cafes, 
Thefe fcales are made after the mamrer o? ’ 
the Roman balance, or our Englifh ftil- 
liards, called by the Chinefe Litang^ and 
by us DoUebin. 

It is no lefs the intereft of all foreign- 
ers to have a cafe of tht^e about them, to 
weigh money ; as there are a number of 
{harpers, not only among the common 
people, but even -*mong-the merchant^ 
who have falfe FoUelmSy and a lly way 
of holding them in their hand to Caft the 
weight to tKif own advantage. 

Tlie Chiiiefe have alfo a large inftru- 
ment, fomewhat like feiffars, for cutting 
money into fuch fmall pieces as they have 
occafion for, which the Englifli call Chop-- 
chin. Even in the ufing this inftrument, 
they will inipofe upon you. When I have 
given a dollar to be cut in two, I have loft a 
Candarin or two in the weight. The up- 
per part of this inftrument is fli^rp for 
cutting the money, and the lower has a 
flit or focket to receive the upper; but 
fometimes the upper part, which fliould 
be fingle and iliarp, is double "tind hollow, 
that in cutting, is filled up with a thin bit 
of the money which they cheat you of. 

The 
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The larger fort of thefe inftruments are 
kept in the houfes and fliops of mer- 
chants, and the fmaller ones they keep in 
their pocket. 

As the Chinefe divide their money into 
decimal parts, it is very eafily reckoned, 
Inftead of ufing pen and ink, as we do, 
in' their arithmetical computations, they 
ufe round timber beads, fixed on wire, or 
on fmall pieces of wo^\d, that are again 
fixed on a long fquare woSden ftand, about 
^in inch deep, much like a'ecmmon wood- 
en ink-ftandage. 


Y'3 journal 
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JOURNAL 

FROM 

CHINA towards St, HELENA 

O N Monday fne i itfi of January 1 74^, 
at ten at iiight, the captain and fu- 
percargoes/alne aboard, and next niora-^ 
ing the pilot with four pallengers, viz. 
meflieurs Martiliat, Dert^ncnt, and Boifier, 
and Mynheer Hcnfius, deligncd for Eu- 
rope; upon which the fliip was unmoor- 
ed. Monf. Martiliat, who aliumcd the 
title of bilhop, liad been i]p)wartls ^of 
twenty years in China preaching the 
gofpel But as there had been lately a 
great pcrfecution of tlie chriftian miffion-' 
aries, and many of their converts behead- 
ed, ftrangled and imprifoned, he was 
obliged to make his efcape. He was an 
old man, and fpoke tne Chiiicfc language 
very well. He brought a large coUeftion 
of Chinefe books and habits aboard with 
him, which he h^d formerly ufed. He 

told 
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told us, that feveral other miflionaries had 
fled to the ifland of Macoa, and fome 
gone on board the other Englifla veffels. 
Monf. Derdemont had attended this old 
man five years, but could not fpcak the 
Chinefe language 3 and monf/ Boifier, a 
young man, of Frcncli proteflant parents, 
had -accidentally become acquainted with 
the other two gentlemen, who had found 
ineans'to make* him as rigid a papift as 
either pf them. The two clergymen were 
jearned in the European Janguages, arts 
and fciences, and made an eafy prey of 
this young novjce, wlfo told us, that he 
was afraid, that whoi hean ived in France, 
his father would difinlierit him on that ac- 
count. 

At noon, we weighed anchor, as did 
the Stafford, with a light breeze from the 
N. and at high water, h^ing calm, we 
towed down with our boats, and came to 
with the fmall bower in 6 ’ fatlioms water, 
about fix miles diftance from our firft fta- 
tien. 

On th^ 13th, ut five in the morning, 
with the wind at N. E. wc towed with the 
boats a-hcad tili feven, when it fell calm. 

Y 4 On 
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On the flood'tide coming on, a frefli breeze 
fprung up at N. W. with which we fleer- 
ed to the S. till fix in the evening, when 
Lintin bore E. by S. i. S, diftant four 
miles. At feven next morning we came 
np with the Norfolk and York, got the 
the long-boat on the gun wall, and flowed 
onr flieet anchor. At noon the Qrand 
Ladrone bore E. N. E. diflant about tlut;ce 
leagues, when we found our lliip failed 
but badly. 

On the 1 5th, the firft part of tlie day 
was fair, the latter fqually, with a great 
fwcll from the E..N. E. We began now 
to reckon the day from^ioon ^to noon, 
as is ufiial at fea. At four in the even- 
ing the Grand Ladrone bore N. N. E. 
diftant fix leagues. At one in the morn- 
ing, the horizon appearing very- gloomy, 
we took in all reefs, handed both topfails, 
and unbent the flieet and fmall bower ca- 
bles. We next got down our top-gallant 
yards, and fet the main-top-fail and the 
fore-top-fail triple reef’d. We were now 
in company with the York, Stafford, and 
Norfolk. At twelve wc had the wind at 
JN. E. and, finding the fliip to pitch pro- 
digioufly, as if about to founder,’ and to 

lie 
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lie very dead in the water, occafioncd by 
her being a great deal too much by the 
head ; we therefore dai ted a confidcrable 
quantity of water out of the calks in the 
fore-hatcli-way, which lightened her much. 

On the 1 6th, liad cloudy and fqually 
w^eather with rain, and a great Iwell from 
the^N. E. Wc were employed all this 
day ip putting every thing to rights a- 
board. 

Oij the I7tli a hard gale from the N. 
E. This morning the N-orfolk was out of 
fight aftern of us. 

On the i8tl^, the italFord, in a fuddcii 
fquall, had her main-top-gallant-maft ear- 
ned away, which Ihe foon replaced. In 
the evening fine weather, with a moderate 
^ breeze. 

On’l’fie 19th, 20th, 2 1 ft, cloudy, with 
fqualls and rain. Kept ccinj^any with the 
York and Stafford, lat. 8' 38' N. 

Oh the 22d, 23d, and 24th, had fair 
weather with moderate breezes from the 
N. E. The firft day, we founded, and 
had 34 fathoms water, fandy ground with 
Ihells. The fecond, wc cxercifed the great 
guns and fmall arms. The third day, 
founded again, an^l found we had 44 fa- 
thoms 



j JO Fhm China towards St. Helena. 

thorns water, muddy ground, lat. 4"^ 16' 
N. and meridian diflance from the Grand 
Ladrone f 1 5' W. We bent the flieet and 
Imall bovver cables. 

On the 25th we cleared our decks, as 
we did not know what wc might meet 
with in the ftraits of Ba^ica or ^unda, 
which we were approaching. Next day, 
wc faw the body of the ifland Vuk Ora, 
which bore N. W. by W! between eight" 
and ten leagues diftant, lat. ib'* N, . 

On the 26th, brifk gales from the N, 
E. but fmooth water; and on the 27th 
cloudy weather, vvith mcidcrate bieezes. 
in the evening wc fatV btfaring S. 

W. W. diltaiit about feven leagues. At 
lunrife the foulhernmoft of the feven iflands 
bore E. N. E. ' N. dillaiit five Iea;!:ucs, 
At ten o’clock, law Mo?iGptn bearing S. E. 

• E. diilant eiglit leagues. At noon, hav^- 
ing croflal the equator lince the precede 
iug dav, we found the latitude to 'be 1' 
53' S.' 

The 28th wc liad fair and pleafint wea- 
ther, with brilk gales. 'We founded, and 
found from {ifteen to eleven fathoms wa- 
ter. At four in the evenfng Monopin high 
land bore N. by E. !- E. dillant about three 

leagues, 
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leagues, and about funfet, bore N. N. W. 
I- W. diftant three miles. Wcpaft through 
thefe ftraits laft June, of which the reader 
has an account in the preceding part of 
this voyage ; and nothing more remark- 
able now occurred, than what was then 

taken notice of. Here is a beautiful 

jirdfpeft of an uninterrupted fumincr, and 
nature appearing in all its luxuriant vhid- 
nefs. At eleven o’clock at night, not 
chuffng to fail any later, we came to with 
the ftream anchor in eleven hitlioms wa- 
ter, clay ground. At funrife tlie third 
point of Stwici^rci bore W. and Banca from 
E. to S. E. diftaVit about two miles. At 
fix in the morning weighed, having from 
ten to twenty fathoms water, till noon, 
when. Lcillary high-land bore N. 4 and 
^the eaft point , of Banca E. ! S. and the 
firft point of Sumatra S. E. dihant about 

three miles. We kept a man at the 

maft head to obierve if any lliips were in 
fight. A fmalf prow palled us, at which 
we fired to bring her to, but in vain. \Vc 
hoifted Dutch colours, but without effccl. 
She got off. ^ ^ ^ 

On, the 29th, at four in the evening, 
Luchara bo^.e E/N. E. difiant four miles. 

Wind 
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Wind N. W, fair weather and moderate 
breezes. At noon the Two Brothers bore 
N. by E. diftant two miles. We faw a 
fhlp at anchor to leeward of the Two Bro- 
thers. She.hoifted Dutch colours, and 
fired a gun to leeward to Ihew Ihe was a 
friend. All our fleet edged down, fent 
their boats aboard, and fpoke with her. 
By this fliip wc had advice, that twclvd 
Englifli men of war had failed from thence 
towards Madrafs, and fix more through 
the ftraits of Malacca that there were two 
Englilh fliips lying at Batavia ; and that 
Die was waiting for fhc Dutch China fliips, 
ior whom flie had packets and ftotfes, fent 

by the governor of Batavia. As fooii 

as wc had got this intelligence, we flood 
on our courfe through the ftraits of Simda, 
At funrife the North IJland bore W. S. W. 
Bantam point, S; by W. tlie Button S. dif- 
tant from North Ijland four miles. At 
noon, the Cafe bore E. N. E. I- N. the 
Butten^ N. by E. } E. Oracotoa, W. S. 
and the third point of Sumatra S. W. 
diftant off fliore two mile^. 

On Sunday the '^ift January, rainy, 
and moderate breezes. At funfet the fe- 
cond point of ^ava bo^e S. S. W. ^ W. 

and 
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and Princes IJland S. W. i. W, diflar'4: off 
fhore four or five miles. At eight in ihe 
morning we anchored with the fmall bower 
in thirty five fathoms, oppofite to the wa- 
tering-place in Princes IJland, We found 
riding here, the Lynn, the Dragon, the 
Onflow, and two Danifli vcflels, who fail- 
ed the moment we anchored. We had 
, / 

Qot yet fecn the Norfolk, but were now 
.fix fliips for England. 

February 2d and 3d, wc got in water 
and wood fullicient. But a high gale 
‘ fpringing up, wc faw the Lynn and On- 
flow had parted cahL, and were adiift j 
we weighed, and 11*, t fail, and all the reft 
fpllowcd. Our long‘ boats, the lall time 
we fent theni alliore to Princes Ijland^ 
were detair.ed a confulerable time by the 
'florm,. afid it was with difficulty they were 
brought aboard. All the Ijiips iLcmcd de- 
termined not to lole a moment here, but 
to pyoceed on their courfe. 

From the 3d to* tlie i6th, the weather 
was variable, fometimes model ate breezes, 
and fometimes h:?rd Iqiiails of wind. We 
had now feven fliips in company; but tlie 
Onflow, being old, a great way allm ii 
of the fleet. 


On 
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Op the 17th and i8th, we had dark 
gl(x)my weather, exceeding hard fqualJs, 
with a large fwell from the S. E. and of- 
ten (hipp’d large feas. 

On the 1 9th and 20th, it increafed In- 
to a llorm. 'The (hip laboured much. We 
got down all our top-gallant-yards, laflied 
all the guns, and knocked open tlie gun- 
ports to let the water go as faft out ofthe 
one fide as it came in af the otheh In, 
the night all hands were on deck, with 
axes ready to cut the marts in cafe it Ihould 
become necefiary, which we much feared.- 
On Sunday the .21ft, the wind abated 
a little, but heavy llipwcrs*', with prodigi- 
ous lightening in the night continued from 
N. E. In the morning the horizon be- 
gan to clear up, and we were all overjoy- 
ed at the dilcovcry of a liar, as we had 
not feen either fun or moon, or a ftar in 
the horizon for four days part. 

On the 22d, the wind abated much, but 
the fwcll continued, as is ufual after a vio- 
lent rtorm. We now fet our top-fails 
again. Wc difeovered fome carved work, 
and other pieces of timber, floating on the 
water, which we fvdred might be part of 

the 


4 



■ From China towards St. Helena. 335 

the wreck of the Onflow, an old infirm 
veflel, and put us in pain till we faw her. 

From the 23d to the 26th, we hadplea- 
fant breezes > on the 24th a little rain, 
with lightening ; on the 25th, N. E. 
winds, lat. 26° 39' long. 43° 52' W. vari- 
ation of the conipafs 15" 44' W. and on 
tlie^ 26th we had cloudy weather, much 
j;ain, and great fqualls of wind from N. 

■ N. W.. 

From the 27th to the 6th of March, 
the weather was fomewhat variable, but 
* generally frcfli. On the 4th and 5th March 
we faw a Ihip in diftr^fs, with jury marts* 
Before \ve came up with lier, we difeover- 
e^ fomething like a man about a miledif- 
tance, mounting up with the fwcll, and 
falling down again ahcrnatcly between the 
‘waves,, .rfiaking all the figns he could for 
help. We fent the pinnape to his artift- 
ance, who took him up, and brought him 
aboard, with fome boards to which he had 
tied himfelf with a.fiflung line. This man 
was a Malay, belonging to the fltip we 
faw in diftrefs 3 who, as he was fifiiing on 
the caulker’s fcaffold over the fliip’s fide, it 
gave way under\ himT^nd he had falltn 
into the fea, where he had rtrugglcd with 

the 
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the waves three hours before we faw him: 
His own (hip could give him no relief, all 
her boats being dallied to pieces in the 
late ftorm. It was Ibmc time before the 
poor fellow recovered his ftrength, and 
was delivered from the apprehenfion Into 
which his late Itation had thrown him, 
tho’ we ufed all poillble means to do bo^th. 
When he was quite reftored, we fent him, 
in the pinnace to the Ihip he belonged to. • 
When the j)innacc returned, we were in- 
formed, that this was a Dutch Ihip from 
Batavia for Europe j that they had only 
laved their mizen-maft, which falling 
light off, broke down the poop and,a*ound- 
houfe, and lodged among the ruins; that 
Ihe carried thirty great guns, and had been 
obliged to throw twenty feven of them 
overbuaid, to fuc their lives; dnd that’ 
(he was now lb very light, that fhe rolled 
exceedingly with the (well. Wc fent her 
fui^e materials for lepairing her, and flood 
on our courfe. 

From the 7th to the 31ft, the weather 
was veiy vaiiable, fometimes cloudy and 
lalny, with (quails ; fometimes fair and 
cahii; fometimes p^bdigious quantities of 

lightening ; 
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^Jghtening, and at other times dreadful 
thunder, of long continuance. 

On the 3 1 ft March, we had a frefh trade 
wind, pleafant weather, and fniooth wa- 
ter. Several of our flrips company began 
to complain of fwellings in their legs, and 
others vomited up large worms, the com- 
mon fymptoms of the feurvy. 

On tire 3d April, we faw feveral pigeons 
flying to windward, a certain fign that we 
were near land ; and on the 4th, at five in 
the afternoon, faw a fail and the land 
bearing from W, by S. to W. by N. N. 
Next morning wt came up with the fhip, 
which proved to be a Danilh vellel who 
had been witli us at Canton. We got all 
our boats hoifted out, and fent the pin- 
nace alhore on the ifland of St. Helena, 
and immediately came to an anchor and 
moored. 

We found riding here the York and 
Stafford, with whom, as well as all the reft 
of the fleet, we had parted in the ftorm of 
February 19th. Thefe two had received 
no damaged The Ihips and the fort fa- 
luted each other guns each a^ 

anchoring, repeating the fame when the 
officers went affiore./' 

Z 


On 
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On the 5th arrived the Lynn, capt. Clip, 
belt, all fafe, who hoifted his broad pen- 
dant as commodore ; on the 7th arrived ^ 
the Grantham, capt. Wilfon, from Ben- 
coukn, with pepper ; as alfo the Norfolk 
and Onflow. This laft had futtered much 
in the late ftorm, and we were told that 
her captain (Congreve) was dead. Oil tlic 
Sth, the Dragon, capt. Kciit^ ^ame u]), 
w'ho had alfo fullered greatly in the late 
bad weather. 

From the 6th to the 24th, the filler: 
were cmjdoycd in taking in freflr watei 
from Lemon Valley, and in landing rice, 
paddy, i)cef, 6cc. vvliich were Srought as 
itorcs for the illand, on the company’s ac^ 
count. 

On the 24 til tlic commodore made a 
figiial to unmoor, and on the 25th, in the 
evening, we' were all under fail, being 
eight ihips, viz. the Lynn, Stafford, York, ' 
Norfolk, Onflow, Dragon, Grantham, 
and Prince Edward. 

From the 24th of April till the ill of 
June, nothing remarkable happened. The 
weather was very P*M.t 1 ^blc, but not bad, 
'Wc went on our courfe, and wej;c employ- 
ed almolt every day in exercifing our guns, 

and 
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and catching dolphins, and other fifli. On 
ithc 12th, the variation was C W. lat. ii" 
24 N. long, from St. Helena 20^ 24 N. 
On the 14th, the variation was l jioint. 
On the aSth, the variation was 4" 20' W. 
lat. 29*" 44 N. long. 29“ 18' W. 

At this time fome of our people had 
their legs fvvelled as large as their bodies, 
ocCadoned, as was thought, by their eat- 
ing fo much rice. Some of the large white 
worms which they xomiicd were diliefted, 
and fotind to be of a white watcrilh lub- 
ftance. An extraordinary quantity of 
broth, frefli-mcat, ixc. was allowed tlie 
patients j but nMvvithlianding, Icvcial cf 
them died, and were committed to the 
deep. 

On the 6th of June, wc gave chacc to 
a fail llamling to the ealhvaul, but could 
n<ji come up with her. From the dtli to 
the 17th, tl:e weather was very ii •con fhmt, 
during which many of our pecplc were 
taken ill and confined to their L\'.d. Hu: 
weather was often very cloudy. On the 
i8fh the fog increafed fo much, lliat not 
one fhip "in the licct could fee aiuaiicr; 
and to prevent ryfrii/''t^' foul of one .mo- 
ther; or feparating, w'c frcciuently Hied 
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guns, rung bells, beat drums, &c, as did 
all the Ihips in the fleet. 

On the ■20th the fog began to dijpel, 
and we proceeded northward with vari- 
able winds, and a fmall fwell from the S. W. 

On the ,25th wc began to feel it cold and 
damp, and the more fo, that we had fo 
lately come from a Icorching climate, in 
fo much that feveral of our people 'were 
obliged to put on two flhrts, and'-two V 
three jackets. Lat. 59" 41' N. long. 10^ 4S' 
W. from St. Helena. 

On the 26th and 27Lh, the weatlier ftill 
grew colder and colder. Many of the 
men were dying, ami others extremely ill 
with the feurvy; folhat the flcci; was but 
weakly manned. The commodore and 
our veffel would liavc put in to the firft 
port, had it not been that we (W not care 
to part company with the fleet, as we were 
approachii^g near to the coaft of Scotland, 
and were not ccrtalii whether the war be- 
tween Great Britain and iriance flill con- 
tinued. Wc therefore pi occeded with all 
poflible fpced to double the north of Sa^t- 
land. 

On the 28th, 2otk, vYid 30th, we had 
fair weather, and the wind at S.^W.^con- 
tinued failing towaixbvflie ^afl, and met in 
’ . our 
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our way, ganets, marots, folan-geefe, and 
other fowls about us, with young 

whales, porpui'es, &c. fwimming by us, 
and fome 01 them very near the Ihip. On 
the 30th, we weie in lat. 59'^ 42' N. long, 
36' W. 

On the 3d and 4th July, as we were 
coming in with the iflands of Orkney, we 
fe\V feveral linall vcffcls. We brought C|ie 
^ to, V;ho informed us, that there Was 
a cefTation of arms, and that a peace 
wouW foon be concluded between Great 

• Britain, France and Spaing which was no 
unwelcome news. We immediately pro- 
ceeded for the*lirth of Fcn th. 

'On tlie 8th July we came oft' Eymouth, 
and font an exprefs aflioi e foi* London, to 
acquaint the company of our arrival on 

• tlic coat^ of Scotland. Here the fupcrcar 
goes went afliorc and took port for London. 

On the 9th we came up to Leith road, 
wheye we went afticre and refreflied our- 
felves, and in a fqw weeks proceeded foi 
liOndon, where Ve all fafdy arrived. 
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Direflions to the Binder for placing the Cuts. * 
Plate 

I. A view of St. Helena fronting Page 15 


IL A (hark and flying fifli 29 • 

HI, Malayan prows 47 

IV. A flying prow, or biddock • 48 

V. A view of the city of Batavia ’ /y 

VI. A Mandarin 14^ 

VII. Chinefe fainting each other 155 

cowlics or porters carrying a , 
dinner, &c. 21 2 

IX. Chinefe idols - 231 

X. Pagoda between Wampo and Canton 284 

XI. A Majidarinc's plcafurc-boat 289 
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